
2 ^ 0  S P E C T  A  T  O R . N * 463.
‘ not now Qualifications, and a Man may bs a very fine 
‘ Gentleman, tho’ he is neither a Keeper nor an Infidel.

‘ I  would have you tell the Town the Story of the 
‘ Sily/s, if they deny giving you Two-Pence. Let them 
‘ know, that thofc iacred Papers were valued at the 
‘ fame Rate after two Thirds of them were dellroyed, as
* when there was the whole Sit. There are fo many of 
‘ us who will give you your own Price, that you may 
‘ acquaintyour Non-Conformift Readers, That they (ball 
‘ not have it except they come in within fuch a Day, 
‘ under Three-pence. I  don’t know but you might bring 
‘ in the Date Obolum Belli/ario with a good Grace. The 
‘ WiUings come in Clutters to two or three CofFee-houfes 
'  which have left you-off, and I hope you will make us, 
‘ who fine to your Wit, merry with their Charaaers
* who ftand out againff it.

I  am your mojl humble Servant.

P. S.  ‘ I  have lately got the ingenious Authors of 
'  Blacking for Shoes, Powder for colouring the Hair,
* Pomatum for the Hands, Cofmetick for the Face, to
‘ be your conftant Cuftomers; fo that your Advertife- 
'  ments will as much adorn the outward Man, as your 
‘ Paper does the inward. "p
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N il ego fratulerim yucundo fanus arnica. Hor.

PE O P L E  are not aware of the very great Force 
which Pleafantry in Company has upon all thofe 
with whom a Man of that Talent converfes. His 

Faults are generally overlooked by all his Acquaintance, 
and a certain Carelefnefs that conllantly attends all his 
Aftions, carries him on with greater Succefs, than Dili­
gence and Affiduity does others who have no Share of 
fhis Endowment. Dacinthus breaks his Word upon all 
Occafions both trivial and important j and when he is 
fofiiciently railed at for that abominable Quality, they

who
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who talk of him end with, AJUr all be is a very plea- 
Jant Fellow. Dacinthus is an ill-natured Husband, and 
yet the very Women end their Freedom ofDifcourfe up- 

\ , on this Subjedl, But after all he is very pleafant Com­
pany. Dacinthus is neither in point of Honour, Civility, 
Good-breeding, or Good-nature unexceptionable, and 
yet all is aniwered. For he is a very pleafant Fellow. 
When this Quality is confpicuous in a Man who has, to 
accompany it, manly and virtuous Sentiments, there can- 

I not certainly be any thing which can give fo pleafing
Gratification as the Gaiety of fuch a Perfon; but when it 

' I  is alone, and ferves only to gild a Crowd of ill Qualities, 
there is no Man fo much to be avoided as your pleafant 
Fellow. A very pleafant Fellow (hall turn your good 
Name to a Jell, make your Charafter contemptible, de­
bauch your Wife or Daughter, and yet be received by 
the rell of the World with Welcome where-ever he ap­
pears. It is very ordinary with thofe of this Charafter 
to be attentive only to their own Satisfadlions, and have 
very little Bowels for the Concerns or Sorrows of other 
Men ; nay, they are capable of purchafing their own 
Pleafures at the Expence of giving Pain to others. But 
they who do not confidcr this Sort of Men thus carefully, 
are irrefillibly expofed to his Infinuations. The Author 
of the following Letter carries the Matter fo high, as to 
intimate that the Liberties of England have been at the 
Mercy of a Prince merely as he was of this pleafant 
Charadler.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,
‘ H  E R E is no one Paffion which all Mankind fo
* X naturally give into as Pride, nor any other Paf- 
‘ lion which appears in fucli different Difguiles: It is to 
‘ be found in all Habits and Complexions. Is it not a 
‘ Queftion, whether it does more Harm or Good in the 
‘ World ? And if there be not fuch a Thing as what vve
* may call a virtuous and laudable Pride ?

‘ It is this Paffion alone, when mifapplied, tLat lays
‘ us fo open to Flatterers ; and he who can agreeably 
‘ condefeend to footh our Humour or Temper, finds ai-
* ways an open Avenue to our Soul; cfpccially if  the 
J Flatterer happen to be our Superior.

