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N° 460. Monday, Augujl 18.

Decipimur Specie Re3 i • Hor.

oU R Defedls and Follies are too often unknown tq 
nay, they are fo far from being known to us.us

that they pafs for Dcmonllrations of our Worth. 
This makes us eafy in the midft of them, fond to (hew 
them, fond to improve in them, and to be efteemed for 
them. Then it is that a thoufand unaccountable Conceits, 
gay Inventions, and extravagant Adlions mull afford us 
Pleafures, and difplay us to others in the Colours which 
we ourlelves take a Fancy to glory in : And indeed there 
is fomething fo amufing for the time in this State of Va­
nity and ill-grounded Satisfatlion, that even the wifer 
World has chofen an exalted Word to defcribe its In- 
chantments, and called it The Paradife o f Tools.

P E R'H A P S  the latter Part of this Reflexion may 
feem a falfe Thought to foine, and bear another Turn 
than what I liave given; but it is at prefent none of my 
Buflnefs to look after it, who am going to confefs that I  
have been lately amongft them in a Vifion.

M E T  H  OU G H  T , I was tranfported to a Hill,green, 
flawery, and of an eafy Afcent. Upon tire broad'l op of 
it refilled fquint-eyedE/rw, and popular with nta-
ny Heads j two that dealt in Sorcery, and were famous 
for betwitching People with the Love of tliemfelves. To 
thefe repaired a Multitude from every fide, by two dif­
ferent Paths which lead towards each of them. Some 
who had the moft a(Tuming Air, went diredlly of them- 
felves to Error, without expefling a Conduftor ; others 
of a fofter Nature went firft to popular Opinion, from 
whence as Ihe influenced and engaged them with their own 
Praifes, (he delivered them over to his Government.

W H E N  we had afcended to an open Part of the Sum­
mit wher« Opinion abode, we found her entertaining fe- 
veral who had arrived before us. Her Voice was plea- 
Sir.g i (he breathed Odours as (he fpoke ; She feemed to
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have a Tongue for everyone; every one thought he heard 
of fomething that was valuable in himfelf, and expedteda 
Paradife which Ihe promifed as the Reward of his Merit. 
Thus were we drawn to follow her, till flie Ihould bring 
us where it was to be bellowed : And it was obfervable, 
^lat all the Way we went, the Company was either praif- 
ing themfelves for their (Qualifications, or one another 
for thofe Qualifications which they took to be confpicu- 
Qus in their own Charaflers, or difpraifiiig others for- 
wanting theirs, or vying in the Dregrecs of them.

A 'i' laft we approached a Bower, at the Entrance of 
which Error was leated. The Trees were thick-woven, 
and the Place where he fat artfully contrived to darken 
him a little. He was difguifed in a whitilh Robe, which 
he had put on, that he might appear to us with a nearer 
Refemblance to Truib : And as Ihe has a Light whereby 
Ihe manifells the Beauties of Nature to the Eyes of her 
Adorers, fo he had provided himfelf with a magical 
Wand, that he might do fomething in Imitation of it, 
and plcafe with Delufions. This he lifted folcmnly, and 
muttering to himfelf, bid the Glories which he kept un­
der Inchantment to appear before us. Immediately we 
call our Eyes on that part of the Sky to which he pointed, 
and obferved a thin blue Profpeft, wliich cleared as 
Mountains in a Summer Morning when the Mills go off; 
and the Palace of Vanity appeared to Sight.

T H E  Foundation hardly feemed a Ibundation, but a 
Set of curling Clouds, which it Hood upon by magical Con­
trivance.  ̂The Way by whicli we afeended was painted 
like a Rainbow; and as we went the Breeze that played 
about us bewitched the Senfes. The Walls were gilded 
all for Show ; the lowed Set of Pillars were of the flight 
Eins Corinthian OtitT, and the Top of the Building be­
ing rounded, bore fo far the Refemblance of a Bubble.

