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. "Jam favus apertam
In rabiem ceepit ’verti jocus, (S’ per honejlas 
Ire minax impune domes ' Hor.

T H  E R E is nothing fo fcandalous to a Government, 
and deteftable in the Eyes of all good Men, as de­
famatory Papers and Pamphlets; but at the fame 

time there is nothing fo difficult to tame, as a Satyrical 
Author. An angry Writer, who cannot appear in Print, 
naturally vents his Spleen in Libels and Lampoons. A 
cay old Woman, fays the Fable, feeing all her Wrinkle* 
xeprefented in a large Looking-glafs, threw it upop the 
Ground in a Paffion, and broke itiutoathoufandPiece.s 
but as (he was afterwards furveying the Fragments with 
a fpiteful kind of Pleafure, (he could not forbear uttering 
her felf in the following SoUloquy. What have I got by 
this revengeful Blow of mine, 1 liave only multiplied my 
Deformity, and fee an hundred ugly Faces, where before
1 fawbut one. r> /- 7

I T  has been propofed, to oblige every Perfon that vmtes 
c. Book, or a .Paper, to fvsear himjelf the Author of it , and 
enter donun in a publick Regifer his Name and Place of

’̂ ^ T H I S ,  indeed, would have effeaually fuppreffed aJI 
printed Scandal, which generally app^rs under borrowed 
Names, or under none at all. But it is to be feared, tm t 
fuch an Expedient would not only deftroy Scandal, but 
Learning. It would operate promifcuoufly, and root up 
the Corn and Tares together. N ot to mention fome of 
the moft celebrated Works of Piety, which have proceed­
ed from anonymous Authors, who have made it their 
Merit to convey to us fo great a Charity in fecret: There 
are few Works of Genius that come out at firft with the 
Author’s Name. The Writer generally makes a Trial of 
them in (be World before he owps thew > and, I  believe, 
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very few, who are capable of Writing, would fet Pen to 
Paper, if they knew, before-hand, that they mull not 
publilh their Produftions but on-fuch Occafions. For 
my own part, I mull declare, the Papers I prefcnt tho 
Publick are like Fairy Favours, which lhall laft no longer 
than while the Author is concealed.

T H A T  which makes it particularly difficult to re- 
ftrain thefe Sons of Calumny and Defamation is, that all 
Sides are equally guilty of it,and that every dirty Scribbler 
is countenanced by great Names, whofe Interells he pro­
pagates by fuch vile and infamous Methods. I  have ne­
ver yet lieard of a Minillry, who have inflidled an e.'C- 
emplary Punilhment on an Author that has fupported 
their Caufe with Falfhood and Scandal, and treated, in a 
moft cruel manner, the Names of thofe who have been 
looked upon as their Rivals and Antagonills. Would » 
Government fet an everlafting Mark of their Difpleafur» 
upon one of thofe infamous Writers, who makes hi* 
Court to them by tearing to pieces the Reputation of a 
Competitor, we Ihould quickly fee an End put to thi» 
Race of Vermin, that are a Scandal to Government, and 
a Reproach to Human Nature. Such a Proceeding would- 
make a Minifter of State fhine in Hillory, and would fill 
all Mankind with a juft Abhorrence of Perfons who 
fhould treat him unworthily, and employ againft him- 
thofe Arms which he fcorned to make ufe of againft liis 
Enemies.

I  cannot think that any one will be fo unjuft as to 
imagine, what I have here faid is fpoken with refpefl to 
any Party or Fadlion. Every one who has in him the 
Sentiments either of a Chriftian or Gentleman, cannot 
but be highly offended at this wicked and ungenerour 
Praftice which is fo much in ufe among us at prefent, 
that it is become a kind of National Crime, and diftin- 
guifhes us from all the Governments that lie about us. 
I  cannot but look upon thefineft Strokes of Satire which 
are aimed at particular Perfons, and which are fupported 
even with the appearances of Truth, to be the Marks of 
an evil Mind, and highly Criminal in themfelves. Infa­
my, like other Punilhments, is under the Diredlion and 
Dillribution of the Magiftrate, and not of any private 
Petfon. Accordingly we learn from a Fragment of Cicero,
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that tho’ there were very few Capital Punifliments in the 
twelve Tables, a Libel or Lampoon which took away 
the good Name of another, was to be punifhed by Death. 
But this is far from being our Cafe. Our Satire is no­
thing but Ribaldry, and BillingfgaU. Scurrility paffes 
for W i t ; and he who can call Names in the greateft Vari­
ety of Phrafes, is looked upon to have the Ihrewdeft Pen. 
By this Means theHonourof Families is ruined, the high- 
eft Pofts and greateft Titles are render’d cheap and vile in 
the Sight of the People; the nobleft Virtues, and moft 
exalted Parts expofed to the Contempt of the Vicious 
and the Ignorant. Should a Foreigner, who knows 
nothing of our private Fadlions, or one who is to aft his 
Part in the World when our prefent Heats and Animo- 
fities are forgot, Ihould, I fay, fuch an one form to him- 
felf a Notion of the greateft Men of all Sides in theBr/- 
tijh Nation, who are now living, from the Charafters 
which are given them in fome or other of thofe abomi­
nable Writings which are daily publiftied among us, 
what a Nation of Monflers muft we appear !

