N2 The S?E CT AT 0-R.  Ne'453/

« witli reading Defamatory Libels, fo far as to approve
‘ the Authors and Difperfcrs of them, are as guilty asif
* thdy had compofed them ; for if they do not write fuch
‘ Libels themfelves, it is becaufe they have not the Talent
of Writing, or bccaufe they will run no hazard.
THE Author produces other Authorities to confirm
his Judgment in tliis Particular. C
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BJI natura Hominum Nowtatisanjida. Plin. apud Lillium,

H E RE is no Humour in my Countrymen, which
T I am more inclined to wonder at, than their gene-

ral Thirft after News. There are about halfa Do-
Svn Ingenious Men, who live very plentifully upon this
Curiofityof their Fellow-Subjedts. They all of them re-
ceive the fame Advices from abroad, and very often in thff
fame Words ; but their Way ofcooking it is fo different,
that there is no Citizen, who has an Eye to the publick’
Good, that can leave the Coffee-houfe with Peace of Mind'
before he has given every one of them a Reading. Thefe
fsveral Dilhes of News are fo very agreeable to the Palate'
of my Countrymen, that they are not only pleafed with
them when they are ferved up hot,but when they are again
fee cold before them, by thofe penetrating Politicians,
who oblige the Publick with their Reflexions and Obfer-
vations upon every Piece of Intelligence that is fent us
from abroad. The Text is given us by one fet of Wri-
ters, and the Comment by another.

B U T notwithftanding we have the fame Tale told us'
in fo many different Papers, and if occafion requires in'
fo many Articles-of the fame Paper ; notwithftanding in
a Scarcity of Foreign Polls we hear the fame Story re-
peated,by different Advices from Paris,Brufel$,t.hc Hague,
and from every great Town in Europe ; notwithftanding-
the Multitude of Annotations, Explanations, Reflexions,
and various Readings which it paffes through, our Tims

lies
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lies heavy on our Hands till the Arrival ofa frefh Mail:
We long to receive further Particulars, to hearwhat will
be the next Step, or what will be the Confequences of
that which has been already taken. A Wefterly Wind
keeps the whole | own in Sufpence, and puts a Stop to
Convcrfation.

T PI I S general Curiofity has been raifed and inflamed
by our late Wars, and if rightly direfled might be of
good Ufe to a Perfon who has fuch a Third awakened
in him.  Why lhould nota Man, who takes Delightin
reading every thing that is new, apply himfelfto Hidory,
Travels, and otherWritings of the fame kind, where he
will find perpetual Fuel for his Curiofity, and meet with
much more Pleafure and Improvement than in thefe Pa-
pers of the Week ? An honed Tradefman,who languilhes
a whole Summer in Expeftation of a Battle, and perhaps
is balked at lad, may here meet with halfa dorxmin a
Day. He may read the News of a whole Campaign, in
kfs time than he now bedows upon the Produdiions of a
Angle Pod. Fights, Conqueds and Revolutions lie thick
together. The Reader’s Curiofity is raifed and fatisfied
every Moment, and his Paflions difappointed or gratified,
without being detained in a State of Uncertainty from
Day to Day, orlying at the Mercy of Seaand Wind. In
lhort, the Mind is not here kept in a perpetual Gape after
Knowledge, nor punifhed with tliat eternal Third, which
is the Portion of all our modern News-mongers and Cof-
fee-houfe Politicians.

ALL Matters of Faft, which a Man did not know be-
fore, are News to him; and | do not fee how any Ha-
berdalher in Cheapfide is more concerned in the prefent
Quarrel of the Cantons, than he was in that of the
League. At lead, I believe every one will allow me, it
is of more Importance to an Englijhman to know the
Hidory of his Ancedors, than that ofhis Contemporaries
who live upon die Banks of the Danube or the Borifthenes.
As for thole who are of another Mind, | Ihall recommend
to them the following Letter, from a Projeftor, who is
willing to turn a Penny by cliis rcmarliable Curiofity of
his Countrymen.

