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N® 468. Wednesday  ̂ Augufi-ij.

Erat Homo ingeniofus, acutus, aeer,^ quiplurimum isf fatit 
habcret &  fellis, nec candoris minut. Plin. Epiit.

M y  Paper is in a kind a Letter of News, but it 
regards rather what paffes in the World of Con- 
verfation than that of Bufinefs. I  am very forry 

that I have at prefent a Circumftance before me, 'which 
is of very great Importance to all who have a Relilh for 
Gaiety, Wit, Mirth, or Humour; I  mean the Death of 
poor Dick Eaftcourt. I  have been oblig’d to him for fo 
many Hours of Jollity, that it is but a fmall Recom- 
pence, tho’ all I can give him, to pafs a Moment or two 
in Sadnefs for the Lofs of fo agreeable a Man. Poor 
Eaftcourt! the laft Time I faw him, we were plotting 
to ihew the Town his great Capacity for adling in its 
full Light, by introducing him as diftating sp a Set of 
young Players, in what maimer to fpeak this Sentence, 
and utter t’other Paffion —— He had fo exquifite a Dif- 
cerning of what was defcftive in any Objedl before him, 
that in an Inllant he could Ihew you the ridiculous Side 
of what would pafs for beautiful and juft, even to Men. 
of no ill Judgment, before he had pointed at the Failure. 
H e was no lefs skilful in the Knowledge of Beauty; and, 
I  dare fay, there is no one who knew him well, but can 
repeat more well-turn’d Compliments, as well as fmart 
Repartees of Mr. Eaftcourt' ,̂ than of anŷ  other Msn in 
England'. This was eafily to be obferved in his inimita­
ble Faculty of telling a Story, in which he would throw 
in natural and unexpedled Incidents to make his Court 
•io one Part, and rally the other Part of the Company : 
Then he would vary the Ufage he gave them, according 
as he faw them bear kind or lharp Language. He had 
the Knack to raife up a penfive Temper, and mortify an 
impertinently gay one, with the moll agreeable Skill ima- 
giiable. There are a thoufand things which crowd into 
»ty Memory, which make me too. much concerned to
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ttU on about him. Hamlet holding up the Skull which 
the Grave-digger threw to him, with an Account that 
it was the Head of the King’s Jeller, fells into veryplcaf- 
ing Reflexions, and cries out to his Companion,

Alas, poQr Yorick ! I  kneiu him, Horatio, a Fellow of 
infinite Jefi, o f mofi excellent Fancy; he hath borne me on 
his Back a thoufand times: And how abhorred my Imagi­
nation is now, my Gorge rifes at it. Here hung thofe Lips  ̂
that 1 have ki/s'd I  know not how oft. Where he your 
Gibes now, your Gambols, your Songs, your Flajhes of Merri­
ment, that were wont to fet the Table on a Boar : No one 
now to mock your own Jeeritjgs, quite Chapfallen. Now get 
you to my Lady's Chamber, and tell her. Let her paint an Inctr 
thick, to this FavourJhe mufi come. Make her laugh at that.

I  T7 is an Infolence natural to the Wealthy, to affix, as 
much as in them lies, the Charafter of a Man to his Cir- 
cumftances. Thus it is ordinary with them to praifc 
faintly the good Qualities of thofe below them, and fey,. 
I t  is very extraordinary in fuch a Man as he is, or the 
like, when they are forced to acknowledge the Value of 
him whofe Lo\vnefs upbraids their Exaltation. It is to 
this Humour only, that it is to be aferibed, that a quick 
Wit in Converfation, a nice Judgment upon any Emer­
gency that could arife, anda mofl blamelefs inoflenfive Be­
haviour, could not raife this Man above being received 
only upon the Foot of contributing to Mirth and Diver- 
fion. But he was as eafy under that Condition, as a Man 
of fo excellent Talents was capable j. and fince they would 
have it, that to divert was his Bufinefs, he did it witk 
all the feeming Alacrity imaginable, tho’ it flung him 
to the Heart that it was his Bufinefs. Men of Senfe, who  ̂
could tafle his Excellencies, were well fetisfied to le t 
him lead the Way in Converfation, and play after his own> 
Manner j but Fools who provoked him to Mimickry,. 
found he had the Indignation to let it beat their Expence, 
who called for it, and he would fhew the Form of conceit­
ed heavy Fellows as Jells to the Company at their own 
Requeft, in Revenge for interrupting him from being a. 
Companion to put on the Charafler of a jefter,

W H A T  was peculiarly excellent in this memorable- 
Comiianion, was that ia  the Accounts he gave of Per- 
fons and Sentimeots, he did not only hit tha Figure of
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their Faces, and Manner of their Geftures, but he would 
in Jiis Narration fall into their very Way of Thinking, 
rind this when he recounted Paflages, wherein Men of 
the belt Wit were concerned, as well as fuch wherein 
were reprefented Men of the lowed Rank of Underftand- 
ing. It is certainly as great an Inflance of Self-love to a 
W^aknefs, to be impatient of being mimick’d, as any 
can be imagined. There were none but the Vain, the 
Formal, the Proud,or thofe who were incapble of amend­
ing their Faults, that dreaded him ; to others he was 
in the higheft Degree pleafing; and I do not know any 
Satisfaftion of any indifferent kind I ever tailed fo inuch, 
as having got over an Impatience of feeing my felf in the 
Air he could put me when I have difpleafed him. I t  
is indeed to his exquifite Talent this way, more than any 
Philofophy I could read on the Subjetl, that my Perfon 
is very little of myCare ; and it is indifferent to me what 
is faid of my Shape, my Air, my Manner, my Speech, or 
my Addreis. I t is to poor Eajlcourt I chiefly owe that 
I  am arrived at the Happinefs of thinking nothing a Dimi­
nution to me, but what argues a Depravity of my Will.

I T  has as much furpriied me as anything in Nature, 
to have it frequently faid,That he was not a good Player: 
But that muft be owing to a Partiality for former Aftors 
in the Parts in which he fucceeded them, and judging by 
Comparifon of what was liked before, rather than by the 
Nature of the Thing. When a Man of his W it and Smart- 
nefs could put on an utter Abfence of common Senfe in his 
Face, as he did in the Charafter of Buljinch in the E!or- 
thernLafs, and an Air of infipid Cunningand Vivacity in 
the Charadler of Pounce in the Tender Husband, it is Folly 
to difputehis Capacity and Succefs, ashe wasan Aflor.

P O O R  Eajlcourt! let the Vain and Proud be at Re J  ; 
they will no more dillurb their Admiration of their dear 
felves, and thou art no longer to drudge in raffing the 
Mirth of Stupids, who know nothing of thy Merit, for 
lliy Maintenance.

I T  is natural for the Generality of Mankind to run 
into Reflexions upon our Mortality, when Difturbers of 
the WcMd are laid at Reft, but to take no notice when 
they v/ho can pleafe and divert are pulled from us ; But 
for my part, I  cannot but think the Lofs of fuch Talents
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