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of in the midft of thofe Dangers and Adverfitiea which
furrounded him j for the following Pallage had its prefent
and perfonal, as well as its future and prophetick Scnfe.
I havefet the Lordalways before me: Becaufe he is at my
right Hand IJhall not be moved, therefore my Heart isglad,
and myGloryrejoiceth: myFleJh alfoJhallreJl in hope. For
thouwilt notleave my Soul in Hell, neither wilt thou fuffer
thine Holy One tofee Corruption. Fhouwiltjhew me the Path
f Life: in thy Prefence there is Fulnefs ofJoy, at thy rlght
Hand there are Pleafuresfor evermore.

N® 472. Monday, September i.

- Volupta
Solamenque mail Virg.

J Received fome time ago a Propofal, which had a Pre-
face to it, wherein the Author difcourfed at large of
the innumerable Objedls of Charity in a Nation, and

admonifhed the Rich, who were afflided with any Dif-

temper of Body, particularly to regard the Poor in the
fame Species of Afflidion, and confine their Tendemefs
to them, fince it is impoffible to afllft all who are pre-

fented to them. The Propofcr had been relieved from a

Malady in his Eyes by an Operation performed by Sir Wil-

liam Read, and being a Man of Condition, had taken a

Refolution to maintain three poor blind Men during their

Lives, in Gratitude for that great Bleffing. This Misfor-

tune is fo very great and unfrequent, that one would

think, an Eftablifhment forall the Poor under it might
be eafily accomplilhed, with the Addition of a very few
others to tliofe Wealthy who are in the fame Calamity.

However, the Thought of the Propofer arofe from a very

good Motive, and the parcelling of our felves out, as cal-

led to particular Ads of Benehcence, would be a pretty

Cement of Society and Virtue. It is the ordinary foun-

dation for Mens holding a Commerce with each other,

and becoming familiar, that they agree in the fame Sort
of Pleafurc; and fure it may alfo be fome Reafon for
Amity,
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Amity, that they are under one common Diftrefs. If all
the Rich who are lame in the Gout, from a Life of Eafe,
Pleafurc, and Luxury, would help thofefew who have it
without a previous Life of Pleafure, and add a few of fuch
laborious Men, who are become lame from unhappy
Blows, Falls, or other Accidents of Age or Sicknefs ; |
fay, would fuch gouty Perfons adminiller to the Necelfi-
ties of Men difabled like themfelves, the Confcioufnefs of
fuch a Behaviour would be the belt Julep, Cordial, and
Anodyne in the feverifh, faint and tormenting Viciffitudes
of that miferable Diftemper. The fame may be faid of
all other, both bodily and mtelledlual Evils. Thefe Claf-
fes of Charity would certainly bring down Bleffings upon
an Age and People ; and if Men were not petrified with
the Love of thisWorld, againft all Senfeof the Commerce
which ought to be among them, it would not be an un-
Tcafonable Bill for a poor Man in the Agony of Pain, ag-
gravated by Want and Poverty, to draw upon a lick Al-
derman after this Form;

Mr. Bafil Plenty,
SIR,

O U have tie Gout and Stone, miith Sixty

thoufand Pound Sterling ; / haw the Gout

and Stone, not ‘worth one Farthing ; 1ljhall
fray for you, and deftre you ‘wouldfay the Bearer
Twenty Shillingsfor Value receivedfrom

Cripple-Gate, SIR,
Aug, 29, 1712. Your humble Servant,

Lazarus Hopeful.

T HE Reader's own Imagination will fuggeft to him
the Reafonablenefs of fuch Correfpondences, and diverli-
fy them into a thoufand Forms; but I fhall clofe this a*
l.began upon the Subjcdl of Blindnefs. The following
Letter feems to be written by a Man of Learning, who is
returned to his Study after a Sufpence of an Ability to
do fo. The Benefit he reports himfelf to have received,
may well claim the handfomelt Encomium he can give
the Operator.