‘ O N E
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‘ O N E  might gu-e many Inftances of this in a late 
‘ Englijh Monarch, under the Title of, The Gaieties e f  
‘ King Cliarles II. This Prince %vas by Nature cxtrcme- 
'  ly familiar, of very eafy Accefs, and much delighted 
‘ to fee and be feen; and this happy Temper, which in 
‘ the higheft Degree gratified his Peoples Vanity, did 
‘ him more Service with his loving Subjeils than all his 
‘ other V irtues, tho’ it muft be confclT^ he had many.
* He delighted, tho’ a mighty King, to give and takea
* Jell, as they fay j and a Prince of this fortunate Dif- 
'  pofition, who were inclined to make an ill Ufe of his
* Power, may have any thing of his People, be it never 
'  fo much to their Prejudice. But this good King made
* generally a yery innocent Ufe, as to the Publick, of
* this infriaring Temper ; for, ’tis well known, he pur- 
‘ fued Pleafure more than Ambition ; He feemed to glory
* in being the firft Man at Cock-matches, Horfe-races, 
■* Balls, and Plays; he appear’d highly delighted on 
‘ thofe Occafions, and never failed to warm and gladden
* the Heart of every Spedlator. He more than once
* dined with his good Citizens of London on their Lord- 
‘ Mayor’s Day, and did fo the Year that Sir Robert Finer 
‘ was Mayor. Sir Robert was a very loyal Man, and,
‘ if you wiy. allow the Expreffion, very fond of his Sovo- 
‘ reign ; but what withthe Joy he felt at Heart for the
* Honour done him by his Prince, and thro’ the Warmth 
‘ he was in with continual toalling Healths to the Royal
* Family, Jiis Lordlhip grew a little fond of his Majefty,
‘ and entered into a Familiarity not altogether fo grace- 
‘ ful in fo publick a Place. The King underftood very 
‘ well how to extricate himfelf on all kinds of Difficul- 
‘ ties, and with an Hint to the Company to avoid Cere- 
‘ mony, ftole off and made towards his Coach, which
* flood ready for himin Guild-HallY&tA.: But the Mayor
* liked his Company fo well, and was grown fo intimate,
‘ that he purfuedhim hallily, and catching him fall by 
‘ the Hand, cry’d out with a vehement Oath and Ac- 
‘ cent. Sir, youfloall and take t'other Botth. The
* airy Monarch lookrf kindly at him over his Shoulder,
'  and with a Smile and graceful Air, (for I faw him at 
'  the Time and do now) repeated this Line of the old

I

bong ;
He
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H t . that's drunk is as great as a King.

and immediately turned back and complied with his 
Landlord.
‘ I  give you this Story, Mr. S p e c t a t o r , becaufc, 
as I  laid, I  faw the P ^ a g e ; and I  affure you it’s very 
true, and yet no common one ; and when I tell you 
the Sequel, you will fay I  have yet a better Reafon 
for’t. This very Mayor afterwards ei-efted a Statue 
of his merry Monarch in Siocks-Ma^ket, and did the 
Crown many and great Services} '^hd it was owing to 
this Humour of the King, that his family had fo^great 
a Fortune Ihut up in Ae Exchequer of their pleafant 
Sovereign. The many good-natured Condefcenfions of 
this Prince are vulgarly known; and it is excellently 
faid of him by a great Hand which writ his Charafler, 
‘That he tvas not a King a g a r te r  o f an Hour together 
in his tuhole Reign. He would receive Vilits even from 
Fools and half Mad-men, and at Times I  have met 
with People who have Boxed, fought at Back-fword, 
and taken Poifon before King Charles I I . In a word, 
he was fo pleafant a Man, that no one could be forrow- 
ful under his Government. This made him capable 
of baffling, with the greateft Eafe imaginable, all Sug- 
geftions of Jealoufy, and the People could not entertain 
Notions of any thing terrible in him, whom they faw 
every way agreeable. This Scrap of the familiar Part 
of that Prince’s Hiftory I thought fit to fend you, in 
compliance to the Requeft you lately made to your 
Correfpondents.

I  am, S I R ,

7 2 our mof humble Serwaith
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