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7anti non es ah. Sapis, Luperce. Mart.

H IS isthe Day on which many eminent Authors

will probably publilh their Laft Words. | am a-

fraid that few of our Weekly Hiftorians, who are
Men that above all others delight in War, will be able
tofubfill under the Weightofa Stamp, and an approach-
ing Peace. A Sheet of blank Paper that muft have this
new Imprimatur clapt upon it, before it is qualified to
communicate any thing to the Publick, will n>ake its
way in the World but very heavily. In lhort, the Ne-
celTity of carrying a Stamp, and the Improbability of no-
tifvine a bloody Battle, will, 1 am afraid, both concur
to the finking of thofe thin Folios, which have every
other Day retailed to us the Hiftory of Europe for feveral
Years laft paft- A fecetious Friend of mine, who loves
a Pun, calls this prefent Mortality among Authors, The
Fall of the Leaf.

I remember, upon Mr. Ba.vter s Death, there was pub-
lilhcd a Sheet of very good Sayings, inferibed, fhe laft
Words of Mr. Baxter. The Title lold fo great a Number
of thefe Papers, thatabout a Week after there came out
a fecond Sheet, inferib’d. More laft Words of Mr. Baxter.
In the fame manner, | have Reafon to think, that feve-
ral ingenious Writers, who have taken their Leave of
the Publick, in farewel Papers, will not give over fo,
but intend to appear again, tho’ perhaps under another
Form and with a different Title. Be that as it will, it
is my’Bufinefs, in this place, to give an Account ofiny
own Intentions, and to acquaint my Reader with the
Motives by which | aft, in this great Crifis of the Ke-
publick of Letters. 1

I have been long debating m my own Heart, Whether
I (hould throw up my Pen, as an Author that is cafhiered.
by the Aft Parliament, whidi is to operate W{ﬂérlré
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tliefe Four and Twenty Hours, or whether | ftiould ftill
perfift in laying my Speculations, from Day to Day, be-
fore the Publick. The Argument which prevails with
me moft on the firft fide of the Queftion is, that I am
informed by my Bookfeller he muft raifc the Price of
every fingle Paper to Two-pence, or that he fhall not be
able to pay the Duty ofit. Now as | am very defirous
my Readers fliould have their learning as cheap as pof-
fible, it is with great Difficulty that I comply with him
in this Particular.

HOWEVER, upon laying my Reafons together in
the Balance, | find that thofe which plead for the Conti-
nuance of this Work, have much the greater Weight.
For, in the firft Place, in Recompence for the Expence
to which this will put my Readers, it is to be hoped they
may receive from every Paper fo much Inftruttion, as
will be a very good Equivalent. And in order to this, |
would not advile any one to take it in, who after the
Perufal of it, does not find himfelf Two-pence the wifer,
or the better Man for it; or who, upon Examination,
does not believe that he has had Two-penny-worth of
Mirth or Inftruftion for his Money.

BUT | muft confefs there is another Motive which
prevails with me more than the former. | confider that
the Tax on Paper was given for the Support of the
Government; and as | have Enemies, who are apt to
pervert every thing | do or fay, | fear they would aicribe
the laying down my Paper, on fuch an Occafion, to a
Spirit of Malcontentednefs, which | am refolved none
Ihall ever juftly upbraid me with. No, | ffiall glory in
contributing my utmoft to the Weal Publick; and if my
Country receives Five or Six Pounds a-day by my La-
bours, | Ihall be very well pleafed to find my felf fo ufe-
ful a Member. It is areceived Maxim, that no honeft
Man lhould enrich himfelf by Methods that are prejudi-
cial to the Community in which he lives; and by the
fame Rule I think we may pronounce the Perfon to de-
ferve very well of his Countrymen, whofe Labours
bring more into the publick Cofiers, tlian into his own.
Pocket.

S| N CE I have mentioned the Word Enemies, | muft
explain my felffo far as to acquaint my Reader, that |

mean
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mean only the infignificant Party Zealots on both fides :
Men of fuch poor narrow Souls, that they are not cafable
of thinking on any thing but with an Eye to Whig or
Tory. During the Courfe of this Paper, | have been
accufcd by thefe defpicabie Wretches of'i’rimming, I'ime-
fcrving, Perfonal Reflexion, fecrct Satire, and the like.
Now, tho’ in thefe my Compofttions, it is vifible to any
Reader of common Senfe, tliat | confider nothing but
my Subjeft, which is always of an indifferent Nature ;
how is it poflible for me to write fo clear of Party, as
not to lie open to the Ccnfures of thofe who will be ap-
plying every Sentence, and finding out Perfons and
Things in it, which it has no regard to ?

SE VE R AL Paltry Scribblers and Declaimers have
done me the Honour to be dull upon me in Reflexions
of this Nature; but notwithftanding my Name has been
fometimes traduced by this contemptible Tribe of Men,
I have hitherto avoided all Animadverfions upon ’em.
me Truth it is, |1 am afraid of making them appear
confiderable by taking notice of them, for they arc like
thofe imperceptible Infedls which are difeover’d by the
Microfeope, and cannot be made the Subjedl of Obfer-
vation without being magnified.

HAVING mentioned thofe few who have Ihewn
themfelves the Enemies of this Paper, | lhould be very
ungrateful to the Publick, did not | at the fame time tef-
tify my Gratitude to thofe who are its Friends, in which
Number I may reckon many of the moft dillinguilhed
Perfons of all Conditions, Parties and Profeflions in the
Ifle of Great-Britain. | am not fo vain as to think this
Approbation is fo much due to the Performance as to
the Defign. There is, and ever will be, Juftice enough
in the World, to afford Patronage and Protedlion for
thofe who endeavour to advance Truth and Virtue, with-
out regard to the Paflions and Prejudices of any par-
ticular Caufe or Faftion. If | have any other Merit in
me, it isthat | have new-pointed all the Batteries of Ri-
dicule. They have been generally planted‘againll Per-
fons who have appeared Serious rather than Abfurd; or
at beft, have aimed rather at what is Unfalhionable than
mwhat is Vicious. For my own part, | have endeavoured
to make nothing Ridiculous that is not in fomt(a: r_neafurle

riminal.





