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indeed, tafteakind of malignant Pleafure in thofe Aftions
to which they are accuftomcd, whilft in this Life; but
when they are removed from all thole Objedls which are
here apt to gratify them, they will naturally become their
own Tormentors, and cherilh in themfelvcs thole painful
Habits of Mind which are called in Scripture Phrafe, the
Worm which never dies. This Notion of Heaven and
Hell is fo very conformable to the Light of Nature, that
it was difeovered by Icveral of the molt exalted Heathens.
It has been finely improved by many eminent Divines of
the lall Age, as in particular by Archbifhop “illotfon and
Dr. Sherlock, but there isnone who has rais’d fuch noble
Speculations upon it as Dr. Scott, in the firft Book of his
Chrittian Life, which isone of the lineft and molt ratio-
nal Schemes of Divinity, that is written in our Tongue,
or in any other. That Excellent Author has fhewn how
every particular Cuftom and Habit of Virtue will, in its
own Nature, produce the Heaven, or a State of Happi-
nefs, in him who ihall hereafter praftife iti As on the
contrary, how every Cullom or Habit of Vice will be the
natural Hell of him in whom it fubfiils. o
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fetdius hoc aliquid quandoque audebis. Juv.

H E firft Steps towards 111are very carefully to be

avoided, for Men infenfibly go on when they are

once entered, and do not keep up a lively Abhor-
renceoftheleaft Unworthinefs. There is a certain fri-
volous Falfhood that People indulge themfelyes in, which
ought to be had in greater Deteftauon than it commonly
mretswith : What | meanis aNegleftopromifes made
onfmalland indifferent Occafions, fuch as Parties of
Pleafure, Entertainments, and fometimes Meetinp out of
Curiofity in Men of like Faculties to be in tech other s
Company. There are many Caufes to which one may
aflign this light Infidelity. JetekSim never keegjhe
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Hour he has appointed to come to a Friend’s to Dinner;
but he is an iniignificant Fellow who does it out of Va-
wty. He could never, he knows, make any Figure in
Company, but by giving a little Difturbance at his Entry
and therefore takes care to drop in when he thinks you
are jull feated. He takes his Place after having difeom-
.pofed every Body, and defines there may be noCeremo-
ily j then does he begin to call himfelf the faddeft Fel-
low, in difappointing fo many Places as he was invited
to elfewhcre. It is the Fop’s Vanity to name Houfes of
better Chear, and to acquaint you that he chofe yours
put of ten Dinners which he was obliged to be at that
Day. The lall; time | had the Fortune to eat with him
he was imagining how very fat he lhould have been had
he eaten all he had ever been invited to. But it isimper-
tinent to dwell upon the Manners of fuch a Wretch as
obliges all whom he difappoints, though his Circumllan-
ces conftrain them to be civil to him. But there are
thofe that every one would be glad to fee, who foil into
the fame detellable Habit. It isa mercilefs thing that
any one can be at Eafe, and fuppofc a Set of People
have a Kindnefs for him, at that Moment waitinp*
out of Refpeft to him, and refufing to talle their Food
or Converfation with the utmoft Impatience. One of
thefe Promifers fometimes lhall make his E>;cufes for not
coming at all, fo late that half the Company have only
to lament, that they have neglefted Matters of Moment
to meet him whom they find a Trifler. They immedi-
~ely repent of the Value they had for him ; and fudi
Treatment repeated, makes Company never depend upon
his Promifes any more ; fo that he often comes at the
Middle of a Meal, where he is fecretly fiighted by the
Perfons with whom he eats, and curfed by the Servants,
whofe Dinner is delayed by his prolonging their Mafter’s
Entertainment. It is wonderful, that Men guilty this
way, could never have obferved, that the whiling 'Pime.
and gathering together, and waiting a little befwe Din-
ner, is the moll aukwardly paffed away ofany Part in
the four and twenty hours. If they did think at all, they
would refleft upon their Guilt, in lengthning fucli a
bulpcnfion of agreeable Life. The conllant offending
fc£l upon die llonelly
| z of
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r me with it. | take fhame upon my felf
J ™Mthis"Crime and more particularly for the greateft
committed of the Sort, that when as agreeable a
Company of Gentlemen and Ladies as ever were got to-
oethe? and | forfooth Mr. Spectator to be ofthe
Party with Women of Merit, like a booby as | was,
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Compunftion that | deferve, in fo many different Place*-
to be called a Trifler.

THIS Fault is fometimes to be accounted for, when
defirable People are fearful ofappearing precious and re-
ferved by Denials j but they will find the Apprehenfion of
that Imputation will betray them into a childifh Impo-
tence of Mind, and make them promife all who are fo-
kind to ask it of tliem. This leads fuch foft Creature*
into the Misfortune of fceming to return Overtures of
Good-will with Ingratitude. The firft Steps in the Breach
of a Man’s Integrity are much more important than Men
are aware of. The Man who fcruples breaking his Word
in little Things would not fuffer in his own Confcience
fo great Pain for Failures of Confequence, as he who
tJiinks every little Offence againll Truth and Jullice a
Difparagement. We fhould not make any thing we our
felves difapprove habitual to us, if we would be fure of
our Integrity.

| remember a Falfhood of the trivial Sort, tho’ not in
relation to Affignations, that expofed a Man toa very un-
eafy Adventure. Will._7rap and Jack Stint were Cham-
ber-fellows in the Jnner-Templeabocxt 25 Years ago. They
one Night fat in the Pit toMther at a Comedy, where
they both obferved and liked the fame young Woman in
the Boxes. Their Kindnefs for her entred both Hearts
deeper than they imagined. Stint had a good Faculty at
writing Letters of Love, and made his Addrefs privately
that way ; while Trap proceeded in the ordinary Courfe,
by Money and her Waiting-Maid. TJie Lady gave tliern
both Encouragement, receiving Trap into the utmoft Fa-
vour, and anfwering at the fame time Stint's Letters, and
giving him Appointments at third Places. Trap began to
fufpeft the Epiftolary Corrcfpondence of his Friend, and
difeover’d alfo that Stint opened all his Letters which
came to their common Lodgings, in order to form hi*
own Affignations. After much Anxiety and Refllefnefs,
Trap came to a Refolution, which he thought would
break off their Commerce with one another without any
hazardous Explanation. He therefore writ a Letter in a
feigned Hand to Mr. Trap at his Chambers in the Temple®
5//W,.according to Cuftom, feizedand opened it, and wag
«ot a little lurpris’d to find the Inftde direfted to him-~’

13 felf.