A T  the Gate the Travellers neither met with a Porter, 
nor waited till one lliould appear ; every one thought 
his Merits a fufficientPafsport, and prefled forward. In the 
Flail we met with feveral Phantom.-;, that rov’d amongd 
us, and rang’d the Company according to their Senti­
ments. There was decreafing Honour, tliat had nothing 
to Ihew in but an old Coat of his Ancellors Atchievements: 
There was OJlentation, that made liimfelf his own 

•L 2 condant

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



2 4 4 ^ h e  S p e c t a t o r . 460.

conftant Subjeft, and Gallantry ftrutting upon his Tip- 
At the upper End of the Hail flood a Throne,toes

whofe Canopy glitter’d with all the Riches that Gaiety 
cciild contrive to lavifh on i t ; and between the gilded 
Arms fat Vanity, deck’d in the'Peacock’s Feathers, and 
acknowledged for another Vcnas by her Votaries. The 
Boy who Hood befide her for a Cupid, and who made the 
World to bow before her, was called Self-Conceit. His 
Eyes had every now and then a Call inwards to the 
Negledlof all Objefls about him ; and the Arms which 
he made ufe of for Conqueil, were borrowed from thofe 
againft whom he had a Defign. The Arrow which he 
Ihot at the Soldier, was fledg’d from his own Plume of 
Feathers ; the Dart he direfted againll the Man of Wit, 
was winged from the Quills he writ with ; and that 
which he fent againll thofe who prefumed upon their 
Riches, was headed with Gold out of their Treafuries : 
H e made Nets for Statefmen from their own Contri­
vances ; he took Fire from the Eyes of Ladies, with 
which he melted their Hearts ; and Lightning from the 
Tongues of the Eloquent, to inflame them with their own 
Glories. At the Foot of the Throne fat three falfe Graces. 
Flattery with a Shell of Paint, Affedlation with a Mirror 
to praftife at, and Fajhion ever changing the Pollure of 
her Clothes. Thefe applied themfelves to fecure the 
Conquells which Self-Conceit gotten, and had each of 
them their particular Polities. Flattery gave new Colours 
and Complexions to all Things, AffeBation new Airs 
and Appearances, which, as Ihe faio, were not vulgar, 
and Fafiion both concealed fome home Defefls, and ad­
ded fonie foreign external Beauties.

A S I was reflefling upon what I fsw, I  heard a Voice 
in the Crowd, bemoning the Condition of Mankind, 
which is thus managed by the Breath of Opinion, deluded 
by Error, fired by Self-Conceit, ViuA given up to be trained 
in all the Courles of Vanity, till Scorii.OT Poverty come up­
on us. Tliefe Ex]ire£ions were no fooner handed about, 
but I immediately fa\v a General Diforder, till at lall there 
W'as a Parting in one Place, and a grave old Man, decent 
andrefolute, was led forward to be punifhed for the Words 
lie liad uttered. He appeared inclined O have fpoken in 
his own Defence, bur 1 could net obierve that any one
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was willing to hear him. Vanity call a fcomful Smile at 
him ; Self-Conceit was angry ; Flattery, who knew him for 
Plain-dealing, put on a Vizard, and turned away; AffeBa- 
iioii toffed her Fan, made Mouths, and called him Eryvy 
or Slander; and Fafliion would have it, that at leaft he 
muft be Ill-Manners. Thus flighted and dcfpifed by all, 
he was d riven out for abuflng People of Merit and Fignre; 
and I heard it firmly rcfolved, that he fliould be ufed no 
better wherever they met with him hereafter.

