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I  have publifhed it; Firft, becaufe the Rhime, and. 
Secondly, becaufe the Senfe is preferved by it. I t might 
likewife proceed from the Ofcitancy of Tranfcribers, 
who, to difpatch their W ork the fooncr, ufe to write 
all Numbers in Ciphers, and feeing the Figure i follow­
ed by a little Da(h of the Pen, as is cuftomary in old 
Manuferipts, they perhaps miftook the Dalh for a fe- 
cond Figure, and by calling up both together, com- 
pofed out of them the Figure 2. But this I lhall leave 
to the Learned, without determining any thing in a 
Matter of fo great Uncertainty. C
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’Ev TKf (Tofs'i Euripid.

T H  E Time prefent feldom affords fufficient Employ­
ment to the Mind of Man. Objefls of Pain of 
Pleafure, Love or Admiration, do not lie thick 

enough together in Life to keep the Soul in conftant 
Adlion, and fupply an immediate Exercifeto its Faculties, 
In order, therefore, to remedy this Defeft, that the Mind 
may not want Bufinefs, but always have Materials for 
thinking, Ihe is endowed with certain Powers, that can 
recal what is palled, and anticipate what is to come.

T H A T  w'onderful Faculty, which we call the Me­
mory, is perpetually looking back, when we have nothing 
prefent to entertain us. I t is like thofe Repofitories in 
feveral Animals, that are filled with Stores of their for­
mer Food, on which they may ruminate when their 
prefent Failure fails.

A S the Memory relieves the Mind in her vacant Mo­
ments, and prevents any Chaims of Thought by Ideas 
of wliat is paji, we have other Faculties that agitate and 
employ her upon what is to come. Thefe are the Palli- 
ons of Hope and Fear.

BY thele two Palfions we reach forward into Futurity, 
and bring up to our prefent Thoughts Objefts that lie 
hid in the remoteft Deptlis of Time. We fuffer Mifery,
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and enjoy Happinefs, before they are in Being; we can fet 
the Sun and Stars forward, or loic fight of them by wan- 
dring into thofc retired Parts of Etcinity, when the Hea­
vens and Earth fhall be no more.

B Y the way, who can imagine tiiat the Exiftence 
of a Creature is to be circumferibed by Time, whofe 
Thouglits are not ? But I ihali, in this Paper, confine my 
felf to that particular Paflion which goes by the Name 
of Hope.

O U R  Aflual Enjoyments are fo few and tranfient, 
that Man would be a very miferable Being, were he not 
endowed with this Paflion, which gives him • a Tafte of 
ihoi'e good Things that may poflibly come into his Pof- 
ftflion, ff't Jhould hope for (‘very thing that is good, fays 
the old Poet Linus, becaufe there is nothing ‘which may not 
be hoped for, and nothing but ‘what the Gods are able to gi‘ve 
us. Hope quickens all the Hill Parts of Life, and keeps 
the Mind awake in her moft Remifs and Indolent Hours. 
I t  gives habitual Serenity and Good-humour. I t  is a kind 
of Vital Heat in the Soul, that cheers and gUd^ens her, 
when Ihe docs not attend to it. I t makes P^in eafy, 
and Labour pleafant.

B E S I D E  thefe feveral AdTOntages which rife from 
Hope, there is another which is none of tlie leaft, and 
that is, its great Efficacy in preferving us from fetting 
too high a Value on prefent Enjoyments. The Saying 
of Cisfar is very well known. When he had given away 
all his Eftate in Gratuities among his Friends, one of 
them asked what he had left for himfelf; to which that 
great Man replied, Hope. His natural Magnanimity hin- 
dred him from prifing what he was cenafnly poflefled 
of, and turned all his Thoughts upon fometliing more 
valuable that he had in View. I  quellion not but every 
Reader will draw a Moral from this Story, and apply 
it to himfelf without my Diredlion.

T H E  old Story of Pandora's Box (which many of the 
Learned believe was formed among the Heathens upon 
the Tradition of the Fall of Man) fhews us howdeplora-
ble a State they th o u ^ t the prefent Life, without Hope: r.. ... . . ..V ,1  o fet forth the utmolb Condition of Mifery they tell us, 
that our Forefather, according to the Pagan Theology,
kad.a great Vcffcl prefented iiim by Psjau'flrtf I
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,!fl o f  it. fav< th e  F a h le . th e re  f?eiv o u t a lllifting up the Lid of it, fays the Fable, there flew out all 

the Calamities and Diftempers incident to Men, from 
which, till that time, they had been altogether exempt. 
I/ofe, who had been inclofed in the Cup with fo much 
bad Company, inftead of flying off with the rett, ftuck fo 
clofe to the Lid of it, that it was Ihut down upon her.

I lhall make but two Reflexions upon what I have hi­
therto faid. Firft, that no kind of Life is fo happy as that 
which is full of Hope, cfpecially when the Hope is well 
grounded, and when the Objeftof it isofan exalted kind, 
and in its Nature proper to make the Perfon happy who 
enjoys it. This Propofition mull be very evident to thole 
who confider how few are the prefent Enjoyments of the 
moll happy Man, and how inlufficient to give him au 
intirc Satisfeftion and Acquiefcence in them.

M Y  next Obfervation is this, that a Religious Life is 
that which moll abounds in a well-grounded Hope, and 
fuch an one as is fixed on Objefts that are capable of ma­
king us entirely happy. This Hope in a Religious Man, 
is much more lure and certain than the Hope or any Tem­
poral Blelfing, as it is llrengthened not only by Reafon, 
but by Faith. I t  lias at the fame time its Eye perpetually 
fixed on that State, which implies in the very Notion of 
it the moll full and the moll complete Happinefs.

I have before Ihewn how the Influence of Hope in ge­
neral fweetens Life, and makes our prefent Condition 
fupportable, if not pleafing ; but a Religious Hope has 
Hill greater Advantages. I t does not only bear up the 
Mind under her Sufferings, but makes her rejoice in them, 
as they may be the Inllruments of procuring her the great 
and ultimate End of all hel' Hope.

R E L I G I O U S  Hope has likewife this Advantage 
above any other kind of Hope, that it is able to revive 
the dying Man, and to fill his Mind not only with fecret 
Comfort and Refrelhment, but fometimes with Rapture 
and Tranfport. He triumphs in his Agonies, whilft the 
Soul fprings forward with Delight to the great Objedl 
which Ihe has always had in view, and leaves the Body 
with an Expeflation of being re-united to her in a glori­
ous and joyful Refurreftion.

I  fhall conclude this Effay with thofe emblematical Ex- 
prellions of a lively Hope, which the Pfalmill made ufe
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