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I
Parturiunt Montes. Hor.

IT  gives me much Defpairin the Defign o f  reforming 
the World by my Speculations, when I find there al­
ways arife, from one Generation to another, fuc- 

ceflive Clients and Bubbles, as naturally as Bealls of Prey, 
and thofe which are to be their Food. There is hardly 
a Man in the World, one would think, fo ignorant, as 
not to know that the ordinary Qmck-Doftors, whopab- 
lilh their great Abilities in liitle brown Billets, dillributed 
to all who pafs by, are to a Man Impoftors and Murder­
ers; yet fuch is the Credulity of the Vulgar, and the Im­
pudence of thefc Profeflbrs, that the Affair Hill goes on, 
and new Promifes of what was never done before are 
made every Day. What aggravates the Jeff is, that even 
this Promife has been made as long as the Memory of 
Man can trace it, and yet nothing performed, and yet 
Hill prevails. As I was pafling along to day, a Paper 
given into my Hand by a Fellow without a Nofe tells 
us as follows what good News is come to Town, to wit, 
that there is now a certain Cure for the French Difeafe, 
by a Gentleman juft come from Jiis Travels.

I N  Rufiel-Court, ovcr-againjl theCnonon-^^W, at the 
Surgeon’r Arms in Drury-Lane, is lately come from his 
Pra’uels a Surgeon <who hath praBifed Surgery and Phyfick 
both by Sea and Land thefe fjsenty four I'ears. He ( by the 
Blefing) cures the Yellow Jaundice, Green Sicknefs, Scur­
vy, Dropfy, Surfeits, long Sea-Voyages, Campaigns, and 
Women’s iVIifcarriages, Lying-Inn,is’f. as fame People that 
has been lame thefe thirty Tears can tejlify; in Jhort, he cu~ 
reth all Difeafes incident to Men, Women, or Children,

I F a Man could be fo indolent as to look upon this 
Havock of the human Species which is made by Vice 
and Ignorance, it would be a good ridiculous W ork to
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comment upon the Declaration of this accompliflicd Tra­
veller. I'here is fomething unaccountably taking amo:^ 
the Vulgar in thofe who come from a great Way oft. 
Ignorant People pf Quality, as many there arc of fuch, 
dbte exceffively this W ay; many Inltances of which eve­
ry Man will fuggeil to himfelf without my Enumeration 
of them. The Ignorants of lower Order, who cannot, 
like the upper Ones, be profufe of their Money to thole 
recommended by coming from a Diftance, are no lefs 
complaifant than the others, for they venture their Lives 
from the fame Admiration.

T H E  DoBor is lately come from his Trawls, and has 
±raBifed both by Sea and Land, and therefore cures the 
Green Sicknefs, long Sea-Vos'ages, Campaigns, and Lying-
Inn. Both by Sea and Land!----1 will not anfwer for the
Diftempers called Sea-Voyages and Campaigns; But I dare 
fay, thofe of Green Sicknefs and Lying-Inn might be as 
well taken care of if the Dodor ftaid alhore. But the 
Art of managing Mankind, is only to make them ftarea 
little to keep up their Allonilhment, to let nothing be 
familiar to them, but ever to have fomething in your 
Sleeve, in which they mult think you are deeper than 
they are. There is an ingenious Fellow, a Barber, of 
my Acquaintance, who, belides his broken Fiddle and a 
dried Sw-Monfter, has a Twine-Cord, llramed with two 
Nails at each End, over his Window, and the Words 
JRainy, Dry, Wet, and fo forth, written, to denote the 
Weather according to the Rifing or Falling of the Cord. 
V/e very great Scholars are not apt to wonder at this; 
But I obferved a very honeft Fellow, a chance Cuftomer, 
who fat in the Chair before me to be fhaved, fix his 
Eye upon this miraculous Performance during the Ope­
ration upon his Chin and Face. When thofe and his 
Head alfo were cleared of all Incumbrances and Excref- 
cences, he looked at the Fifh, then at the Fiddle, Hill 
grubling in his Pockets, and calling hb Eye again at the 
*l.'winCj 3.nd the ^Vo^ds writ on each Side j then altered 
his Mind as to Farthings, and gave my Friend a Silver 
Sixpence. The Bufinefs, as I faid, is to keep up the A- 
maMment; and if my Friend had had only the Skeleton 
and Kit, he muft have been contented with a lefs Pay­
ment. But tlie Doftor we were ulking of, adds to his
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long Voyages the Teftimony of fome People that has been 
thirty Years lame. When I received my Paper, a faga- 
cious FcIIotv took one at the fame time, and read ’till he 
came to the Thirty Years Confinement of his Friends, 
and went oft' very well convinced of the Doftor’s Suffi­
ciency. You have many of thefc prodigious Perfons, 
who have had fome extraordinary Accident at their Birth, 
or a great Difafter in fome Part of their Lives. Any 
thing, however foreign from the Bufincfs the People 
want of you, will convince them of your Ability in that 
you profefs. There is a Dodlor in Moufe-Allty near Wap- 
f  ing, who fets up for curing Catara£h upon the Credit of 
having, as his Bill fets forth, loft an Eye in the Empe­
ror’s Service. Flis Patients come in upon this, and he 
fhews the Mufter-Roll, which confirms that he was in his 
Imperial Majefty’s Troops; and he puts out their Eyes 
with great Succefs. Who would believe thata Man Ihould 
be a JDo£lor for the Cure of burften Children, by declar­
ing that his Father and Grandfather were born burften ? 
But Charles next Door to the Harp in Barbican,
has made a pretty Penny by that Afl'everation. The Ge­
nerality go upon their firtt Conception, and think no fur­
ther; all the reft is granted. They take it, that there is 
fomething uncommon in you, and give you Credit for 
the reft. You may be fure it is upon that I go, when 
fometimes, let it be to the Purpofe or not, I  keep a La­
tin Sentence in my Front; and I was not a little pleafed 
when I obferved one of my Readers fay, carting his Eye 
on my twentieth Paper, More Latin JiillP What a pro­
digious Scholar is this Man ! But as I  have here taken 
much Liberty with this learned Doftor, I  muft make up 
all I have (aid by repeating what he feems to be in Eameft 
in, and honcftly promife to thofe who will not receive 
him as a great Man ; to wit. That from Eight to Tmuelve, 
and from Tn.uo till Six, he attends for the good of the Pub- 
lick to bleedfor Three Pence, T

Thurjday,
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