
^66. Monday  ̂ Augujl 2^

Vera inceffii patuit Dea. Virg.

W H E N  ^n e a s , the Hero of f7w7, is loft in the 
Wood, and a perftft Stranger in the Place on 
which he is landed, he is accofted by a Ladyin 

an Habit for the Chafe. She inquires of him, Whether 
he has fecn pafs by that Way any young Woman drefled 
as Ihe was } Whether Ihe were following the Sport in the 
Wood, or any other way employed, according to the 
Curtom of Huntrefles? The Hero anfwers with the Re- 
fpeft due to the beautiful App^fance Ihe-made, tells her. 
H e faw no fuch Perfon as (he inquir’d fo r; but intimates, 
that he knows her to be of the Deities, and defires Ihe 
would condudl a Stranger. H er Form from her firft Ap­
pearance manifefted Ihe tvas more than mortal; but tho* 
fhe was certainly a Goddefs, tlie Poet does not make her 
known to be the Goddefs of Beauty ’till Ihe moved : All 
the Charms of an agreeable Perfon are then in their high- 
eft Exertion, every Limb and Feature appears with its 
refpedlive Grace. I t  is from this Obfervation, that I  can­
not help being fo paffionate an Admirer as I am of good 
Dancing. As all Art is an Imitation of Nature, this is 
an Imitation of Nature in itshigheft E.xcellence, and at a 
Time when fhe is moft agreeable. The Bufinefs of Dan- 
n g is to difplay Beauty, and for that Reafon all Diftor- 
tions and Mimickries, as fuch, are what raife Averfion in- 
ftead of Pleafure: But Things that are in themfelves ex­
cellent, are ever attended with Impofture .and folfe Imita­
tion. Thus, as in Poetry there are laborious Fools who 
write Anagrams and Acrofticks, there are Pretenders ia 
Dancing, who think merely to do what others cannot, is 
to excel. Such Creatures fliould be rewarded like hin* 
who had acquired a Knack of throwing a Grain of Com 
through the Eye of a Needle, with a Bufhel to keep his 
Hand in Ufe. The Dancers on our Stages are very faulty 
in this Kind ; and what tliey mean by whthins: them- 
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felves into fuch Poftures, as it would be a Pain for any 
ef the Speaatorsto (land in, and yet hope to pleafe thole 
Speftators, is unintelligible. Mr. Prince has a Genius, if 
he were encouraged, would prompt them to better things.
In  all the Dances he invents, you fee he keeps clofe to 3ic 
Charafters he reprefents. He does not hope to pleafe by 
making his Performers move in a manner in which no 
one elfe ever did, but by Motions proper to the Charac­
ters he reprefents. He gives to Clowns and Lubbardi 
clumfy Graces, that is, he makes them' praftife what they 
would tliink Graces ; And I have feen Dances of his, 
which might give Hints that would be ufeful to a Comick 
Writer. Thefe Performances have pleas’d the Tafte of 
fuch as have not Reflexion enough to know their Excel­
lence, becaufe they are in Nature; and the diftorted Mo­
tions of others have offended thofe, who could not form 
fleafons to themfelves for their Difpleafure, from their 
beinga Contradiftion to Nature.

W H E N  one confiders the inexpreffible Advantage 
there is in arriviag at feme Excellence in this Art, it is 
monflrous to behold it fo much negleiled. The fol­
lowing Letter has in it fomething very natural on this 
Subject.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,
* 1 am a Widower with but one Daughter; fhe was
* I  by Nature much inclined to be a Romp, and I
* had no way of educating her, but commanding a young
* Woman, whom I entertained to take care of her, to 
‘ be very watchful in her Care and Attendance about
* her. I am a Man of Bufinefs, and obliged to be much 
‘ abroad. The Neighbours have told me, that in my 
‘ Abfence our Maid has 1st in the fpruce Servants in
‘ theNeighbourhoodtoJunketings,whilemyGirlplayM 
‘ and romped even in the Street. To tell you the plain 
» Truth, I catched her once, at eleven Years old, at
* Chuck-Farthing among the Boys. This put me upon
* new Thoughts about my Child, and I  determined to 
 ̂ place her at a Boarding-School, and at the fame time 
‘ gave a very difereet young Gentlewoman her Mainte- 
‘ nance at the fame Place and Rate, to be her Compa-
* nion. Itooklittknoticeof my Girl from time to time,
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‘ but faw her now and then in good Health, out of 
‘ Harm’s way, and was fatisfied. But by much Impor- 
‘ tunity, I  was lately prevail’d with to go to one of their 
‘ Balls. I  cannot exprefs to you the Anxiety my filly 
‘ Heart was in, when I faw my Romp now fifteen, ta- 
‘ ken out : I  never felt the Pangs of a Fatner upon me
* fo ftrongly in my whole Life before; and 1 could not
* have fuffered more, had my whole Fortune been at 
‘ Stake. My Girl came on with the moft becoming Mo- 
‘ defty I had ever fcen, and calling a refpeftful Eye, as if 
‘ Ihe feared me more than all the Audience, I gave a Nod,
‘ which I  think gave her all the Spirit Ihe alfumed up- 
‘ on it, but Ihe rofe properly to that Dignity of Afpe£l. 
‘ My Romp, now the moft graceful Perfon of her Scx„ 
‘ alTumed a Majefty which commanded the higheft Re- 
‘ fpefl; and when Ihe turned to me, and faw my Face in 
‘ Rapture, Ihe fell into the prettieft Smile, and I  faw in 
‘ all her Motion that Ihe exulted in her Father’s Satisfac­

