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H A V I N G  given you a Sketch of this Projeft, I  
lhal), in the next Place, fuggeft to you another for a 
Monthly Pamphlet, which I lhall likewife fubmit to your 
Speftatorial Wifdom. I  need not tell you. Sir, tliat there 
are (everal Authors in France, Germany, and Holland, as 
well as in our own Country, who publilh every Month, 
wliat they call An Account of the Works o f the Learned, in 
which they give us an Abllradl of all luch Books as are 
printed in any Part of Europe. Now, -Sir, it is my De- 
fign to publilh every Month, An Account o f the Works of 
the Unlearned. Several late Produdions of my own 
Country-men, who many of tliem make a very eminent 
Figure in the illiterate World, encourage me in this Un­
dertaking. I may, in this Work, poflibly make a Re­
view of feveral Pieces which have appeared in the Fo-. 
reign Accounts above-mentionsd, tho’ they ought not to 
luvc been taken notice of in Works which bean fuch a 
T itle. I may, likewife, take into Confideration fucli 
Pieces as appear, from time to time, under the Namesof 
thofe Gentlemen v.'ho compliment one another in Pub- 
lick Affemblies, ■ by the Title of the Learned Gentlemen. 
Our Party-Authors will alfo afford me a great Variety of 
Subjcdls, not to mention Editors, Commentators, arid 
others, who are often Men of no Learning, or what is 
as bad, of no Knowledge. I  lhall not enlarge upon tlu's 
F lint; but if you think any thing can be made of it, .1 
lhall fet about it with all the Pains and Application tliat fa 
ufeful a W ork deferves.

1  am enter,
^  Mojltwortly S I R ,  &c.

N° 458. Friday, Auguft
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1 Could got but fmile at the Account that was Y.eller- 
d.ay given me of a modell young Gentleman, who 
being invited to an Entertainment, though he was not 

ufed to drink, liad not the Coulidcnce to refule his Glafs
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in his Turn, when on a fudjen • he grew fo fluftered that 
he took all the Talk of the Table into his own Hands, 
abufed every one of the Company, and flung a Bottle at 
the Gentleman’s Head who treated him. This has given 
me Occafion to refleft upon the ill Effefts of a vicious 
Modefty, and to remember the Saying of Brutus, as it is 
quoted by Plutarch, that the Perfon has had but an ill E- 
ducation, nxko has not been taught to deny any thing. This 
falfe kind of Modefty, has, perhaps, betrayed both Sexes 
into as'many Vices as the moft abandoned Impudence, and 
is the more inexcufable to Reafon, becaufe it afts to gra­
tify others rather than it felf, and is punifhed with a kind 
of Remori'e, not only like other vicious Habits when the 
Crime is over, but even at the very time tliat it is com- 

. mitted.
N O T H I N G  is more admirable than true IVIodefty, 

and nothing is more contemptible than the falfe. The 
one guards \''irtue, the other betrays it. True Modefty 
is aftiamed to do any thing that is repugnant to the Rules 
of right Reafon: Falfe Modefty is a^amed to do any 
thing that is oppofite to the Humour of the Company. 
True Modefty avoids everything that is criminal, falfe 
Modefty every thing that is unfalhionable. I'he latter is 
only a general undetermined Inftind; the former is that 
Inftindl, limited and circumferibed by the Rules of Pru­
dence and Religion.

W E may conclude thatModefty to be falfe and vicious, 
which engages a Man to do any thing that is ill or indif- 
creet, or which reftrains him from doing any thing that is 
of a contrary Nature. How many Men, in the common 
Concerns of Life, lend Sums of Money which they are 
not able to fpare, are bound for Perfons whom they have 
but little Friendfhip for, give Recommendatory CharaiRers 
of Men whom they are not acquainted with, beftow Pla­
ces on thofe whom they do not efteem. Live in fuch a 
Manner as they thcmfelvcs do not approve, and all this 

• meerly becaufe they have not the Confidence to refill So­
licitation, Importunity or Example ?

