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463. Thurfday, Auguft

Omnia qu<tfcnfu niolvuntur niota diumo,
FeSlort fopito reddit arnica quits.
Vessalor defejfa toro cum membra reponit,
Mens iamen ad fylnsas isf fua luftra redit;
Judicibus tiles, aurigis fomnia currus,
Vanaque noilumis meta cansetur equis.
Me quoque Mufarum fiudium fub no8 e Jilenti
Artibus ajfuetis follicitare folet. Claud.

men's Balance, in which Jupiter is reprefentcd at

weighing the Fates of HeQor and Achilles, with a
Paflage of Virgil, wherein that Deity is introduced as
weighing the Fates of Turnus and AEneas. | then confi-
dered how the fame way of thinking prevailed in the
Eaftern Parts of the World, as in thole noble PalTages of
Scripture, wherein we are told, that the great King of Ba-
hylon the Day before his Death, had been weight in the
Balance, and been found wanting. In other Places of the
Holy Writings, the Almighty is defcribed as weighing
the Mountains in Scales, making the Weight for the
Winds, knowing the Balancings of the Clouds, and in
others, as weighing the Aftions of Men, and laying
.their Calamities together in a Balance. Milton, as |
have obferved in a former Paper, had an Eye to fevcral
of thefe foregoing Inftances, in that beautiful Defcription
wherein he reprefents the Arch-Angel and the Evil Spirit
as addrefling themfelves for the Combat, but parted by
the Balance which appeared in the Heavens and weighed
the Confequences of fuch a Battle.

I Was lately entertaining my felf with comparing H*~

Th' Eternal to prevent fuch horrid fray
Hungforth in Heav'n his golden Scales, yet fetn
Setivixt AJlrea and the Scorpion Sign,

Wherein all things created firft he weighed.
Vie pendulous round Earth, with balanc'd Air

f



K’ 463< Spectator.

In csunterpoife, new ponders all events.

Battles and Realms j in thefe he put two nueights
The fequel each ofparting and offight,

1he latter quick up flevj, and kickt the Beam;
Which Gabriel fpying, thus befpake the Fiend.

Satan, | knonv thy Strength, and thou knonu'fi mint®
"Neither our ovin, butgiv'n; nuhat folly then
To boaft vjhat Arms can do, fince thine no more
Than Heav'n permits; nor mine, though doubPd nove
To trample thee as mire : For proof look up.
And read thy Lot in yon celefiial Sign,
Wherethou art vseigh'd, andflsevon hovo light, how weak
I f thou refifi.  The Fiend look'd up, and knew
His mounted Scale aloft ¢« nor more', butfied
Murm'ring, and with himfled the Shades of Night.

T HESE feveralamufing Thoughts having taken Pof-
felTion of my Mind fome time before 1 went to fleep,
and mingling themfelves with my ordinary ldeas, railed
in my Imagination a very odd kind of Vifion. | was,
methought, replaced in my Study, and feated in my El-
bow-Chair, where | had indulged the foregoing Specula-
tions, with-my Lamp burning by me, as ufual. ~ Whilft |
was here meditating on feveral Subjefts of Morality, and
confidering the Nature of many Virtuesand Vices, as
Materials forthofe Difeourfes with which | daily entertain
thePublick; | faw, methought, a Pair of Golden Scales
hanging by a Chain of the fame Metal over the Table that
flood before me; when, on a hidden, there were great
Heaps of Weights thrown down on each fide of them.
I found upon examining thefe Weights, they fliewed the
Value of every thing that is in Elleem among Men. |
made an Efiay ofthem, by putting the Weight of Wif-
dom in one Scale, and that of Riches in another, upon
which the latter, to (hew its comparative Lightnefs, im-
mediatelyfiew up and kick'd the Beam.

