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Criminal. I  have fet up the immoral Man as the Objeft 
o f Derifion ; In (hort, if I have nbt formed a new Wea­
pon againft Vice and Irreligion, I have atlealUhewn how 
that Weapon may be put to a right Ufe, which has fo often 
fought the Battles of Impiety and Profanenefs.' C
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Jeceal, qnid m n ; qM Virtus, quo ferat Error.
Hor.

SI N C E  two or three Writers of Comedy who arc 
new living have taken their Farewel of the Stage, 
tliol'c who fuccecd them finding themfelvesincapable 

of riftng up to their W it, Humour and good Senfe, have 
only imitated them in Ibrac of thofe loofe unguarded 
Strokes, in which they complied with the corrupt Tafte 
of the norc Vicious Part of their Audience. When Per- 
fons of a low tlcnius attempt this kind of Writing, they 
know no Difference between being Merry and being 
Lewd. It it with an Eye to fome of thefe degenerate 
Compofitions that I hiive written the following Difcourfe.

W E R E ,  our Englijh Stage but half fo virtuous as that 
of the Greeks or Romans, \t c fhould quicldy fee the In­
fluence of it in the Behaviour of all the politer Part of 
Mankind. It would not be fafhionablc to ridicule Reli­
gion, or its Profeffors; the Man of Pleafure would not 
be the complete Gentleman; Vanity would be out of 
Countenance, and every Quality which is Ornamental 
to Human Nature, would meet with that Efteem which 
is due to it.

I F the Englijh Stage were under the fame Regulati­
ons the Athenian was tormely, it would have the fame 
Effeft that had, in recommending the Religion, the Go­
vernment, and publick Worlhip of its Country. Were 
our Plays fubjeft to proper Infpeftions and Limitations, 
we might not only pafs away feveral of our vacant 
Hours in tlie highell Entertainment; but fliould alwaj's
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rife from them wifer and better than we fat down to 
them.

I T  it one of the moft unaccountable thinm in our Age, 
tliat the Lewdnefsof our Theatre fliould be To much com­
plained of, fo well expofed, and fo little redreffed. It is 
to be hoped, tliat fome time or other we may be at lei fore 
to reftrain the Licentioufnefs of the Theatre, and make it 
contribute its Affiftance to the Advancement of Morality, 
and to the Reformation of the Age. As Matters Hand at 
prefent. Multitudes are (hut out from this noble Diverfion, 
by reafon of thofe Abufesand Corruptionsthat accompany 
it. A Father is often afraid that his Daughter ftiould be 
ruin’d by thofe Entertainment", which were invented for 
the Accomplilhment and Refining of Human Nature. 
The Athenian and Roman Plays were written with fuch 
a Regard to Morality, that Socrates ufed to frequent the 
one, and Cicero the other,

I T  happened once indeed, that Cato dropped into the 
Roman Theatre, when the Floralia were to be reprefent- 
ed ; and as in that Performance, which was a kind of Re­
ligious Ceremony there were fevcral indecent Parts to be 
aaed, the People refufed to fee them whilit Cato w’as pre­
fent. Martial on this Hint made the following Epigram, 
which we muft fuppofe was applied to fome grave Friend 
of his, that had been accidentally prefent at fome fuch 
Entertainment.

lloffes jocofa duke cum facrum flora, 
Feftofque lufus, fs" licentiam niulgi.
Cur in Theatrum, Cato fenjere, venijli ? 
An ideo tantum wneras, ut exires ?

Why doji thou come, great Cenfor of the Age,
To fee the loofe Diverjions of the Stage?
With anuful Countenance and Brovj fevere.
What in the Name of Goodnefs dofi thou here ?
See the mixt Cronud! honu Giddy, Lensid and Vain? 
Didjl thou come in but to go out again ?

A  N Accident of this Nature might happen once in an 
Age among the Greeks or Romans; but they were too 
wife and good to let the conftant Nightly Entertainment
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be of fuch a Nature, that People of the moll Senfe and 
Virtue could not be at it. Whatever Vices are reprefented 
upon the Stage, they ought to be fo marked and branded by 
the Poet, as not to appear either laudable or amiable in the 
Perfon who is tainted with them. But if  we look into 
the Englijh Comedies above-mentioned, we would think 
they were formed upon a quite contrary Ma.vim, and that 
this Rule, tho’ it held good upon the Heathen Stage, was 
not to be regarded in Chrillian Theatres. There is ano­
ther Rule likewife, which was obferved by Authors of 
Antiquity, and which thefe modern Genius’s have no re­
gard to, and that was never to choofe an improper Sub- 
jeft for Ridicule. Now a Subjedl is improper for Ridi­
cule, if k is apt to llir up Horror and Commiferation ra­
ther than Laughter. For this Reafon, we do not find any 
Comedy in fo polite an Author as Terence, raifed upon 
the Violations of the Marriage-Bed. The Fallhood of the 
Wife or Husband has given Occafion to noble Tragedies, 
but a Scipio and Lelius would have look’d upon I ncell or 
Murder to have been as proper Subjects for Comedy. 
On the contrary, Cuckoldom is the Bafis of moll of our 
Modern Plays. I fan  Alderman appears upon the Stage, 
you may be fure it is in order to be Cuckolded. An Hus^ 
band that is a little grave or elderly, generally meets 
with the fame Fate. ICnights and Baronets, Country 
Squires, and Juflices of the ^orum , come up to Town 
for no other Purpofe. I have I'een poor Dogget Cuckolded 
in all thefe Capacities. In Ihort, our Englijh Writers are 
as frequently fevere upon this innocent unhappy Creature, 
commonly known by the Name ofa Cuckold, as the An­
cient Comick Writers were upon an eating Parafite, or a 
vain-glorious Soldier.

A T  the fame time the Poet fo contrives Matters, that 
the two Criminals are the Favourites of the Audience. 
We fit Hill, and wiflr well to them through the whole 
Play, are plcafed when they meet with proper Opportuni­
ties, and out of humour when they are difappointed. 
The Truth of it is, theaccompliflied Gentleman upon the 
EngUJh Stage, is the Perfon that is familiar with other Mens 
Wives, and indifferent to his own ; as the line Woman is 
generally a Compofition of Sprightlinefs and Fallhood. I 
do not know whether it proceeds from Barrennefs of

Invention,
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