tion. You, Mr. S p e c t a t o r , will, better than i can
‘ tell you, imagine to your felf all the difterent Beauties 

and Changes of Afpedl in an accomplifhed young Wo- 
‘ man, fetting forth all her Beauties with a Defign to pleafe 

no one fo much as her Father. My Girl’s Lovetcan 
‘ never know half the Satisfiiftion that I did in her that 

Day. I  could not poflibly have imagined, that fo great 
‘ Improvement could have been wrought by an Art that 
‘ I always held in it felf ridiculous and contemptible.
' There is, I  am convinced, no Method like this, to give 
‘ young Womena Senfe of their own Value and Dignity ;

and 1 am fure there can be none fo expeditious to com- 
‘ municate that Value to others. As for the flippant infi- 

pidly Gay and wantonly Forward, whom you behold a- 
' mong Dancers, that Carriage is more to be attributed to 
' the perv'erfe Genius of the Performers, than imputed to 
‘ the Art it felf. For my part, my Child has danced her felf 
' into my Efteem, and I have as great an Honour for her as 
' ever 1 had for her Mother, from whom fhe derived thofe 

latent good Qualities which .appeared in her Counte- 
' nance when Ihe was dancing; for my Girl, tho’ I fay it 
' my felf, (hewed in one g a r te r  of an Hour the innate 

Principles of a modeft Virgin, a tender Wife, a gene­
rous Friend, a kind Mother, and an indulgent Millr^fs, 
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‘ I’ll ftrainhard but I will purchafe for her an Husband 
• fuitablc to her Merit. I am your Convert m the Admi- 
‘ ration of what I thought you jelled when you rccom- 
‘ mended ; and if you pleafc to be at my Houle on 7W -  
« da, next. 1 make a Ball for my Daughter and you lliall 
‘ fee her dance, or, if you will do her that Honour, dance 
‘ with her. I  am, S I  R ,

Your mojl humble Servant,
P H I L I P A T E R .

I  h?ve fome time ago fpoken of a Treatife written ly  
M r Weaver on this Subjedl, which is now, I underllMd, 
ready to be publifhed. This W ork fets this Matter m a 
very plain and advantageous Light; and lam  convinced 
from it. that if the Art was under proper Regulations, it 
would be a mechanick way of implanting inlenfibly in 
Minds, not capable of receiving it lb well by any other 
Rules, a Senfe of Good-breeding and Virtue.

W E R E  any one to fee Mariamne dance, let him be 
never fo fenfual a Brute, I defy him to entertain any 
Thoughts but of the highell Refpedl and Efteem towards 
her. I was fhewed laft Week a Pifture in a Lady s Clo- 
fet for which fhe had an hundred different Dreffes, that 
Ihe could clap on round the Face, on purpole to demon- 
ftrate the Force of Habits in the Diverfity of the fame 
Countenance. Motion, and Change of 
Afpeft, has an Effea no lefs furprifing op the Perfon of 
l^lariamne when fhe dances. n, •

CLfLOE is extremely pretty, and as filly as fte is prrt- 
tv This Idiot has a very good Ear, and a molt agreeable 
Shape ; but the Folly of the Thing is fuch that it Smiles 
fo impertinently, and affeds to pleafe fo fiUily, that 
while fhe Dances you fee the Simpleton from Head to 
Toot. For you mull know (as trivial as this Art is thought 
to be) no one ever was a good Dancer, that had not a 
good Underftanding. I f  this be a Truth, I lhall leave the 
Reader to judge from that Maxim, what Efteem they 
ought to have for fuch Impertinents as fly, hop, caper, 
tumble, twirl, turn round, and jump over their Heads, and 
in a word, play athoufand Pranks which many Anmials 
can do better than a Man, inftead of performing to Perfec­
tion what the human Figure only is capable of performing^
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