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felf, when, with great Perturbation of Spirit, he read 
as follows.

Mr. Stint,
* V  O U Jiave gained a flight Satisfeftion at the Expence 
‘ A of doing a very heinous Crime. At the Price of
* a faithful Friend you have obtained an inconftant Mif-
* trefs. I  rejoice in this Expedient I have thought of to 
« break my Mind to you, and tell you. You are a bafc 
‘ Fellow, by a Means which does not expofe you to the 
‘ Affront except you deferve it. I  know. Sir, as crimi- 
‘ nal as you are, you have ftill Shame enough to avenge
* yourfelf againft the Hardinefs of any one that (hould 
‘ publickly tell you of it. I therefore, who have received 
‘ fo many fecret Hurts from you, {hall take Satisfac- 
‘ tion with Safety to my felf. I call you Safe, and you 
‘ muft bear it, or acknowledge i t ; I triumph over you 
‘ that you cannot come at me ; nor do 1 think it dif- 
‘ honourable to come in Armour to aflault him, w'ho
* was in Ambufeade when he wounded me.

‘ W H A T  need more be faid to convince you of be-
‘ ing guilty of the bafeft Praflice imaginable, than that it 
‘ is iuch as has made you liable to be treated after this 
‘ manner, while you your felf cannot in your own Con- 
‘ fcience but allow the Juftice of the Upbraidings of

Your Injured Friend,
rj> Ralph Trap.

N° 449. Tuefday, Auguft 5.

■. — Tibiferiptus, Matrona, libellus. Mart.

W H E N  I refleft upon my Labours for the Pul> 
lick, I cannot but obferve, that Part of the Spe­
cies, of which I profefs my felf a Friend and 

Guardian, is fometimes treated with Severity; that is, 
there are in my Writings many Deferiptions given of ill

Perfons,
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Perfons, and not any dire£t Encomium mads of thofe 
who arc good. Wlien I was convinced of this Error, I  
could not but immediately call to mind feveral of the Fair 
Sex of my Acquaintance, whofe Charadlers defcrve to be 
tranfmitted to Pollerity in Writings which will long out­
live mine. But I do not think that a Reafon why I Ihould 
not give them their Place in my Diurnal as long as it will 
lafl. For the Service therefore of my Female Readers, I  
lhall fingle out fome Charafters of Maids, Wives, and 
Widows, which deferve the Imitation of the Sex. She 
who lliall lead this fmall illullrious Number of Heroines 
lhall be the amiable Fidelia.

B E F O R E  I enter upon the particular Parts of her 
Charaftcr, it is necelTary to Preface, that (he is the only 
Child of a decrepid Father, whofe Life is bound up in 
hers. This Gentleman has ufed Fidelia from her Cradle 
with all the Tendernefs imaginable, and has viewed her 
growing Perfeftions with the Partiality of a Parent, that 
loon thought her accomplilhed above the Children of all 
other Men, but never thought flie was come to die ut- 
moft Improvement of wliich Ihe her felf was capable. 
This Fondnefs has had very happy Efieds upon his own 
Happinefs ; for ihe reads, Ihe dances, {he lings, ufes her 
Spinet and Lute to the utmofl Perfedlion : And the La­
dy’s Ufe of all thefe Excellencies, is to divert the old Man 
in his eafy Chair, when he is out of the Pangs of a 
Chrunic.ll Dillemper. Fidelia is now in the twenty third 
Year of her A ge; but the Application of many Lovers, 
her vigorous time of Life, her quick Senfe of all that is 
truly gallant and elegant in the Enjoyment of a plentiful 
Fortune, are not able to draw her from the Side of 
her good old Father. Certain it is, that there is no 
kind of Affeftion fo pure and angelick as that of a Father 
tom Daughter. He beholds her both with, and without 
Regard to our Sex. In Love to our Wives there is Deftre, 
to our Sons there is Ambition j but in that to our Daugh­
ters, there is fomething which there are no Words to 
exprefs. Her Life is deligned wholly Domellick, and Ihe 
is 10 ready a Friend and Companion, that every thing that 
pall'cs about a Man, is accompanied with the Idea of her 
Prefence. Her Sex alfo is naturally fo much expofed to 
Hazard, both as to Fortune and Innocence, that there is, 

I  4  perhaps.
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perhaps, a new Caufe of Fondnefs arifing from that Con-' 
fideration alfo. None but Fathers can have a true Scnfe 
of thefe Sort of Pleafures and Senfations; but my Fami­
liarity with the Father of Fidelia, makes me let drop the 
"Words which I have heard him fpeak, and obferve upon 
his Tendemefs towards her.

