
I T  may perhaps appear odd, that I, who fet up for a 
mighty Lover, at leail, of Virtue, ihould take fo much 
Pains to recommend what the foberer Part of Manldnd 
look upon to be aTrifle; but under Favour of the foberer 
Part of Mankind, I tliink they have not enough confidered 
this Matter, and for that Reafon only difelleem it. 1 muft 
alfo, in my own Juftification, fay that I attempt to bring 
into the Service of Honour and Virtue every Thing in 
Nature that can pretend to give elegant Delight. I t may 
pofiibly be proved, that Vice is in it felf dcftrudlive of 
Pleafure, and Virtue in it felf conducive to it. I f  the de­
lights of a free Fortune were under proper Regulations, 
this I'ruth would not want much Argument to fupport 
i t ; but it would be obvious to every Man, that there is a 
ftrid't Affinity between all Things that arc truly laudable 
and beautiful, from the higheft Sentiment of the Soul, to 
the moll indiffisrcnt Gcfture of the Body. T
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N® 467. Tuefda)\ Augnfi 26.

■----- ?luodcunque mete foterunt Audere Camantg,
Seu ‘Tibi fa r  foterunt,feu, quodffes abnuit, ultra ;
S jw  minus: certeque canent minus; omne nio-vemut 
Hoc tibi i ne tanto careat mihi nomine Charta.

Tibull. ad Mdlalam,.

T H  E Love ofPraife is a Paffion deeply fixed in the 
Mind of every extraordinary Perfon, and thofe 
who are moll afiedled with it, feem moll to par­

take of that Particle of the Divinity which dillinguifhe* 
Mankind from the inferior Creation. The Supreme Be­
ing itfelf is moll pleafed with Praile and Thankfgiving ; 
the other Part of our Duty is but an Acknowledgment 
of our Faults, whilll this is the immediate Adoration of 
his Perfeftions. ’Twas an excellent Obfervation, That 
we then only defpife Commendation when we ceafe to de- 
ferve i t : and we liave Hill extant two Orations of TuUy 
and Pliny, fpoken to the greatell and belt Princes of ail 
tiic Roman Emperors, who, no doubt, heard with the 
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ereateft Sadsfaftion, what even the moft difinterefted Per- 
fons, and at fo large a Diftance of Time, cannot read 
without Admiradon. Citfar thought his Life confifted in 
the Breath of Praife, when he profefied he had lived 
long enough for himfelf when he had for his Glory ; 
others have facrificed themfelves for a Name which was 
not to begin till they were dead, giving away themfelves 
to purchafe a Sound which was not to commence ’till they 
were out of hearing : But by Merit and fuperior Excel­
lencies not only to gain, but, whilft living, to enjoy a 
great and univerfal Reputation, is the laft Degree of 
Happinefs which we can hope for here. Bad Charafters 
are diiperfed abroad with Profofion, I hope for Example 
Sake, and (as Punilhments are defigned by the Civil 
Power) more for the deterring the Innocent, than the 
chaftifmg the Guilty. The Good are lefs frequent, whe­
ther it be that there are indeed fewer Originals of this 
Kind to copy after, or that, thro’ the Malignity of our 
Nature, we rather delight in the Ridicule than the Virtues 
we find in others. However it is but juft, as well as pleaf- 
ing, even for Varisty, fometimes to give the World a 
Reprefen ration of the bright Side of liuman Nature, as 
well as the dark and gloomy : The Defire of Imitation 
may, perhaps, be a greater Incentive to the Praftice of 
what is good, than the Averfton we may conceive at 
what is blameable; the one immediately diredb you what 

•you fliould do, whilft the other only fltews you what you 
fhould avoid : And I cannot at prei'ent do this with more 
Satisfaftion, than by endeavouring to dofome Juftice^o 
tlie Charafter of Manilius.

I T  would far exceed my prefent Defign, to give a 
particular Defeription of Manilius thro’ all the Parts of 
his excellent Life : I lhall now only draw him in his Re­
tirement, and pafs over in Silence the various Arts, the 
courtly Manners, and the undefigning Honefty by which 
he attained the Honours he has enjoyed, and which now 
give a Dignity and Veneration to the Eafe he does enjoy, 
^ris here that he looks back with Pleafureon the Waves 
and Billows thro’ which he has fteered to fo fair an Ha­
ven ; he is now intent upon the Pradtice of every Vir­
tue, which a great Knowledge and Ufe of Mankind has 
difeovered to be tlie moft ufeful to them. Thus in his
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private domeftick Employments he is no lefs glorious than 
in his publick ; for 'tis in reality a more difficult Task 
to be confpicuous in a fedentary inaftive Life, than in one 
that is fpent in Hurry and Bufmefs; Perfons engaged in 
the latter, like Bodies violently agitated, from the Swift- 
nefs of their Motion have a Brightnefs added to them, 
which often vanifties when they are at Reft; but if it 
then ftill remain, it muft be the Seeds of intrinfick Wortk 
that thus ftiine out without any foreign Aid or Affiftancc.

H I S  Liberality in another might almoft bear the Name 
of Profufion ; he fecms to think it laudable even in the 
Excefs, like that River which moft enriches when it over­
flows : But Manilius has too perfeft a Tafte of the Plea- 
fure of doing good, ever to let it be out of his Power ; 
and for that Reafon he will have a juft Occonomy, and 
a fplendid Frugality at home, the Fountain from whence 
thofe Streams ihould flow which he difperfes abroad. He 
looks with Difdain on thofe who propofe tiieir Death as 
the Time when they are to begin their Munificence; he 
will both fee and enjoy (which he then does in the higheli 
Degree) what he beftows himfelf; he will be the living 
Executor of his own Bounty, whilft they who liave th» 
Happinefs to be within his Care and Patronage at once, 
pray for the Continuation of his Life, and their own good 
Fortune. No one is out of the reach of his Obligations j 
he knows how, by proper and becoming Methods, to 
raife himfelf to a Level with thofe of the higheft R ank; 
and his Good-nature is a fufficient Warrant againft the 
want of thofe who are fo unhappy as to be in the very 
loweft. One may fay of him, as Pindar bids his Muf« 
foy of Theron:

S<wear, that Theron fare has Jkuorn,,
No one near him Jhould be Poor.