N O R  does this falfe Modefty expofe us only to fuch 
Aftions as are indifereet, but very often to fuch as are 
highly criminal. When Xenophanes was called timorous, 
becaufe he would not venture his Money in a Game at

Dice;
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Dice; Iconfejs, faid he, that /  am txceeding timorous, for 
I  dare not da any ill thing. On the contrary, a Man of 
vicious Modefty complies with every thing, and is only 
fearful of doing what may look Angular in the Company 
where he is engaged. He falls in with the Torrent, and 
lets himfelf go to every Adlion or Difeourfe, however un- 
juilifiable in it felf,'fo it be in Vogue among the prefent 
I’arty. 'r iis , tho’ one of the moll common, is one of the 
moll ridiculous Difpofitions in human Nature, that Men 
Ihould not be alhamed of fpeaking or adling in a diffolute 
or irrational Manner, but that one who is in their Com­
pany Ihould be alhamed of governing himfelf by the Prin­
ciples of Reafon and Virtue.

I  N the fecond Place we are to confider fiilfe Modelly, 
as it rellrains a Man from doing what is good and lauda­
ble. My Readers own Thoughts will fugged to him 
many Inllances and Examples under this Head. J Ihall 
only dwell upon one Reflexion, which I  cannot make 
without a Secret Concern. We have in England s. parti­
cular Balhfulnefs in every thing that regards Religion. A 
well-bred Man is obliged to conceal any Serious Senti­
ment of this Nature, and very often to appear a greater 
Libertine than he is, that he may keep himfelf in Coun­
tenance among the Men of Mode. Our Excefs of Mo- 
•delly makes us lhamefaced in all the Exercifes of Piety 
and Devotion. This Humour prevails upon us daily ; in- 
fomuch, that at many well-bred Tables, the Mailer of the 
Houfe is fo very modell a M.an, that he has not the Con- 
Adence to fay Grace at his own Table : A Cullom which 
is not only pradlifed by all the Nations about us, but was 
never omitted by the Heathens themfelves. Englijh Gen­
tlemen who travel into Roman-Catholick Countries, are 
not a little furprized to meet with People of the bell 
Quality kneeling in their Churches, and engaged in their 
private Devotions, tho’ it be not at the Hours of Pubiick 
Worlhip. An Officer of the Army, or a ManofW itand 
Pleafurein thofe Countries, would be afraid oPpafling 
not only for an irreligious, but an ill-bred Man, lliould 
he be feen to go to Bed, or fit down at Table, with­
out offering up his Devotions on fuch Occafions. I 'he  
fame Show of Religion npjxars in all the Foreign Re­
formed Churches, and enters fo much in their Ordinary
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Converfation, that an Englijhman is apt to term them H y­
pocritical and Precife.

T H I S  little Appearance of a Religious Deportment 
in our Nation, may proceed in fome meafure from that 
Modelly which is natural to us, but the great Occallon of 
it is certainly this. Thofe Swarms of Seflaries that ove- 
ran the Nation in the time of the gfeat Rebellion, car­
ried their Hypocrify fo high, that they had converted 
our whole Language into a Jargon of Enthuliafm ; info- 
much that upon die Relloration Men thought diey could 
not recede too far from the Behaviour and Pratlice of 
tliofe Perfons, who had made Religion a Cloke to fo ma­
ny Villanies. This led them into the other Extreme, e- 
very Appearance of Devotion was looked upon as Puri­
tanical, and falling into the Hands of the Ridiculers who 
flouriflied in that Reign, and attacked every thing that 
was Serious, it has ever fince been out of Countenance 
among us. By this means we are gradually fallen into 
tliat Vicious Modelly which lias in fome meafure worn 
out from among us the Appearance of Chrillianity in 
Ordinary Life and Converfation, and which dillinguilhes 
us from all our Neighbours.

H Y P O C R I S Y  cannot indeed be too much dete'll- 
ed, but at the fame time is to be preferred to open Impie­
ty. They are both equally deftrudlive to the Perfon who- 
is poffeffed with them; but in regard to others, Hypo­
crify is not fo pernicious as bare-laced Irreligion. 'I'he 
due Mean to be obferved is to be fincerely Virtuous, and 
at the fame time to let the World fee we are fo. I do not 
know a more dreadful Menace in the Holy Writings, than 
that which is pronounced againft thofe who have this 
perverted Modelly, to be alharaed before Men in a Parti­
cular of fuch unfpeakablc Importance. C
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