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it vindicated the Conduft of Providence in its ordinary
Diftributionj of Wealth; and in the next Place, as it fhew-
ed the great Tendency of Riches to corrupt the Morals of
thofc who poflelTed them. C
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rattone queas traducere leniter avum:
Ne te femper inops agitet >vexetque cupido;
Ne pdvor & return mediocriter utilium Spes. Hor”

aving endeavoured in my laft Saturday's Paper
H to fhew the great Excellency of Faith, | (hall here

confider what are the proper Means of ftrength-
ning and confirming it in the Mind of Man. Thofe wlio
delight in reading Books of Controverfy, which are writ-
ten on both fides of the Queftion in Points of Faith, do
very feldom asriveata fixed and fettled Habitof it. They
are one Day intirely convinced of its important Truths,
and the next meet with fometljing that (hakes and difturbs
them. The Doubt which was laid revives again, and
(hews it felf in new Dilficulties, and that generally for
this Reafon, becaufe the Mind which is perpetually toft in
Controverfies and Difputes, is apt to forget the Reafons
which had once fet it at reft, and to be difquieted with
any former Perplexity, when it appears in a new Shape,
or is darted by a difierent Hand. As nothing is more
laudable than an Inquiry after Truth, fo nothing is more
irrational than to p.afs away our whole Lives, without;
detpmining our felves one way or other in thofe Pointy
which are of the laft Importance to us. There are in-
deed many things from which we may withhold oui*
Affent; but in Cafes by which we are to regulate out
Lives, it is the greateft Abfurdity to be wavering and un-
fettled, without clofing with that Side which appears tha
mod fafe and the moft probable. The firft Rule there-
fore which | (liall lay down is this, that when by Read
ing or Difeourfe we find our felves thoroughly convinced
of the Truth ofany Article, and of the Reafonablenefs of
our Beliefin it, we (hould never after fuifer our felves tO
call it into queftion. We may perhaps forget the Argu.

ments



nients which occafioned ow Conviftion, but we ought
to remember the Strength they had with us, and there-
fore ftill to retain the Conviflion which they once pro-
duced. This is-no more tlian whatwe do in every com-
mon Art or Science, nor is it poffible to aft otherwife,
confidering the Weaknefs and Limitation of our Intellec-
tual Faculties. It \vas thus, that Latimer>one of the
glorious Army of Martyrs who introduced the JReforma-
nanm England, behaved himfclf in that great Conference
which was managed between the moll learned among
the Proteftants and Papifts in the Reign of Queen Mary.
This venerable old Man knowing how his Abilities were
impaired by Age, and that it was impoflible for him to
recolkft all thofe Reafons which had direded him in the
Choice of his Religion, left his Companions who were in
the full PolTcffion of their Parts and Learning, to baffle
and confound their Antagonifts by the Force of Reafon.
As for himfelf he only repeated to his Adverfaries the
Articles in which he firmly believed ; and in the Profef-
iion of which he was determined to die. It is in this
manner that the Mathematician proceeds upon Propofiti-
ons which he has once demonllirated; and though the De-
monftration may have flipt out ofhis Memory, he builds
upon the Truth, becaufe he knows it was demonllrated.
This Rule is abfolutely neceffary for weaker Minds, and
in fome meafure for Men of the greateft Abilities; but to
thefe lall 1 would propofe in the fecond place, thatthey
lhould lay up in their Memories, and always keep by
them in a readinefs, thofe Arguments which appear to
them of the greateft Strength, and which cannot be got
over by all the Doubts and Cavils of Infidelity.

BUT, in the third place, there is nothing which
lirengthens Faith more than Morality. Faith and Morality
naturally produce each other. A Man is quickly convinced
of the Truth of Religion, who finds it is not againft his
Intereft that it Ihould be true. The Pleafure he receives
at Prefent, and the Happinefs which he promifes him-
felf from it Hereafter, will both difpofe him very pow-
erfully to give Credit to it, according to the ordin.ary Ob-
fervation that meare eafy to belicaje fwhat nve ngjijh. It is
very certain, that a Man of found Reafon cannot for-
bear clofiBg with Religion uponan impartial Examination
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of it; but at the fame time it is certain, that Faith it
kept alive inus, and gathers Strength from Pracfticemorc
than frojn Sjxculation.

