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as the Man of whom I am fpeaking was Mailer of, s  
more melancholy Inllance of Mortality, than the Diffo» 
lution of Perfons of never fo high Charafters in the 
World, whofe Pretenlions were that they were noify 
and mifchievous.

B U T  I mull grow more fuccinft, and as a S p e c ­
t a t o r , give an Account of this extraordinary Man, 
who, in his Way, never had an Equal in any Age before 
him, or in that wherein he lived. I  fpcak of him as a 
Companion, and a Man qualified for Converfation. Hie 
Fortune expofed him to an Obfequioufnefs towards the 
word Sort of Company, but his excellent Qualities ren­
dered him capable of making the bed Figure in the mod 
refined. I have been-prefent with him among Men of 
the mod delicate Tadeawhole Night, and have known 
him (for he faw it was defired) keep the Difcourfe to 
himfelf the mod part of it, and maintain his Good-hu­
mour with a Countenance, ina  Langu.age fo dclighful, 
without Offence to any Perfon or Thing upon Earth, dill 
preferving the Didance his Circumllances obliged him to; 
I  fay, 1 have feen him do all this in fuch a charming man­
ner, that I am fure none of thofe I hint at will read this, 
without giving him fome Sorrow for their abundant 
Mirth, and one Gulh of Tears for fo many Burds of 
Laughter. I wifli it were any Honour to the pleafant 
Creature’s Memory, that my Eyes are too much fuffufed 
to let me go on— — ------  T

N° 469. Tburfday, A ugujl 28.

Detrahere aliquid alteri, beminern hominh incommodt 
fuum augere commsdum, magis ejl contra naturam, quant 
mors, quam paupcrtas, quqmjlolor, quant cicttra qua 
pojjunt aut corpori accidere, aut rebus externis. 'l ull.

I Am perfuaded there are few Men, of generous Prin- 
ciple.s, who would fcek alter great Places, were it not 
rather to have an Opportunity in ti.eir Hands of oblig­

ing their particular Friends, or thofe whom they look upon
u

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



278 Sp E C T  A T O R .  Nfi469.-
as Men of Worth, than to procure Wealth and Honour for 
themfelves. To an honeft Mind the heft Perquifites of a 
Place are the Advantages it gives a Man of doing Good.

T H O S E  who arc under the great Officers of State, 
and are the Inftnunents by which they aft, have more 
frequent Opportunities for the Exercife of Compaffion, 
and Benevolence, than their Superiors themfelves. Thcfc 
Men know.every little Cafe that is to come before the Great 
Man, and if they are pofleffed with honeft Minds, will 
confider Poverty as a Recommendation in the Perfon 
who applies himfelf to them, and make the Juftice of 
his Cauie the moft powerful Solicitor in his Behalf. A 
Man of this Temper, when heisina Poftof Bufinefi, be­
comes a Bleffing to the Publick: He patronizes the Or­
phan and the Widow, affifts the Friendlefs, and guides the 
Ignorant; He does not rejeft thePerfon’s Pretenfions, 
who does not know how to explain them, or refufe do­
ing a good Office for a Man becaufe he cannot pay the 
Fee of it. In fhort, tho’ he regulates himfelf in all his 
Proceedings by Jnlbce and Equity, he finds a thoufand 
Occafions for all the Good-natured Offices of Generofity 
and Compaffion.

A Man is unfit for fuch a Place of Truft, who is 
of a four untraftable Nature, or has any other Paf- 
fion that makes him uneafy to thofe who approach 
him. Roughnefs of Temper is apt to difcountenance the 
Timorous or Modeft. The proud Man difcourages ^ofe 
from approaching him, who are of a mean Condition, 
and who moft want his Affiftance. The impatient Man, 
will not give liimfelf time to be informed of the Matter 
that lies before him. An Officer witli one or more of 
thefe unbecoming Qualities, is fomctimes looked upon as 
a proper Perfon to keep off Impertinence and Solicitation 
from his Superior; but this is a kind of Merit, that can 
never atone for the Injuftice which may very often arife 
from it.

t h e r e  are two other vicious Qualities which ren­
der a Man very unfit for fuch a Place of Truft. The lirft 
of thefe is a Dilatory Temper, which commits innume­
rable Cruelties without Dcfign. The Maxim which fe- 
veral have laid down for a Man’s Conduft in ordinary 
Life, fhould be inviolable with a Man in Office, never to

tliink.
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think of doing that To-morrow which may be done To­
day. A Man who defers doing what ought to be done, 
is guilty of Injuftice fo long as he defers it. The Dif- 
patch of a good Office is very often as beneficial to the 
Solicitor as the good Office it felf. In fliort, if  a Man 
compared the Inconveniencies which another fuifers by 
his Delays, with the trifling Motives and Advantages 
which he himfelf may reap by fuch a Delay, he woSd 
never be guilty of a Fault which very often does an ir­
reparable Prqudice to the Perfon who depends upon him, 
and which might be remedied with little Trouble to him­
felf.

B U T  in the laft Place there is no Man fo improper to 
be employed in Bufinefs, as he who is in any degree 
capable of Corruption; and fuch an one is the Man, who 
upon any Pretence whatfoever, receives more than what 
is the ftated and unqueftioned Fee of his Office. Gratifi­
cations, Tokens of Thankfulnefs, Difpatch-Money, and 
the like fpecious Terms, are the Pretences under which 
Corruption very frequently Ihelters it felf. An honeft Man 
will however look on all tliefe Methods as unjuftifiable, 
and will enjoy himfelf better in a moderate Fortune that 
is gained-with Honour and Reputation, than in an over­
grown Eftate that is canker’d with the Acquifitions of 
Rapine and Exaftion. Were all our Offices difeharged 
with fuch an inflexible Integrity, we Ihould not fee Men 
in all Ages, who grow up to exorbitant Wealth with the 
Abilities whicli are to be met with in an ordinary Mecha- 
nick. I  cannot but think that fuch a Corruption proceeds 
chiefly from Mens employing the firft that offer them- 
felves, or thofe who have the Charafter of Ihrewd worldr 
ly Men, inftead of fearching out fuch as have had a liberal 
Education, and have been trained up in the Studies of 
Knowledge and Virtue.

I T  has been obferved, that Men of Learning who take 
to Bufinefs, difeharge it generally with greater Honefty, 
than Men of the World. 7 'hechief Realon for it I take 
to be as follows. A Man that has fpent his Youth in 
Reading, has been ufedtofind Virtue extolled, and Vice 
fligmatized. A Man that has pall his Time in the World, 
has often fecn Vice triumphant, and Virtue difeountenanr 
ccd. Extortion, Rapine and Injuftice, which are branded
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