*
174 Spectator, n*#4*

1.

WhtH in thefultry Glebe I faint.
Or on the thirfly Mountain pant ;
Tofertile Vales, and demy Meads
My nveary wand’ring Steps he leads ;
iVhere peaceful Rwers, foftandfom.
Amid the everdant Landskip flo"w.

I1.
Thd in the Paths of Death | tread.
Withgloomy Horrors o-verjpread.
Myfieadfaft Heart/hallfear no Ill,
For thou, O Lord, art ewith mefill i
Thyfriendly Crookfa Il gme me Aid,
And zuide me through the dreadful Shade-

AV
Tho' in a hare and rugged Way,
Through dt'vious lonely Wilds 1fray,
Thy BountyJhall my Pains beguile ;
The barren WildernefsJhall/mile.
With fudden Greens and Herbage eromn d,
And StreamsJhall murmur all around.
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the World, when | invited all Men to be affiftant to

me in this my Work of Speculation; for 1have notyet
acquainted my Readers, that befides the Letters and va-
luable Hints I have from Time to Time received from my
Correfpondents, | have by mefeveral curious and extraor-
dinary Papers fent with a Defign (as no one will doubt
when they are publiOied) that they might be printed in-
tire, and without any Alteration, by way of SpeUator. 1
mull acknowledge alfo, that I my felfbeing the firll Pro-
jeaor of the Paper, thought I had a Right to make than

1DO not know whether | enough explained to
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my own, by dreffing them in my own Stile, by leaving
out what would not appear like mine, and by adding
whatever might be proper to adapt them to the Charac-
ter and Genius of my Paper, witli which it was almolt
impoflible thefe could exaftly correfpond, it being certain
that hardly two Men think alike, and therefore fo many
Men fo many SpeSators. Befidcs, | muft own my Weak-
nefs for Glory is fuch, that if | confulted that only, |
might be fo far fway’d by it, as almoll to with that no
one could write zSpedator beiides myftlf; nor can | de-
ny, but upon the firft Perufal of thofe Papers, | felt
fome fccret Inclinations of Il-will towards the Perfons
who wrote them. This was the Impreflion | had upon
the firft reading them ; but upon a late Review (more
for the Sake of Entertainment than Ufe) regarding them
with another Eye than | had done at firft (for by con-
verting them aswell as | could to my own Ufe, | thought
I had utterly difabled them from ever offending me ag.iin
as Sptdatorj) | found my felf moved by a Paffion very
different fVomthat of Envy; fenfibly touched with Pi'y,
the fofteft and moft generous of all Paflions, when 1 rc-
flefted what a cruel Difappointment the Negledl of thofe
Papers muft needs have been to the Writers who imp.i-
tiently longed to fee them appear in Print, and who, no
doubt, triumphed to themfelves in the Hopes of having
a Share with me in the Applaufe of the Publick ; a Plea-
fure fo great, that none but thofe who have exj*rienced
it can have a Senfe of it. In this Manner of viewing thofo
Papers, | really found | had not done them Juftice, there
being fomething fo extremely natural and peculiarly good
in fome of them, that 1 will appeal to the World whe-
ther it was polTible to alter a Word in them without do-
ing them a manifeft Hurt and Violence; and whether
they can ever appear rightly, and as they ought, but in
their own native Drefs and Colours : And therefore |
think I ftiould not only wrong them, but deprive the
World of a confiderable Satisf.iftion, lhould I any longer
delay the making them publick.

AFTER | have publilhed a few of thefe Spedators, |
doubt not but I (hall find the Succefs of them to equal,
if not furpafs, that of the beft of my own. An Author
lhould take all Methods to humble himfelf in the Opinion
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he has of his own Performances. When theft Papers ap-
pear to the World. | doubt not but they will be follow-
ed by many others ; and 1 lhall not repine, though I my
felf Ihall have left me but very few Days to appear m
Pubtick ¢ But preferring the general Weal and AdvanOge
to any Confidcrations of my felf, | am refolved for the
Future to publifh any Sp,-aa/or that deferves it, entire,
and without any Alteration : alluring the World (if tliere
can be Need of it) that it is none of mine j and it the
Authors think lit to fubfcribc their Names, | will add

the{nt'hink the bell way of promoting this generous ant
ufeful Defign, will be by giving out Subjedls or Themes
ofall Kinds whatfoever, on which (with a Preamble ot
the extraordinary Benefit and Advantage that may accrue
thereby to the Publick) I will invite all manner of Per-
fons whether Scholars, Citizens, Courtiers, Gentlemen
of the Town or Country, and all Beaux, Rakes, Smart.',
Prudes, Coquettes, Houfewives, and all Sorte ot Wits,
vrhcther Male or Female, “nd however d.ftin”.lhed

whether they be True Wits, Whole, or Half Wits, or
Vhether Arch, Dry, Natural, Acquired, Genuine, or De-
pravd Wits; and Perfons of all forts of Tetn”rs and
Complexions, whether the Severe the pel.ghttul, the
Impertinent, the Agreeable, the 1 houghtful, Bufy, or
Carclcfs ; the Serene or Cloudy, Jovial or Melancholy,
lintowardly orEafy, the Cold, Temperate, or Sanguine ;
and of what Manners or Difpofitions foever, whether
the Ambitious or Humble-minded, the Proud or Pitiful,
Jnecnious or Bafe-minded, Good or Ill-natur d, Publick-
fpirited or Selfifti; and under what Fortune or Cirwm-
llance foever, whether the Contented or Mncrable, tiap-
py or Unfortunate, High or Low, Rich or Poor (whe-
riier fo through Want of Money, or Defire of more) Heal-
thy or Sickly, Married or Single ; nay, whcAer Tall or
Short, Fat, or Lean ; and of what1radc, Ckcupation,
Profeffion, Station, Country, Faftion, Party, Perfuafion,
Quality Age or Condition foever, who have ever made
linking aFart of their Bufinefs or Diverfion, and have
any thing worthy to impart on thefe Sulyefts to the
World, according to thefe feveral and refpedbve Trents
er Genius’s, and as the Subjea given out hits thetr Terrn-





