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—  quicquid dignum fapiente bonoque eft. Hor.

Re l i g i o n  may be confidered under two Gene­
ral Heads. The firll comprehends what we are to 
believe, the other what we are to pradlife. By 

thofe things which we are to believe, I  mean w hatevi 
is revealed to us in tlie Holy Writings, and which we 
could not have obtained the Knowledge of by the Light 
of Natures by the things wliich we are to praftifef I  
mean all thofe Duties to which we are direfted by Reafon 
or Natural Religion. The firll of thefe I lhall dillinguilh 
by the Name of Faith, the fecond by that of Morality.

1 F we look into the more ferious Part of Mankind, we 
find many who lay fo great a Strefs upon Faith, that they 
neglea Morality; and many who build fo much upon Uo~ 
rality, that tliey do not pay a due Regard to Faith. The 
perfeft Man fhould be defedlive in neither of thefe Parti­
culars, as will be very evident to thofe who confider the 
Benefits which arife from each of tlicm, and which I  (hall 
make the Subjedl of this Day’s Paper 
N O T W I T H S T A N D I N G  this general Divifion 

of Chriftian Duty into Morality and Faith, and that they 
have both their peculiar Excellencies, the firll has the 
Pre-eminence in feveral Re/pedts.

Fir/}, B E C A U S E  the greateil Part of Morality (as I 
have Hated the Notion of it,)'is of a fixt Eternal Nature, 
and will endure when Faith Hull fail, and be loll in Con- 
vidlion.

Secondly, B E C A U S E  a Perfon may be qualified to 
do greater Good to Mankind, and become more beneficial 
to the World, by Morality, without Faith, than by Faith 
Without Morality.

Thirdly, B E C A U S E  Morality gives a greater Perfec­
tion to human Nature, by quieting the M înd, moderat- 
ing the Paflions, and advancing the Happinefs of every 
Man m his private Capacity.

Fourthly,
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Fourthly B E C A U S E the Rule of Morality is much 
more certain than that of Faith, all the Civilized Nations 
of the World agreeing in the great Points of Morality, 
as much as they differ in thofc of Faith.

Fifthly, B E C A U S E  Infidelity is not of fo malignant 
aNature as Immorality ; or to put the fame Realon in 
another Light, becaufe it is generally owned, there may 
be Salvation for a virtuous Infidel, (particularly in the 
Cafe of Invincible Ignorance) but none fora vicious Be­
liever. _ , . _ . .

Sixthly, B E C A U S E  Faith feems to draw its Prmci- 
pal, if not all its Excellency, from the Influence it has 
upon Morality ; as we fhall fee more at large, if we con- 
fider wherein conClls the Excellency of Faith, or the Be- 
Eef of Revealed Religion ; and this I think is,

Firfl, IN  explaining and carrying to greater Heights, 
fcveral Points of Mor^ity. _
■ Secondly, IN  fumifhing new and llronger Motives to
enforce the Pfaftice of Morality. r  . c

Fhirdly, I N giving us more amiable Ideas of the su­
preme Being, more endearing Notions of one another, and 
a truer State of our felves,- both in regard to the G randeur 
and Vilenefs of our Natures. .

Fourthly, B Y fhewing us the Blacknefs and Deformity 
of Vice, which in the Chrillian Syftem is fo very great, 
that he who is pofTefled of all Perfedion and the Spve- 
reien Judge of it, is reprefented by feveral of our Divines 
as hating Sin to the fame Degree that he loves the Sacred 
Perfon who was made the Propitiation of it.

Fifthly, I N  being the ordinary and prefcnbed Method 
cf niaking Morality efFcdual to Salvation.

I have only touched on thefe feveral Heads, which every 
one who is converfant in Difcourfes of this Nature will 
eafily enlarge upon in his own Thoughts, and draw Con- 
clufions from them wliich may be ufeful to him in the 
Condiift of his Life. One 1 am fure is fo obvious, that 
he cannot mifs it, namely that a Man cannot beperfedt in 
his Scheme of Morality, who docs not llrcngthen and 
fupport it with that of the Chrillian Faith.

B E S I D E S  this, 1 Biall lay down t.wo or three other 
Maxims which I think we may deduce frem what has
been faid. .Ftrjt,
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FirJ}, T H A T  we fliould be particularly cautious of 
making any thing an Article of Faith, which does not 
contribute to the Confirmation or Improvement of Mo­
rality.

Secondly, T H  A T  no Article of Faith can be true and 
authentick, which weakens or fubverts the praflical Part 
of Religion, or what I  have hitherto called Morality.

thirdly, T H A T  the greateft Friend of Morality, or 
Natural Religion, cannot poflibly apprehend any Danger 
from embracing Chriftianity, as it is preferved pure Md 
uncorrupt in the Doftrines of our National Church.

T H  E R E is likewife another Maxim which I  think 
may be drawn from the foregoing Confiderations, which 
is this, that we Ihould, in all dubious Points, confider 
any ill Confequences that may arife from them, fuppofing 
they ihould be Erroneous, before we give up our Aflent 
to them.

F O R  Example, In that difputable Point of Perfecuting 
Men for Confcience Sake, befides the imbitterin" their 
Minds with Hatred, Indignation, and all the Vehemence 
of Refentment, and infnaring them to profefs what they 
do not believe ; we cut them off from the Pleafures and 
Advantages of Society, afflidl their Bodies, diftrefs their 
Fortunw, hurt their Reputations, ruin their Families,make 
their Lives painful, or put an End to them. Sure when I  
fee fuch dreadful Confequences rifing from a Principle, I  
would be as fully convinced of tlie Truth of it, as of a 
Mathematical Demonftration, before I  would venture to 
aft upon it, or make it a part of my Religion.

IN  this Cafe the Injury done our Neighbour is plain 
and evident, the Principle that puts us upon doing it, of 
a dubious and difputable Nature. Morality feems highly 
violated by the one, and whether or no a Zeal for what 
a Man thinks the true Syllem of Faith may juftify it, is 
very uncertain. I  cannot but think, if our Religion pro­
duces Charity as wall as Zeal, it will not be for lliewing 
it felf by fuch cruel InKances. But, to conclude with 
the \Vords of an excellent Author, iFe hanie juft tnouih 
Religion to make us, hate, but not enough to make us lame 
one another. q

VoL. VI. Monday,
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