Mrl
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Mr. Spectator,
uminatin g lately pnyouradmirable Dif-
R courfes on the Pleafures ofthi Imagination, | be-
gan to confider to which of our Scnfes we are obliged
for the greateft and mofl: important Share ofthofe Plea-
fures ; and | foon concluded that it was ta the Sigit :
Thatisthe Sovereign of the Senfes, and M other ofall the
Arts and Sciences, that luive refined the Rudencfs of the
uncultivated Mind to a Politenefs that dillinguilhes the
fine Spirits from the barbarous Gout of the great Vulgar
“and thefma//. The Sight is the obliging Benefeeirefs
' that bellows on us the moll tranfporting Senfations that
" we have from the various and wonderful Produdls of Na-
"ture. To the Sight we owe the amazing Difcovcrifs
* of the Height, Magnitude, and Motion ot the Planets;
*their feveral Revolutions about their common Centre
' of Light, Heat and Motion, the Sun. The Stglt tra-
“ vels yet farther to tlie fixed Stars, and furnilhes the Un-
> derftanding with folid Reafons to prove, that each of
' them is a Sun moving on its own Axis in the Centre of
' its own Vortex or Turbillion, and performing the fame
« Offices to its dependent Planets, that our glorious Sun
« does to this.  But the Inquiries of the Sigit will not be
' Hopped here, but make their Progrefs through the im-
‘ menfe Expanfe of the Hfay, and there
‘ blended Fires of the Galaxy into infinite and different
‘ Worlds, made up of dillina Suns, and their peculiw
* Equipages of Planets, till unable to purfue this Track
‘ any farther, it deputes the Imagination to go on to
* new Difeoveries, till it fill the unbounded Space with
» endlefs Worlds.
T HE Sight informs the Statuary s Chifel Wlth Power
» to give Breath to lifelefs Brafs and Marble, and the
* Pamters Pencil to fwell the flat Canvas with moving Fi-
‘ guresadluated by imaginary Souls. Mufick indeed may
plead another Original, iincc Jubal, by the different
Falls of his Hammer on the Anvil, difeover’d by tlieEar
thefirll rude Muficlc that pleas’d the Antediluvian Fa-
thers ; but then the Sight has not only reduced thole
wilder Sounds into artful Orderand Harmony, but con-
yeys that Harmony to the moll dillant Parts
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* World without the Help of Sound. To the Sigit we
* owe not only all the Difcoveries of Philofopliy, but
* all the Divine Imagery of Poetry that tranfports the
‘ intelligent Reader ot Homer, Milton, and Firtil.

‘ As the Sight has poliflied the World, does iC
‘ fupply us with die moll grateful and lalling Pleafure.
‘ Let Love, let Friendlhip, paternal Affedlion, filial Pie-
‘ ty, and conjugal Duty, declare the Joys the Sight be-
* flows on a Meeting after Abfence. But it would be
‘ endlefs to enumerate all the Pleafures and Advantage*
‘ of Sight; every one that has it, every Hour he makes
‘ ufe of it, finds them, feels diem, enjoys them.

" THUS as our greateft Pleafures and Knowledge
* are derived from the Sight, fo has Providence been
‘ more curious in the Formation of its Scat, the Eye
' than of die Gr~ns of the other Senfcs. That ftupenl
* dous Machine is compos’d in a wonderful Manner of
* Mufcle, Membranes, and Humours. Its Motions are
* admirably direftcd by die Mufcles; the Perfpicuity of
‘ the Humours tranfmit the Rays of Light; the Ray*
“ are regularly refraded by their Figure, die black Lin-
* mg of the Sclerotes elRidlually prevents dieir being con-
* founded by Reflexion. It is wonderful indeed to con-
* fider how many Objeds die Eye is fitted to take in at
* once, and fucceflively in an Inifcuit, and at the fame
* time to make a Judgment of their Pofition, Figure,
“ or Colour. It watches a”nft our Dangers, "ide«
*our Steps, and lets in all the vifible Ol*efts, whofq
‘ Beauty and Variety inltruft and debght.

* THE Pleafures and Advantages of Sight being fa
' great, the Lofs mull be very grievous; of which Mil-
* ton, from Experience, gives die moll fenfible Idea,
‘ both in die third Book of his Paradife Loji, and in hi*
* Sampfott Jgonijles.

To Light in tlie former.
'Phee 1 revifitfafe.
Jndfeel thyfonjereign <vital Lamp ; but thou
P.eVijit'ft not thefe Eyes, that roll in vain
POfind thy pierfing Ray, but find no Dawn,

VoL.VI. N AbL
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And a little after.

Seafins rtturn, hut not to me returm

or thefixjeet Approach of E-v n and Morn,
Or Sight ofwrnal Bloom, or Summer s Kofe,
Or Florks or Herds, or human Face dmiine,
But Cloud infiead, and ever-during Dark
Surround me: From the chearful 1Vp-s of Men
Cut off, andfor the Book of Kncndedgefair,
Frelented nuith an uni'verfal Blank
O fNature's Works, to me expung d and raz d.
And Wifdom at one Entrance quiteJhut out.

Again, in Sampfon Agonifies

But Chiefof all.
O Lofs of Sight! ofthee I mofl complain-.
Blind among Enemies ! O worfe than Chains,
Dungeon, or Beggary, or jecrepid Age !
Light, theprime Work of God, to me is extinO,
And all her -various OhjeSs of Delight
AnnuU'd-------

1 Still as a Fool,
InFomor of others, ne-ver in my onxn.
Scarce half Ifeem to liw, dead more than Halfz
O dark! dark! dark! amid the Blaze ofNoon:
Irrecoverably dark, total Eclipfe,
Without all Hopes of Diy !

THE Enjoyment of Sight then being fo great a
Bleffine, and the Lofs of it fo terrible an Evil, how
excellent and valuable is the Skill  that Artill which
can reftore the former, and redrefs the latter ? My fre-
quent Perufal of the Advertifements m the publicc
News-Papers (generally the moft agreeable Entertain-
ment they afford) has prefented me with many and va-

“ rious Benefits of this kind done to my Countrymen by
Z t skilful Artift Dr. Her Majefty’s Oculill
Extraordinary, whofe happy Hand h« brought and re-

' ftored to Sight fevcral Hundreds m lefsthan boin





