N «461. The Spectator.

* fo elaborata an Undertaking, the Duty of the Place too
‘ being jointly and, no doubt, oft pathetically performed
* along with it. Where it is laid in Sacred Writ, that the
Woman ought to have a covering on her Head becaufe
ofthe Angels, that laft Word is by fome thought to be
metaphorically ufed,and to fignify young klen. Allow-
ing this Interpretation to be right, the lext may not
appear to be wholly foreign to our prefent Purpofe.

“ WH EN you are in a Difpofition proper forwriting
on fuch a Subjedl, | earnellly recommend this to you,
and am,

SIR,
T Tour very bumble Servant.

N° 461. “uefday, Auguji 19.

«Sed non Ego credulus illis. Virg.

OR want of Time to fubftitute fomething elfe in
F the Room of them, | am at prefent obliged to pub-

li(h Compliments aboTC my Defert in the following
Letters. It is no fmall Satisfaftion, to have given Occa-
fion to ingenious Men to employ their Thoughts upon
facred Subjedls from tlie Approbation of fuch Pieces of
Poetry as they have feen in my Saturday’s Papers. |
{hall never publilh Verfe on that Day but what is written
by die fame Hand ; yet fhall I not accompany thofe
Writings with Eulogiums, but leave them to fpeak for
tliemfelves.

Forthe Spectator.

Mr. Spectator,

O U very much promote the Interefts of Virtue

1 while you reform the Tafte of a Profane Age,
and perfuade us to be entertained with Divine Poems,
while wc are dillinguilhed by fo many thoufand Hu-
mours, and fplit into fo many different Sedls and Par-
‘ ties; yet Peribns of every Party, Sedt, and Humour
L 4 ‘ are

«
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are fond of conforming their Tafte to yours. You
can transfofc your own Relifh of a Poem into all your
Readers, “iccording to their Capacity to receive j and
when you Tecommend the pious Tailion that reigns in
the Verfe, wc feem to feel the Devotion, and grow
proud and pleas’d inwardly, that we have Souls capa-
ble ofrelifbing what the Spectator approves.
*UPON reading the Hymns that you have publilhed
in feme late Papers, | had a mind to try Yellerday
whether | could write one. 7’he 114th Pfalm appears
to me an admirable Ode, and | began to turn it into
our Language. As | was deferibing the Journey of
Ifrael from Egypt, and added the Divine Prefence
amongft them, 1 perceived a Beauty in tlie Pfalm which
was iiitirely new to me, and which | was going to lofe;
and that is, that the Poet utterly conceals the Prefec.ee of
God inthe Beginning of it, and rather lets aPoflelTive
Pronoun go without a Subltanrive. th.an he-will fo
much as mention any thing of Divinity there. Judah
ucas his SattSuary, and Ifrael his Dominion or Kingdom,
Tire Reafon now feems evident, and this Gondudl ne-
ceffary : For if God had appeared before, there could
be no Wonder why the Mountains fhould leap and the
Sea retire; therefore tltat this Convullion of Nature
may be brought in with due Surprife, his Name is not
mentioned till afterward, and then with a very agree-
able Turn of Thought God is introduced at once in all
his Majdty. This iswhat | have attempted to imitete
in a 'I'ranflation without Paraphrafe, and to preferve
what | could of the Spirit of tire facred Author.

« |F the following Eflay be not too incorrigible,
beftow upon it a few Brightnings from your Genius,
that 1 may learn how to write better, or to write no

more.
Tour daily Jdmirer and humlle Servant, &c.

PSAL CXIV.

H EN Ifrael, freedfrom Ph.araoh’r Hand,
Left the frond Lyrant andhis Land,

The "Tribes viith chear/ul Homage ovsn
Their Kit;g, and was his Throne.

I. Aerofs
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1.
Jersfs the Deep their Journey lay,
ne Deep diwdes to make them Way ;
7he Streams Jordanyicv, andfled
With backward Current to their Head.
1.
*lhe MountainsJhook likefrighted Sheep,
Like Lambs the little Hillocks leap ;
Hot Sinai on her Safe couldfland,
Confcious of Sovereign ‘tt hand.

IVhat Po-vj'r could make the Deep divide

Make Jordan backvsard roll bis Tide F

Why didye leap, ye little Hills F

And whence the Fright that Sinai/«/r F
V.

Let ev'ry Mountain, toPry Flood

Retire, and know th" approaching Ood,

The King M Ifrael: See him here'.

Tremble thou Earth, adore andfear.
VI.

He thunders, and all Nature mournsi

The Rock tofianding Pools he turns ;

Flintsfpring with Fountains at his Word.

And Fires and Seas confefs their Lord.

Mr.Spectator‘
h e re are thofe who take the Advantage of
T yonf putting an Half-penny VV~ue upon your lelf
' above the reft of our daily Writers, to defeme you m
' publick Converfation, and ftrive to make you unpo-
' pular upon the Account of this feid Half-penny. But if
“ 1 were you, | would infill upon that fmall Acknow-
‘ ledgment for the .fuperior Merit of yours, as being a
* Work of Invention. Give me Leave therefore to do
‘ you Juftice, and fey in your Behalf, what you cannot
>your fclf, which is, That your Writings have made
' Learning a more ncceflary Part of Good-breeding than
‘it was before you appeared : That Modefty is become
=.falhionable, and Impudence ftands in need of lorae
* Wit'; fmee you have put them both in their proper
‘ Lights, Profanenefs, Lewdnefs, and Debauchery are
N Ls