I  had already feen the Meaning of moil part of that 
Warning which he had given, and was confidering how 
die latter Words fliould be fulfilled, when a mighty Noife 
was heard without, and the Door was blackn^ by a nu­
merous Train of Harpies crowding in upon us. Folly and 
■Broken-Credit were feen in the Floufe bHore they entered. 
Trouble, Shame, Infamy, Scorn and Potrerty brought up the 
Rear. Vanity, with her Cupid and Graces, dilappeared ; 
her Subjefts ran into Floles and Comers ; but many of 
them Were found and carried olF (as I was told by cue 
who flood near me) either to Prifons or Cellars, Solitude, 
or little Company, the me.an Arts or the viler Crafts of 
Life. But thefe, aitMed he with a difdainful Air, are lucli 
who would fondly live here, when their Merits neither 
matched the Luftre of-the Place nor their Riclies its E.k- 
pences. We have feen fuch Scenes as thefe before now ; 
the Glory you faw will all return when the Hurry is 
over. I thanked him for his Information, and believing 
him fo incorrigible as that he would flay till it was his 
Turn to be taken, I  made oft' to the Door, and overtook 
fome few, who, though they would not he.arken to 
Plain-dealing, were now terrified to good purpofe by the 
Example of others : But >vhen they had touched the 
Threftiold, it was a ftrange Shock to them to find that 
the Delufion of Error was gone, and they plainly oif- 
cenied the Building to hang a little up in the Air with­
out any real Foundation. At lirfl we faw nothing but 
a defperate Leap remained for us, and I a thoufand times 
blamed-my unmeaning Curiofity that had brought me 
into fo mucli Danger. -But as they began to fink lower in 
their own Minds, methought the Palace funk along with 
us, till they were arrived at die due Point of Efeem 
whicli thoy ought to have for themfelves; then the Part of
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the Building in which they Rood teuched the Earth, 
and we departing out, it retired from our Eyes. Now, 
whether they who ilayed in the Palace were fenfible of 
this Delcent, I  cannot te ll; it was then my Opinion 
that they were not. However it be, my Dream broke 
■p at it, and has given me Occafion all my Life to re- 
Beft upon the fatal Confequences of followinsr the Suf- 
gpftions of Vanity.

Mr. S p i c t a t o r ,
* ¥ Write to you to defire, that you would again touch
* *  upon a certain Enormity, which is chiefly in Ufe
* among the Politer and better-bred Part of Mankind ; I
* mean the Ceremonies, Bows, Curtlies, Whifperings, 
'  Smiles, Winks, Nods, with other familiar Arts ofSalu- 
'  tation, which take up in our Churches fo much 'I'ime, 
‘ that might be better employed, and which feem lb ut- 
‘ terly inconliflent with the Duty and true Intent of our
* entring into thofe Religious Aflemblies. The Refem-
* blance which this bears to our indeed proper Behaviour 
‘ in Theatres, may be fome Inftance of its Incongruity
* in the above-mentioned Places. In Rr>OTa»-Catholick
* Churches and Chapels abroad, I my felfhave obferved, 
‘ more than once, Perfons of the firll Quality, of the near-
* eft Relation, and intimateft Acquaintance pafling by 
‘ one another unknowing as it were, and unknown, and 
'  with fo little Notices of each other, that it looked like 
‘ having their Minds more fuitably and more folemnly
* engaged ; at leaft it was an Acknowledgment that they 
‘ ought to have been fo. I have been told the fame even 
‘ of the Mahometans, with relation to the Propriety 
‘ of their Demeanour in -the Convei;tions of their erro- 
‘ neous Worlhip : And I cannot but think either of 
'  them fufficient and laudable Patterns for our Imitati- 
‘ on in this Particular.

‘ 1 cannot help upon this Occaflon remarking on tire 
‘ excellent Memories of thofe Devotionifts, who upon re- 
‘ turning from Church (hall give a particular Account 
‘ how two or three hundred People weredreffed; aThing, 
‘ by reafon of its Variety, fo difficult to be digefted and 
‘ fixed in the Head, that ’tis a Miracle to me how two 
‘ poor Hours of Divine Service can beTime fufficient for
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