BU 1, before | proceed, I mull: inform my Reader,
that thefe Weightsdid not exert their Natural Gravity, ’till
they were laid in the Golden Balance, infomuch that |
could not guefs which was light or heavy, whilll I held
them in my Hand. This | found by feveral Inftances;
for ujon my laying a Weight in one of the Scales, wltich
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was infcribed by the Word Eternity; tho’ | threw in that
of Time, Profperity, Affliaion, Wealth, Poverty, In-
tereft, Succefs, with many other Weights, wliicli in my
Hand feemed very ponderous, they were not able to Ilir
the oppofite Balance, nor could they have prevailed,
though affifted with the Weight of the Sun, the Stars,
and the Earth. ,

UP ON emptying the Scales, | laid feveral Titlesand
Honours, with Pomps, Triumphs, and many Weights of
the like Nature, in one ofthem, and feeing alitile glittering
Weight lieby me, | threw it accidentally into the other
Scale, when, to my great Surprife, it proved fo exaft a
Counterpoife, thatit kept the Balance in an Equilibrium.
This little glittering Weight wai infcribed upon the Edges
of it with the Word Vanity. | found there were feveral
other Weights which were equally Heavy, and exaft Coun-
terpoifes to one another ; a few of them | tried, as Ava-
rice and Poverty, Riches and Content, with fome others.

T H E R K were likewife feveral Weights that were of
the fame Figure, and feemed to correfpond with each o-
ther, but were intirely different when thrown into the
Scales: as Religionand Hypocrify, Pedantry and Learn-
ing, Wit and Vivacity, Superftition and Devotion, Gra-
vity and Wifdom, with many others.

I obferved one particular Weight lettered on both Sides,
and upon applying my felf to the Reading of it, | found
on one lide written. In the DialeSI of Men, and under-
neath it, on the other fide was writ-
ten, In the Language ofthe Gods, and underneath B L ES-
SINGS. | found the intrinfick Value of this Weight
to be much greater than | imagined, for it overpowered
Plealth, Wealth, Good-fortune, and many other Weights,
wdiich were much more ponderous in my Hand than the
other.

THERE is a Saying among the Scotch, that an
Ounce of Mother-wit is wortlia. Pound of Clergy : | was
fenfible of the Truth of this Saying, when | faw the Dif-
fercnce between the Weight of Natural Parts, and that of
Learning. The Obfervation which 1 made upon thefc
two Weights opened to me a new Field of Dilcoveries,
for notwithftanding the Weight of Natural Parts wm

.much heavier tlum that of Learning: | obferved that it
weighed
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weighed an hundred times heavier tlian it did before,
when | put Learning into the fame Scale with it, | made
the fame Obfervation upon Faith and Morality; for
notwithftanding the hitter out-weighed the former fepa-
rately, it received a thoufand timesmore additional Weight
from its Conjunftion with the former, than what it had
by it?felf. This odd Pha;nomenon fhewed it felf in other
Particulars, as in Wit and Jud”~ent, Philofophy and
Religion, Juftice and Humanity, Zeal and Charity, Depth
of Senfe and Pefpicuity of Stile, with innumerable other
Particulars too long to be mentioned in this Paper.

AS a Dream iSdom fails of dafhing Serioufnefs with
Impertinence, Mirth with Gravity, methought | made
Several other Eseperiments of a more ludicrous Nature,
my one of which | found that an Englijh Oflavo was
every often heavier than -a.French Folio; and by another,
that an old Greek or Latin Author weighed down a
whole Library of Moderns. Seeing one of my Sfeliatoi s
lying by me, | laid it into one of the Scales, and flung
a two-penny Piece into the otlier. The Reader will not
inquire into the Event, if he remembers the firft Trial
which | have recorded in this Paper. | afterwards threw
both the Sexes into the Balance; but as it is not for my
intereft to difoblige either of them, | Ihall defire to be
excufed from telling the Refult of this Experimeitt.
Having an Opportunity of this Nature in my Hands,
I could not foriaeac throwing into one Scale the Prin-
ciples ofa Tory, and into the other thofe of a Whig;
sbut as I have all along declared this to bea 'Neutral
Paper, | Ihall likewife defire to be lilent minder-this
Head alfo, tho’ upon examining one of the Weights, |
faw the Word 7 EKE L Engraven on it in Capital
Tetters.

1 made many other Experiments, and though | have
not room for them all in this Day’s Speculation, 1 may
perhaps referve them for another. | lhall only add, that
upon my awaking | was forry to find my Golden Scales
vaniihed, but refolved for the future to learn this Leffon
from them, not toxlefpife or value any Things for their
Appearances, but to regulate my Efteem and Paflions
towards them aecordkig to their real and intrinfiok Va-
lue. A
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