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Spectator-

T Defire you would printthis in Italick, fo as it may
be generally taken notice of. It is defigned only

* to admonifh all Perfons, who fpeak either at the Bar,
“ iPulpit, orany publick Aflembly whatfoever, how they
“ difcover their Ignorance in the Ufe of Similes. There
‘ are in the Pulpit it felf as well as other Places, fiich
* grofs Abufes in this Kind, that | give this Warning to
*all I know. | fliall bring them for the Future before
* your Spedlatorial Authority. OnSunday laft, one, who
“ Ihall be namelefs, reproving feveral of his Congregation
* for Handing at Prayers, was pleafed to fay. One wcoufd
' think, like the Elephant, you had no Knees. Now | my
* felffaw an Elephant in Bartholemenjo-Fair kneel down to
* take on his Back the ingenious Mr. William Pinkethman.
T [ Your moji humble Servant,

N® 456. JVednefday, Augujl 13.

De quo libelli in celeherrimis locis proponuntur,
Httic neperire quidem tacite cenceditur. Tull.

YW AY, in his Tragedy of Vtnice preferv d, has de-
feribed the Mifery ofa Man, whofc Ellefts arc iii
the Hands of the Law, with great Spirit. The
Bitternefs of being the Scorn and Laugliter of bafe Minds,
the Anguilh of being infulted by Men hardened beyftnd
the Senie of Shame or Pity, and the Injury of a Man's
Fortune being walled, under Pretence of Jullice, are ex-
Jcelflfently aggravated in the following Speech oi Pierrno
affeir:

| pa/s'd this very Motnent by thy Doors,
And found them guarded by a Troop of Villains:
The Sons ofpublick Rapine vsere dejlroyisig.
They told me, by the Sentence of the Lavi,
They had CommidJion to feizaall thy Fortune:
Hay more, Priuli’; cruel Hand hadftgn'd it.
Her*
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Hereflood a Ruflian luith a horrid Face,
Lording it o'er a Pile of majjy Plate,
Tumbled into a Heapfor publick Sale.

There <wes another making niillanous Jefls

At thy undoing ; He had taen Pofe]Jion

O fall thy ancient mofl domeflick Ornainents ;
Rich Hangings intermix'd and ‘wrought ‘with Goldi
The ‘uery Bed, ‘which on thy Wedding Night
Recei'v'd thee to the Arms of Belvidera,

The Scene of all thy Joys ‘was ‘violated

By the coarfe Hands offilthy Dungeon Villains,
And thrown amongfi the common Lumber.

NOTHIN G indeed can be more unhappy than
the Condition of Bankruptcy. The Calamity which hap-
pens to us by ill Fortune, or by the Injury of others, hasin
it fome Confolation ; but what arifes from our own Misbe-
haviour or Error, is the State of the moll exquifite Sor-
row. When a Man confiders not only an ample Fortune,
but even the very NccelTaries of Life, his Pretence to
Food it felf at the Mercy of his Creditors, he cannot
but look upon himfelfin the State of the Dead, with his
Cafe thus much worfe, that the lall Office is performed
by his Adverfaries inftead of his Friends. From this Hour
the cruel World does not only take poffelfion of his
whole Fortune, but even of every thing elfe, which had
no Relation to it. All his indifferent Adjons have new
Interpretations put upon them; and thofe whom he has
fevoured in his former Life, difeharge themfelves of their
Obligations to him, by joining in the Reproaches of his
Enemies.' It is almolt incredible that it Ihould be fo ;
but it is too often feen that there isa Pride mixed with the
Impatience of the Creditor, and there are who would ra-
ther recover their own by the Downfid of a profperous
Man, than be difeharged to the common Satisfaction of
themfelves and their Creditors. The wretched Man, who
was lately Mailer of Abundance, is now under the Direc-
tion of others; and theWifdom, Oeconomy, good Senfe
and Skill in human Life before, by reafon of his prefent
Misfortune, are of no Ufe to him in the Difpofuion of
any thing. The Incapacity ofan Infant ora Lunatick,
is defigucd for his Provifion and Accommodation ; but

that
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that of a Banlirnpt, without any Mitigation in rcfpeft of
the Accidents by which it arrived, is calculated tor his
utter Ruin, except there be a Remainder ample enough
after the Difcharge of his Creditors to bear alio the Ex-
pence of rewarding thofe by whofe Means the Effedl of
all his Labours was transferred from him. I'heManis
to look on and fee others giving Diredlions upon what
Terms and Conditions his Goods are to be purchafed,
and all this ufually done not with an Air of Ikuilccs to
difpofe of his Effeds, but Deftroyers to divide and tear
them to Pieces.