A S this cruel Praftice tends to the utter Subverfion of 
all Truth and Humanity among us, it deferves the utmoft 
Deteftation and Difcouragement of all who have either the 
Love of their Country, or the Honour of their Religion 
at Heart. I  would therefore earneftly recommend it to 
the Confideration of thofe who deal in thefe pernicious 
Arts of Writing ; and of thofe who take PJeafure in the 
Reading of them. As for the lirft, I have fpoken of them 
in former Papers, and have not ftuck to rank them vvith 
the Murderer and Affaffin. Every honeft Man fets as high 
a Value upon a good Name, as upon Life it felf; and I 
cannot but think that thofe who privily aflault the one, 
would deftroy the other, might they do it with tlie fame 
Security and Impunity.

A S for Perfons who take Pleafure in the reading and 
difperling of fuch deteftable Libels, I  am afraid tliey fall 
very little fhort of the Guilt of the firft Compofers. By 
a Law of the Emperors Valentinian and Valens, it was 
made Death for any Perfon not only to write a Libel, 
but if  he met with one by chance, not to tear or burn it. 
But becaufe I  would not be thought Angular in my Opi­
nion of this Matter, I  lhall conclude my Paper with the

Words
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Words of Monfieur Bayle, who was a Man of great Free­
dom of Thought, as well as of exquifite Learning and 
Judgment.

‘ I cannot imagine, that a Man who difperfes a Libel,
* ■ is lefs defirous of doing Mifchief than the Author him- 
‘ felf. But what (hall we fay of the Pleafure which a
* man takes in the Reading of a defamatory Libel ? Is it 
‘ notan heinous Sin in the' Sight of God ? We mull di- 
‘ llinguilh in this Point. This Pleafure is either an agree- 
‘ able Senfation we are affefted with, when we meet 
‘ with a witty Thought which is well exprefled, or it is 
‘ a Joy which we conceive from the Dilhonour of the 
‘ Perfon who is defamed. I  will fay nothing to the lirll 
‘ of thefe Cafes ; for perhaps fome would think tliat my 
‘ Morality is not fevere enough, if I Ihould affirm that a 
‘ Manis notMallerofthofeagreeableSenfations,any more 
‘ than of thofe occalioned by Sugar or Honey, when they 
‘ touch his Tongue ; but as to the fecond, every one 
‘ will own that Pleafure to be a heinous Sin. The Plea- 
‘ fure in the firft Cafe is of no Continuance; it prevents- 
‘ our Reafon and Reflexion, and may be immediately 
‘ followed by a fecrct Grief, to fee our Neighbour’s Ho- 
‘ nour blalled. I f  it docs not ceafe immediately, it is a 
‘ Sign that we are not difpleafed with the Ill-nature o f  
‘ the Satyrill, but are glad to fee him defame his Enemy 
‘ by all kinds of Stories; and then we deferve the Pu- 
‘ nilhment to which the Writer of the Libel is fubjeft. 
‘ 1 fliall here add the Words of a Modern Author. St.
‘ Gregory upon excommunicating thofe Writers nxbo had 
‘ dijhonoured Callorius, does not except thofe nuho read their 
‘ Works ; beaufe, fays he, i f  Calumnies ha ve alnuays been 
‘ the delight oftheir Hearers, and a gratification of thofe Fer~ 
‘ font ’■juho have no other Advantage over konefi Men, is 
‘ not he voho takes Pleafure in reading them as guilty as he 
‘ voho compofed them ? It is an uncontelled Maxim, that 
‘ they who approve an Adlion would certainly do it if they 
‘ could ; that is, if fome Reafon of Self love did not hinder 
‘ them. There is no diflerence,faysCfffro,betweenadvifing 
‘ a Crime,and approving it when committed. T\^t Roman 
‘ Law confirmed this Maxim, having fubjedled the. Ap- 
‘ provers and Authors of this Evil to the fame Penalty. 
'  We may titerefore conclude, tliat thofe who are pleafed
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