Swear, that none e'er had fetch a graceful Art, 
Fortune's Free-Gifts as freely to impart.
With an ttnenvious Hand, and an unbounded Heart.

N E V E R  did Atticus fucceed better in gaining the 
univerfal Love and Efteem of all M en; nor fteer with 
more Succefs betwixt the Extremes of two contending 
Parties. ’Tishis peculiar Happinefs, that while lieefpoufes 
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neither with an intemperate Zeal, he is not only ad­
mired, but, what is a more rare and unufual Felicity, he 
is beloved and careffed by both; and I never yet faw any 
Perfon of whatfoever Age or Sex, but was immediately 
Uruck with the Merit of Manilius. I  hcre are many who 
are acceptable to fome particular Perfons, whilll the reft 
of Mankind look upon them with Coldnefs and JndiA 
ference; but he is the firil whofe intire good Fortune it is 
ever to pleafe and to be pleafed, where-ever he comes to be 
admired, and where-ever he is abfent to be lamented. His 
Merit Inks like the Piftures of Raphael, which are either 
Iben with Admiration by all, or at leaft no one dare own 
he has no Tafte for a Compofition which, has received fo 
nniverfal an Applaufe. Envy and Malice find it a ^ n f t  
their Intereft to indulge Slander and Obloquy. ’1 is as 
hard for an Enemy to detraft from, as for a Friend to 
add to his Praife. An Attempt upon his Reputation i» a 
fure leffening of one’s own ; and there is but one Way 
to injure him, which is to refufe him his juft Commen­
dations, and be obftinately filent.

I T  is below him to catch the Sight with any Care of 
Drefs ; his outward Garb is but the Emblem of his Mind, 
it is genteel, plain, and unaffedled; he knows that Gold 
and Embroidery can add nothing to the Opinion which 
all have of his Merit, and that he gives a Luftre to the 
plaineft Drefs, whilft ’tis impoflible the richeft ihould 
communicate any to him. He is ftill the principal Figure 
in the Room: He firft en^ges your Eye, as if there were 
fome Point of Light which Ihone ftrpnger upon him 
than on any other Perfon.

H  E puts me in mind of a Story of the famous BuJJy 
d" Amloife, who at an Aflembly at Court, where every 
one appeared with the utnioft Magnificence, relying upon 
his own fuperior Behaviour, inftead of adorning himfelf 
like the reft, puton that Day a plain Suit of Clothes, and 
drefled all his Servants in the moft coftly gay Habits he 
could procure : The Event was, that the Eyes of the 
v/hole Court were fixed upon him, all the reft looked 
like his Attendants, whilft he alone had the Air of a 
Perfon of Quality and Diftinftion.

L I K E  Arimppui, whatever Shape or Condition he ap­
pears in, it ftih lits free and eafy upon him ; but in Ibme 
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Part of his Charafter, ’tis true, he differ' from him ; for 
3s he is altogether equal to the Largencfs of his prefent 
Circumftances, the Reftitude of his JuJgment has lo far 
corrcfted the Inclinations of his Ambition, that he will 
not trouble himfelf with either the Defircs or Purfuits of 
any thing beyond his prefent Enjoyments.

A thoufand obliging Things flow from himuponevery 
Occafion, and they are always fo juft and natural, that it 
is impoflible to think he was at the leaft Pains to look for 
them. One would think it were the Daemon of good 
Thoughts that difcovered to him thofe Trcafures, which 
he mult have blinded others from feeing, they lay fo di- 
rcdlly in their Way. Nothing can equ^ the Pleafure is 
taken in hearing him fpeak; b̂ ut the Satisfadlioij one re­
ceives in the Civility and Attention he pays to the Dif- 
courle of others. His Looks are a fllent Commendation 
of what is good and praife-worthy, and a fecret Reproof 
to what is licentious and extravagant. He knows how 
to appear free and open without Danger of Intrufion, and 
to be cautious without fecraing referved. The Gravity 
of his Converfation is always enliven’d with his W it and 
Humoui'J and the Gaiety of it is tempered with fome- 
thing that is inftruftive, as well as barely agreeable. 1 hus 
with him you are fure not to be merry at the E.xpence 
of your Reafon, nor ferious with the Lois of your Good- 
humour ; but, by a happy Mixture in his Temper, they 
either go together, or perpetually fuccced each other. Jn 
fine, his whole Behaviour is equally diftant from Con- 
ftraint and Negligence, and he commands your Refpeft, 
whilft he gains your Heart.

T H  E R E is in his whole Carriage luch an engaging 
Softnefs, that one cannot perfuade one’s felf he is ever 
aftuated by thofe rougher Paflions, which, where-ever 
they find Place, feldom fail of fhewing themfelves in the 
outward Demeanour of the Perfons they belong to : But 
his Conftitution is a juft Temperature between Indolence 
on one hand and Violence on the other. He is mild and 
gentle, where-ever his Affairs will give liiin Leave to fol­
low his own Inclinations ; but yet never failing to exert 
himfelf with Vigour and Refolution in tlic Service of his 
Prince, his Country, or his Friend. Z

Ayuntamiento de Madrid




