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with Infamy in Books, often give a Man a Figure in the
World : while ieveral Qualities which are celebrated in
Authors, as Generofity, Ingenuity and Good-nature, im-
poverifli and ruin him. This cannot but have a pro-
portionable Effcdl on Men, whofe Tempers and Princi-
ples are equally Good and Vicious.

T HERE would be at leaft this Advantage in employ-
ing Men of Learning and Parts in Bufinefs, that their
Profperity would fit more gracefully on them, and that
we fhould not fee many worthlefs Perfons lhot up into
the greatelt Figures of Life. C

470. Friday, Augujl 29.

Aurpe eft dijiciles habere nagas,
Et Jlultus ejl labor ineptiarum. Mart.

Have been very often difappointed of late Years,
when upon examining the new Edition of a CJailick
Author, | have foundabove half the Volume taken up

.with various Readings. When | have expedled to meet

witli a learned Note upon a doubtful PalTage in a Latin
Poet, | have only been informed, that fuch or fuch An-
cient Manuferipts for an et write an ac, or of fome o-
ther notable Difeovery of the lilce Importance. Indeed,
when a different Reading gives us a different Senfe, or a
new Elegance in an Author, the Editor does very well in
taking notice of it; but when he only entertains uswith
the fevcral ways of fpelling the fame Word, and gathers
together the variou.s Blunders and Millakes of twenty
or thirty different Tratifcribers, they only take up the
Time of the learned Reader, and puzzle the Minds of
the Ignorant. | have often fancied with my felf how
enraged an old Latin Author would be, lliould he fee
the levcral Abfurdities in Senfe and Grammar, which are
imputed to him by fome or other of thefe various
Readings. Inonehe fpeaks Nonfenfej in another makes
ufe of a Word that was never heard of: And indeed
, Solecifm in Writing

<hor is not guilty of, if we may be at Liberty to read

him
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Wm in the Words of fome Manufeript, which the
borious Editor has thought fit to examine in the Pro-
fecution of his Work.

I quelUon not but the Ladies and pretty Fellows will
be very curious to uaderfiand what it is that 1 have been
hitherto talking of; 1 Ihall therefore give them a Notion
of this Praftjce, by endeavouring to write after the
manner of fevcral Perfons .who m”ke an eminent Fi-
gure in the Rcpublick of Letters.  To this end we will
luppofe that the following Song is an old Ode which |
prel'ent to the Publick in a new Edition, with the fevcral
various Readings which | find of it in former Editions,
and in Ancient Manuferipts. Thofe who cannot relilh
the various Readings, will perhaps find their Account
k the Song, which never before appeared in Print.

My Love luas fckle once and changing.
Nor e'er -would fettle in my Htarti

From Beauty fill to Beauty ranging.
In ev'ry Face 1found a Dart.

T<was firft a charming Shape enflav'd mt.
An Eye then gave the fatal Strokes
'Fill hy her (Fit Corinna fav'd me.
And all my former Fetter} broke.

But no-w a long and lafting AnguifSe
For Belvidera 1 endure ;

Hourly 1 Sigh and hourly Languifh,
Nor hope to find the -wonted Cure.

For here the falfe unconfiant Lover,
After a thoufand Beauties fho-wn.
Does ne-w furprfing Charms difeovort

And finds Variety in One.

Various Readings.

Stanza the Firft, Verfe the Firft. And changing.® Tlie
itttd in fome Manuferipts is written thus, {s’, but that
in the Cotton Library writes it in three diftinft Letters.

Verfe the Second, Nor e'er -would.Aldus reads it ever
emouldi but as this would hurt die Metre, we Jiayle red-
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ftored it to its genaine Reading, by obferving that Sytut-"
had been neglefted by ignorant Tranfcribers.

Ibid. In my Heart."] Scaliger and others, ontm Heart.

Verfe the Fourth. IfomdaDart.] TheFir//Vo«Manii-
Icnpt for / reads it, butthis mufthave beenthe Halluci-
ration of the Tranfcriber, who probably miftook the
Dafh of the / fora T.

Stanzathe Second, Verfe the Second. Thefatal Stroke.]
Ajoppius, Salmajtut and many others, for the read a,
but | have ftuck to the ufual Reading.

Vejfe the Third. Till by her JVit.] Some Manufcripts
tave Uhis mt, others others their Wit. Rutas |
find to be the Name of a Woman in other
Authors, | cannot doubt but it lhould be her

A long andlaftin
.anguip.] The German Manufcrlpt reads a ‘lafting Paf-
but the Rhime will not admit it.

-f®'-Belvidera / Did not
all the Manufcripts reclaim, | lhould change Bel-videra
into Pel<videra-, Pelmis being ufcd by feveral of the
ancient Comick Writers for a Looking-glafs, by which
means the Etymology of the Word is very vifible, and
Pe wdera will fignify a Lady who often looks in her
(jlafs; as indeed lhe had very good reafon, if fhe had
all uiole Beauties which our Poet here afcribes to her.

Verfe the TKixd Hourly I figh and hourly langu'p.]

if hourl%/ read dall and others nightly;
the laft has great Authorities of its

Verfe the Fourth. The nuonted Cure] The Elder i’r-

reads njoanted Cuts,

Stanzathe Fourth, Verfe the Second. Jfter a thoufand
Beauties.] In feveral Copies we meet with a Hundred
Beauties by the ufual Error of the Tranfcribers, who
probably omitted a Cipher, and had not Tafte enough
to know tkat the Word Thoufand was ten Times
au%rgater Compliment to the Poet’s Miftrefs than an
Hundred.

VerfC-the Fourth. Andfinds Variety in one.] Moll of
thre Ancient Manufcripts have itintw . Indeed fo many
ot them concur in this laft Reading, that | am very
much in doubt whether it ought not to take place. There
are but two Reafons wliick incline me to the Reading as
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