F I D E  L I  A  on her Part, as I was going to fay, as ac- 
complifhed as ihe is, with all her Beauty, Wit, Air and 
Mien, employs her whole Time in Care and Attendance 
upon her Father. How have I been charmed to fee one 
• f  the moil beauteous Women the Age has produced on 
her Knees helping on an old Man’s Slipper! Her filial 
Kegard to him is what ihe makes her Diverfion, her Bu- 
jinefs, and her Glory. When fhe was asked by a Friend 
of her deceaied Mother to admit of the Courtihip of her 
Son, Ihe anfwer’d. That (he had a great Refpcft and Gra­
titude to her for the Overture in Behalf of one fo near to 
her, but that during her Father’s Life fhe would admit 
into her heart no Value for any thing that Ihould interfere 
with her Endeavour to make his Remains of Life as happy 
and eafy as could be expefted in his Circumftanccs. The 
Lady admonifhed her of the Prime of Life with a Smile ; 
which Fidelia anfwered with a Franknefs that always at­
tends unfeigned Virtue. It is true, Madam, there is to b» 
fure very great Satisfaflions to be expelled in the Commerce 
o f a Man of Honour, vohom one tenderly loves ; but I  findfa 
much Satisfadlion in the Reflexion, hovs much I  mitigate 
a good Man's Pains, vehofe Welfare depends upon my AJfi- 
duity about him, that Ivoillingly exclude the lofe Gratifica- 
tations ofPaffionfor the folid Reflexions of Duty. I  knovj not 
nuhether any Man's Wife nxiould be allovP d, and {vshat I  
f i l l  more fear) I  knovs not vshether I, a Wife, flould be 
nxilling to be as officious as la m  at prefent about my Parent. 
Tile happy Father has her Declaration that (he will not 
itiarry during his Life, and the Pleafure of feeing that 
Refolution not uneafy to her. Were one to paint filial 
AfFedlion in its utmoil Beauty, he could not have a more 
lively Idea of it than in beholding Fidelia ferving her Fa­
ther at his Hours of Rifing, Meals and Reft.

W H E N  the general Crowd of Female Youth are con- 
fulting their Glaftes, preparing for Balls, Aflemblics, or 
Plays; for a young Lady, wlio could be regarded among

the.
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the foremoft in thofe Places, either for her Perfon, Wit, 
Fortune, or Converfation, and yet contemn all thefe En­
tertainments, to fweeten the heavy Hours of a decrepid 
Parent, is a Refignation truly heroick. Fidelia perform* 
the Duty of a N urfe with all the Beauty of a Bride; nor 
does Ihe negleft her Perfon, becaufe of her Attendance on 
him, when he is too ill to receive Company, to whom 
flie may make an Appearance.

F I D E  L I  A, who gives him up her Youth, does not 
think it any great Sacrifice to add to it the Spoiling of her 
Drefs. Her Care and Exadlnefs in her Habit, convince 
her Father of the Alacrity of her Mind ; and Ihe has of 
all Women the bell Foundation for affefting the Praife 
of a feeming Negligence. What adds to the Entertain­
ment of the good old Man is, that Fidelia, where Merit 
and Fortune cannot be overlook’d by Epillolary Lovers, 
reads over the Accounts of her Conquefts, plays on her 
Spinet the gayell Airs, (and while Ihe is doing fo, you 
would think her formed only for Gallantry) to intimate 
to him the Plcafures Ihe defpifes for his Sake.

T H O S E  who tliink themfelves the Patterns of good 
Breeding and Gallantry, would be aftoniflied to hear that 
in thofe Intervals when the old Gentleman is at Eafe, and 
can bear Company, there are at his Houfe in the moll re­
gular Order, Affemblies of People of the highell M erit; 
where there is Converfation without Mention of the 
Faults of the Abfent, Benevolence beween Men and Wo­
men without Paffion, and thehighell SubjeiSls of Moralit/- 
treated of as natural and accidental Difeourfe; All which 
is owing to the Genius oi Fidelia, who at once makes her 
Father’s Way to another World eafy, and her felf capable 
of being an Honour to his Name in this..

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,.
‘ ¥ Was the other ~Da.y Bear-Garden in hopes to 
* *  have feen your Ihort Face ; but not being fo fortu- 
‘ natc, I mull tell yon by way of Letter, That there is a 
‘ Myllery among the Gladiators which has cfcapedyouj>
‘ Spedlatorial Penetration. For being in a Box at an Ale- 
‘ houfe near that renowned Seat of Honour above-men- 
‘ tioned, 1 over-heard two Mailers of the Science agree- 
?■ ing, to quarrel on the next Opportunity . Xhis was to

I. S ' ■ t Jiappen.
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