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jtuream quifquis mtdiocrifatem
Diligit-, tutus caret obfoleti
Sordshus tedii, caret i/midendd
Sobrius aula. Hor.

-Amwonderfully pleafed when ImeetwithanyPaflage

in an old Greek or Latin Author, that is not blown

upon, and which f have never met with in a Quota-
tion. Ofthiskind isa beautiful Saying in ‘lheognis; Vice is
cenjered by Wealth, and Virtue ly Pooleriy\ or to give it in
the Verbal Tranilation, Among Men there are fame ouho
haoie their Vices concealed by Wealth, and oiberrouho have
their Virtues concealed by Poverty. Every Man’s Obferva-
tion will fupply him with Inllances of Rich Men, who
have leveral Faults and Defedls that are overlooked, if
not intirely hidden, by means of their Riches; and, |
think, we cannot find a more natural Defeription of a
Poor Man, whofe Merits arc loft in his Poverty, than
that in the Words of the wife Man. There vias a little
City, andfevi Men viithin if, and there came a great
King againji it, and bejieged it, and built great Bulvoarks
etgainjl it: Novi there viosfound in it a poor Wife Man,
and he, by his Wifdom, delivered the City ; yet no Man re-
membred that fame poor Man. Then faid I, Wifdom is
better than Strength; neverthelefs, the poor Mans WiJ-
dom is defpifed, and his Wirds are not heard.

THE middle Condition feems to be the moft advaij-
tageoufly fituated for the gaining of Wifdom. Poverty
turns our Thoughts too much upon the fupplying of our
Wants, and Riches upon enjoying our Superfluities ; and,
as Covily has faid in another Cale, Is ishardfor a Man
to keep afteady Eye upon Truth, viho is alviays in a Battle
or a Triumph.

IF we regard Poverty and Wealth, as they are apt to
produce Virtues or Vices in the Mind of Man, one may
*bferve that there is a Set of each of thefe growing out of

Poverty,
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Poverty, quite different from that which rifes out of
Wealth. Humility and Patience,Induftry and Temperance,
are very often the good Qualities of a poor Man. Huma-
nity and Good-nature, Magnanimity, and a Senfe of Ho-
nour, are as often the Qualifications of the Rich. Onthe
contrary. Poverty is apt to betray a Man into Envy,
Riches into Arrogance; Poverty is too often attended with
Fraud, vicious Compliance, Repining, Murmur andDif-
content.  Riches expofe a Man to Pride and Luxury, a
foolifh Elation of Heart, and too greata Fondnefs for the
prefent World. In fhort, the middle Condition is moll
eligible to the Man who would improve himfelfin Vir-
tue ; as | have before fhewn, it is the moft advantageous
for the gaining of Knowledge. It was upon this Conli-
deration that Agur founded his Prayer, which for the
Wifdom of it is recorded in Holy Writ. Twothings haw
1 requiredofthee, deny me them not before I die. Remove
farfrom me Vanity and Lies ; give me neither Poverty, nor
Riches;feed me ivith Foodconvenientfor me. Left 1 befull
and deny thee, andfay, veho is the Lord? or left | be foor
andfteal, and take the Name of my God in vain.

I fhall fill the remaining Part of my Paper with avery
pretty Allegory, which is wrought into a Play by Arifto~
phanes the Greek Comedian. It feems originally defigned
as a Satyr uponthe Rich, though in fome Parts of it, i«
like the foregoing Difeourfe, a kind of Comparifon be-
tween Wealth and Poverty.

CHR EMTLUS, whowasan oldand a good Man®
and withal exceiding poor, being defirons to leave fome
Riches to his Son,confults the Oracle of Apollo upon the
Subjedl. The Oracle bids him follow the firll Man he
lhould fee upon his going out of the Temple. The Per-
fon he chanced to lee was to Appearance an old fordid
blind Man, but upon his following him from Place to
Place, he at laft found by his own Confeflion, that he
was Plutus the God of Riches, and that he was juft come
out of the Houfe of a Mifer. Plutus further told him,
that when he was a Boy, he ufed to declare, thjit as foon
as he came to Age he would diftribute Wealth to none
but virtuous and juft Men ; upon which Jupiter confider-
ing the pernicious Confequences of fuch a Refolution,
took his Sight away from liim, and left him to ftrole

about
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about the World in the blind Condition wherein Chremy~
Jus beheld him. With much ado prevailed up-

on him to go to his Houfe, where he met an old Wo-
man in a tatter’d Raiment, who had been his Gueft for
many Years, and whofe Name was Poverty. The old
Woman refilling to turn out fo eafily as he would have
her, he threatned to banilh her not only from his own
Houfe, but out ofall Greece, if Ihe madcany more Words
npon the Matter. Poverty on this Occafion pleads her
Caufe very notably, and reprefents to her old Landlord,
that lhould lhe be driven out of the Country, all their
Trades, Artsand Sciences would be driven out with her;
and that if every one was Rich, they would never be
fupplied with thofe Pomps, Ornamentsand Conveniencies
of l.ife which made Riches deftrable. She likewife re-
eprefented to him the feveral Advantages which lhe be-
llowed upon her Votaries, in regard to their Shape, their
*Health, and their Aflivity, by preferring them from
Gouts, Dropfies, Unwieldinefs, and Intemperance. But
mwhatever lhe had to fay for her felf, Ihe was at laft forced
to troop off. C.hremylus immediately confider’d how he
might reftore Plutus to his Sight; and in order to it con-
veyed him to the Temple of Efculapius, who was fa-
mous for Cures and Miracles of this Nature. By this
means the Deity recover’d his Eyes, and begun to make
a right ufe of tliem, by enriching every one that wasdi-
ftinguilhed by Piety towards the Gods, and Juftice to-
wards Men: and at the lame time by taking away his Gifts
from the Impious and Undefen'ing. This produces
feveral merry Incidents, till in the laft AEl Mercury de-
feends with great Complaints from the Gods, that fince
the Good Men were grown Rich they had received no
Sacrifices, which is confirmed by a Prieft of Jupiter, who
enters with a Reaionftrance, that fince this late Innova-
tion he was reduced to a ftarving Condition, and could
not live upon his Office. Chremylus, who in the begin-
ning of the Play was Religious in his Poverty, concludes
it with a Propofal which was relilhed by all the Good
Men who were now grown rich as well as himfelf, that
they lhould carry Plutus in a folemn Proceflion to the
Temple, and Inftal him in the Place of Jupiter. This
Allegory inftrufled the in two Points, firft, as
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