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yon fplum Scientia, qua! eft remota a Juftitia, CalUditas 
fotius quam Sapientia eft appcllanda J nierum etiam Ani­
mus paratus adpericutum, fifeed cupiditate, non utilifa­
te communi, impellitur, Audacia potius nomen habeat, 
qudm Fortitudinis — — PJato apud Tull.

T h e r e  can be no greater Injury to human Socie­
ty, than that good Talents among Men Ihould be 
held honouraWe to thofe who are endowed with 

them, without any Regard how. they are applied ; The 
Gifts o f Nature and Accomplilhments o f Art are valuable, 
but as they are exerted in the Interefts o f Virtue, or go­
verned by the Rules of Honour. W e ought to abftra£l our 
Minds from the Obfervation o f an Excellence in thofe we 
converfe with, till we have taken fome Notice, or received 
feme good Information of the Difpofition of their Minds ; 
otherwife the Beauty of their Perfons, or the Charms of 
their W it, may make us fond of thofe whom our Reafon. 
and Judgment will tell us we ought to abhor.

W H E N  we fuffer our pi#es to be thus carrried away 
by meer Beauty, or meer W it, Omniamente with all her 
V ice will bear away as much of our Good-will as the moll 
innocent Virgin or difereet Matron j  and there cannot 
be a more abjeft Slavery in this World, than to dote upon, 
what we think we ought to condemn : Y et this mull be 
our Condition in all the Parts of Life, i f  we fuffer our 
felves to approve any Thing but what tends to the Promo­
tion of what is good and honourable. I f  we would take 
true Pains with our felves to confider all Things by the 
Light o f Reafon and Juftice, tho’ a Man were in the 
Height o f Youth and amorous Inclinations, he would look 
upon a Coquette with the fame Contempt or Indifference 
as he would upon a Coxcomb : The wanton Carriage in a 
Woman would difappoint her o f the Admiration which 
Ihe aims at j and the vain Drefs or Difeourfe o f a Man,
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would deftroy the Comelinefs o f his Shape, or Goodnefa 
ofhis Underftanding. I  fay the Goodnefs o f his Under- 
ftanding, for it is no lefs common to fee Men of Senfe 
commence Coxcombs, tlian beautiful Women become 
immodcft. When this happens in either, the Favour we 
are naturally inclined to give to the good Qualities they 
have from Nature Ihould abate in Proportion. But how­
ever juft it is to meafure the Value of Men by the Appli­
cation of their Talents, and not by the Eminence of thofe 
Qualities abftradted from their Ufej  I  fay however juft 
fuch a W ay of judging is, in all Ages as well as this, the 
Contrary has prevailed upon the Generality o f Mankind. 
How many lewd Devices have been preferved from one 
Age to another, which had periftied as foon as they were 
made, i f  Painters and Sculptors had been efteemed as 
much for the Purpofe as the Execution o f their Defigns? 
Modeft and well-governed Imaginations have by this 
Means loft the Reprelentations of Ten Thoufand charm­
ing Portraitures, filled with Images o f innate Truth, ge­
nerous Zeal, courageous Faith, and tender Humanity; in- 
ftead of which. Satyrs, Furies, and Monfters are recom­
mended by thofe Arts to a fhameful Eternity.

T H E  unjuft Application of laudable Talents, is tole­
rated in the general Opinion of Men, not only in fuch 
Cafes as are here mentioned, but alfo in Matters which 
concern ordinary Life. I f  a Lawyer were to be efteemed 
only as he ufes his Parts in contending for Juftice, and 
were immediately defpicable when he appeared in a Caufe 
which he could not but know was an unjuft one, how 
honourable would his Charafter be ? And how honoura­
ble is it in fuch among us, who follow the Profeffion no 
otherwife, than as labouring to proteft the Injured, to- 
fubdue the Oppreflbr, to imprifon the carelefs Debtor, 
and do right to the painful Artificer ? But many of this 
excellent Charafter are overlooked by the greater Num­
ber j \yho afteft covering a weak Place in a Client’s Title, 
diverting the Courfe of an Inquiry, or finding a skilful 
Refuge to palliate a Falfliood; Yet it is ftill c.illed Elo­
quence in the latter, though thus unjuftly enrployed : But 
Refolution in an Aflaflin is according to Reafon quite 
M laudable, as Knowledge and Wifdom e.xcrcifed in the 
Defence o f an ill Caufe.
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W E R E  the Intention ftedftftly confidered, as the 

Meafure o f Approbation, all Fallhood would foon be out 
o f  Countenance: and an Addrefs in impofing upon Man­
kind, would be as contemptible in one State o f Life as 
another. A  Couple o f Courtiers making Profeffions o f 
Efteem, would make the fame Figure after Breach of Pro- 
mife, as two Knights of the Poll convifted o f Perjury. 
But Converfation is fallen fo low in point o f Morality, 
that as they lay in a Bargain, Let the Buyer look to i t ; fo 
in Friendlhip, he is the Man in Danger who is moll apt 
to believe: He is the more likely to fuffer in the Com­
merce, who begins with the Obligation of being the more 
ready to enter into it.

B U T  thofe Men only are truly great, who place their 
Ambition rather in acquiring to themfelves the Confei- 
ence o f worthy Enterprizes, than in the Profped of 
G lory which attends them. Thefe exalted Spirits would 
rather be fecretly the Authors o f Events which are fer- 
viceable to Mankind, than without being fuch, to have 
the pablick Fame of it. Where therefore an eminent 
Merit is robbed by Artifice or Detraftion, it does but in- 
creafe by fuch Endeavours o f its Enemies: The impotent 
Pains which are taken to fully it, or diffufe it among a 
Ci'owd to the Injury o f a fingle Perfon, will naturally 
produce the contrary Effcdl; the Fire will blaze out, and 
burn up all that attempt to fmother what they cannot ex- 
tinguilh.

T  H  E R E is but one Thing neceffary to keep the Pof- 
feffion of true’G lory, which is, to hear the Oppofers o f 
it with Patience, and preferve the Virtue by which it 
was acquired. When a Man is throughly perfuaded 
that he ought neither to admire, wilh for, or purfue any 
thing but what is exaflly his Duty, it is hot in the Power 
o f Seafons, Perfons or Accidents to diminilh his Value. 
H e only is a great Man who can neglefl the Applaufe o f 
the Multitude, and enjoy himfelf independent of its Fa­
vour. This is indeed nn arduous T a sk ; but it (liould com­
fort a glorious Spirit that it is the highell Step to which 
human Nature can arrive. Triumph, Applaufe, Accla­
mation, are dear to the Mind of M an; but it is Hill a 
more e.xquifite Delight to fay to your felf, you have 
done well, than to hear the whole human Race pronounce
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