T H E R E is fometliing facred in Mifery to great and
good Minds; for this Reafon all wife Lawgivers have
fen extremely tender how they let loofe even tlie Man
who has Right on his Side, to ail with any Mixture of
Refentment againll the Defendant. Virtuous and modell
Men, though they be ufed with fame Artifice, and have
it in their Power to avenge thcmfelves, arc flow in the
Application of that Power, and are ever conftrained to go
into rigorous Meafures. They are careful to demonllrate
themfelves not only Perfons injured, but alfo that to bear
it nolonger, would be a Means to make the Ofiender injure
others, before they proceed. Such Men clap their Hands
upon their Hearts, and confider what it is to have at their
Mercy the Life of a Citizen, Such would have it to fay
to their ertvn Souls, if poffible. That they were merciful
when they could have dellroy”, rather than when it was
in their Power to have fpared a Man, they deftroyed.
This is a Due to the common Calamity of human Life,
due in fome meafure to our very Enemies. They who
Icruple doing the leaft Injury, are cautious of exailingthe
utmoft Juftice.

LET any one who is converfant in the Variety of
Human Life reflefl upon it, and he will find the Alan
who wants Mercy has a Tafte of no Enjoyment of any
Kind. There is a natural Difrelifli of every thing which
is good in his very Nature, and he is born an Enemy to
the World. He is ever extremely, partial to himfelfin all
his Aflions, and has no Senfe of Iniquity but from tlw
Punifhment which fhall attend it. The Law of the
Land is his Gofpel, and all his Cafes of Confcience are
determined by his Attorney. Sucli Men know not

wliat
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what it is to gladden the Heart of a milerable Man,
that Riches are the Inftruments of ferving the Purpofcs
of Heaven or Hell, according to the Difpofition of the
Pofieffor. The wealthy can torment or gratify all who
are in their Power, and choofe to do one or other aa
they are affefled with Love or Hatred to Mankind. As
for fuch wlio are infenCble of the Concerns of otliers,
but mcerly as tliey alFeil thcmfelves, tnefe Men are to be
valued only for their Mortality, and as we hope better
Things from their Heirs. | could not but read with
great Delight a Letter from an eminent Citizen, who has
failed, to one who was intimate with him in his better
Fortune, and able by his Countenance to retrieve his loll
Condition.

5 7R,
* T T isin vain to multiply Words and make Apologies
for what is never to be defended by the beft Ad-
vocate in the World, the Guilt of being Unfortunate.
All that a Man in my Condition can do or fay, will be
received with Prejudice by the Generality of iMankind,
but I hope not with you : You have been a great In-
llrument in helping me to get what | have loll, and |
Icnow (for that Reafon, as well as Kindnefs to me) you
cannot but be in Pain to fee me undone. To lhew
you | am not a Man incapable of bearing Calamity,
I will, though a poor Man, lay aCde the Diflimilion '
between us, and talk w'ith the Frankn’efs we did when
we were nearer to an EquaUty : As all I do will be
received witli Prejudice, all youdo will be looked upon
with Partiality. What | delire of you, is, that you,
who arc courted by all, would fmile upon me who am
fliunncd by all. Let that Grace and Favour which your
Fortune throws upon you, be turned to make up the
Coldnefs and Indifference that isufed towards me. All
good and generous Men will have an Eye of Kindnefs
lor me for ray own Sake, and the reft of the World
will regard me for yours. There isa happy Contagi-
on in Riches, as well as a deftruftive one in Poverty ;
the Rich can make rich without parting with any of
their Store, and the Converfation of the Poor makes
* Men poor, though they borrow nothing of them. How
* this
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