TH LRE isHillanother Method which ismore perfuafive
than any ofthe former, and that isan habitual Adoration of
the Supreme Being, aswell in conftant Ails ofmental Wor-
Ihip, as in outward Forms. The devout Man does not only
believe but feels there isa Deity. He has aftual Senfations
ofhim ; his Experience concurs with his Reafon ; he fees
him more and more in all his Intcrcourfes with him, and
even in this Life almoft lofes hisFaith in Conviftion.

TH E laft Method which | Ihall mention for the giv-
ing Life toa Man’s Faith, is frequent Retirement from
the World, accompanied with religious Meditation. When
a Man thinlts of any thing in the Darknefs of the Night,
whatever deep ImprelTions it may make in his Mind,
they are apt to vanilh as foon as the Day breaks about
him. The Light and Noife of the Day, whichare per-
petually folliciting his Senfes, and calling off his Attention,
wear outpfhis Mind the Thoughts that imprinted them-
felves in it, with fo much Strength, during the Silence
and Darknefs of the Night. A Man finds the fame Diffe-
rence as to himfclf in a Crowd and in a Solitude; the
Mind is ftunned and dazzled amidft that Variety of Ob-
jefts which prefs upon her in a great City : She cannot
apply her felfto the Confideration of thofe Things which
ate of the utmoft Concern to her. The Cares or Plea-
fures of the World ftrike in with every Thought, and a
Multitude pf vicious Examples give a kind ofJunification
to our Folly. In our Retirements every thing difpofes
us to be ierious. In Courts and Cities we are entertained
with the Works of Men; in the Country with thofe of
God. Oneis the Province of Art, the other of Nature.
Faith and Devotion naturally grow in the Mind of every
reafonable Man, who fees the Impreflions of Divine Pow-
er and Wifdom in every Objeft, on which he calls his
Eye. The Supreme Being has made the bell Arguments
for his own Exillence, in the Formation of the Heavens
and the Earth, and thefe arc Arguments whicli a Man of
Senfe cannot forbear attending to, who is out of the
Noife and Flurry of human Affiirs.  Arijloile fays, that
lhould a Man live under Ground, and there converfe with

Works
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Works of Art and Mechanifm, andlhould afterwards be
broueht up into the open Day, and feethe feveral Glories
of the Heaven and Earth, he would immediately pronounce
them the Works of fuch a Being aswe define God to
The Pfalmift has very beautiful Strokes of Poetry to this
Purpofe, in that exalted Strain, The Heavens declare the
GloryofGad: And the FirmamentJhevieth his handy-viork.
One Day telleth another: And one Night certijieth another.
There is neither Speech nor Language: But their Voices are
heard among them. Their Soundis goneout into all Lands :
And their Words into the Ends ofthe World. As fuch a
bold and fnblime manner of Thinking furnilhw very no-
ble Matter for an Ode, the Reader may fee u wrought
into the following one. *

The Spacious Firmament on high.
With all the blue Ethereal Sfy,
And jpangled Heavens, apining Framer
Their great Original proclaim:
Th' unviearied Sun, from Day to Day,
Does his Creator s Povj'r difplay.
And publipes to every Land
The Work of an Almighty Hand.
.

Soon as the Ev'ning Shades prevail.
The Moon takes up the vmidrous Tale,
And nightly to the lijining Earth
Repeats the Story of her Birth :
Whilji all the Stars that round her burn.
And all the Planets in their turn.
Confirm the Tidings as they roll.
And fpread the Truth from Pole to Pole.

1.
What though, in folemn Silence, all
Move round the dark terrtjirial Ball?
What thi nor real Voice nor Sound
Amid their radiant Orbs befound?
In Reafon's Ear they all rejoice.
And utterforth a glorious Vnee.
For ever finging, as theypine,
“ The Hand that made us it Divine. G
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