Mr.
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Mr. Spectator,
*"yr O U mult have obferved, that Men who frequent
‘1 Coffee-houfes, and delight in News, are pleafed
* with every thing that is Matter of Fa6l, Ib it be what
‘ tliey have not heard before. A Vidtory, or a Defeat,
* are equally agreeable to them. The fliutting of a Car-
‘ dinal’s Mouth pleafes them one Poll, and the opening of
‘it another. They are glad tb hear the French Court is
* removed to Marli, and are afterwards as much delighted
* with its Returnto Vtrfailles. Tiiey read the Advertife-
“ ments with the fame Curiofity as the Articles ofpublick
“ Nelvs ; and are as pleafed to hear of a Pye bald
* Horfe that isllray’d outoTa Field near IJlington, as of a
“ whole Troop that have been enraged in any Foreign
* Adventure. In lhortthey have a Relith for every thing
‘ that is News, let the Matter of it be what itwill; or,
‘ to fpeak more properly, they are Men of a Voracious
* Appetite, butno Talle. Now, Sir, fince the great Foim-
‘ tain of News, | mean the War, is very near being
' dried up ; and fince thefe Gentlemen have contradled
* fuch an incxtinguilhable Third after it; | have taken
* their Cafe and my own into Confideratipn, and have
‘ thought of a Projedt which may turn to the Advantage
* of us both. | have Thoughts of publilhing a daily Pa-
* per which Ihall comprehend in it all the moll remark-
“ @Yle occurrences in every littleTown,VillageandHam-
‘ let that lie within ten Miles of London, or in other
‘ Words, within the Verge of the Penny-Poll. | have
‘ pitched upon this Scene of Intelligence for two Rea-
* fons ; lirll becaufe the Carriage of Letters will be very
‘ cheap; and fecondly, becaufe | may receive them every
‘ Day. By this means my Readers will have their News
' frelh and frelh, and many worthy Citizens who cannot
' fleep with any Satisfadlion at prefent, for want of be-
> ing informed how the World goes, may go to Bed

contentedlhl, it being my Defign to put out my Paper

every Night at Nine-o’-Clockprecifely. 1 have alrea-

dy ellablilhed Correfpondences in thefe feveral Places,

and received very good Intelligence.

“ BY my lall Advices from Knightshridge | hear that

a Horfe was clapped into the Pound on thethirﬂ In-
‘ llant.
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‘ ftant, and that he was not releafed when tlie Letters.
‘ came away.
“ W E are informed from PankrUge, that a dozenWed-
‘ dings were lately celebrated in the Mother Church of
‘ that Place, but are referred to their next Letters for
' the Names of the Parties concerned.
‘LETTERS from Brumfton advife. That the Wi-
* dow Blight hiA received feveral Vifits from John Mill-
den>éj, which affords great matter of Speculation in thofe
* Parts
‘ BV a Filherman which lately touched at Hammer-
‘ fmiih, there is Advice from Putney, that a certain Per-
* fon well known in that Place, is like to lofe his Eleftion
* for Church-warden, but this being Boat-news, we can-
‘ not give intire Credit to it.
‘LETTERS from Paddington bring little more.
* thanthat William Squeak, the Sow-gelder,paffed through
‘ that Place the fifth Jnftant.
‘*THEY advife from Fulham, that things remained
‘ there in the fame State they were. They had Intelli-
‘ gsnce, juft as the Letters came away, of a Tub of ex-
‘ cellent Ale juft fet abroach at Parfons Green; but
‘ this wanted Confirmation.
‘| have here. Sir, given you a Specimen of the News
* with which | intend to entertain the Town, and which,
* when drawn up regularly in the Form of a News Paper’
* will, | doubt not, be very acceptable to many of thofe
Publick-fpirited Readers, who take more delight in
* acquainting themfelves with otlierPeoples Bufinefsthan
* their own. | hope a Paper of this Idnd, which lets us
* know what is done near home, may be more ufeful to
“ us, than thofe which are filled with Advices from Zwr
* and Bender, and make fome amends for that Dearth of
* Intelligence, which we may juftly apprehend from times
‘ of Peace. If I find that you receive this Projeil fa-
* vourably, | will Ihortly trouble you with one or two
‘ more ; and in the mean time am, moft worthy Slr
* with all due Reljxift,

Tour mojl Obedient,
C and moJl Humble Servant.

Saturday”





