24 uhe Spec tat or. 174/

than all the reft, a Country Wench whom he had wooed
in vain for above five Years before, was fo chamed with
his Grinns. and the Applaufes which he received on all
Sides, that llie married him the Week following, and to
this bay wears the Prize upon her Finger, the Cobler
having made ufe of it as his Wedding-ring.

TH 1S Paper might perhaps feem very impertinent, ¥f
it grew ferious in the Conclufion. | would neverthelefs
leave it to the Confideration of thofe who are the Patrons
of this monftrous Trial of Skill, whether or no they are
not guilty, in fome meafure, ofan Affr™t to their Sp-
cies, in treating after this manner the “man Face Dt-
wne, and turning that Part of us, which h» an
Image impreffed upon it, into the Image of a Monkey ;
whether the raifing fuch filly Competitions among the Ig-
norant, propofing Prizes for fuch ufelefs Accomplilhments,
filling the common Peoples Heads wUh fuch f~nfelefs
Ambitions, and infpiring them with fuch abfurd Ideas
of Superiority and Preheminence, has not in it fomething
immoral as well as ridiculous. C
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nae vimini ~ ‘vifiumfruftra contendere Fhyrfin. Virg.

T H E R E is fcarce any thing more common than A-

It:

Sprite States againft a fuperior Power, which are hardly
held together,~though their Unanimity is neceffary for
hela t g And this is always the Cafe of the

S te clothed but by the Skill of the Trader; and yet
thofe Interefts are ever jarring. non



yet
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W E had laft Winter an Inflance of this at our Club,
inSirRoger deCoverley andSirAndrew
F reeport, between whom there is generally a con-
flant, though friendly, Oppofition of Opinions. It hap-
pened tliat one of the Company, in an hiftorical Dif-
courfe, was obferving, that Carthaginian Faithwas a pro>
vcrbial Phrafe to intmiate Breach ofLeagues. Sir Roger
faid it could hardly be otherwife: That the Carthaginians
were the greateft Traders in tlie World ; and as Gain is
the chief End of fuch a People, they never purfue any
other : The Means to it are never regarded j they will,
if it comes eafily, get Money honeftly j but if not, they
will not fcruple to attain it by Fraud or Cozenage:
And indeed, what is the whole Bufinefs of the Trader’s
Accompt, but to over-reach him who trulls to his Me-
mory ? But were that not fo, what can there great and
noble be expefted from him whofe Attention is for ever
fixed upon balancing his Books, and watching over his
Expences ? And at bell, let Frugality and Parfimony be
the Virtues of the Merchant, how much is his punilual
Dealing below a Gentleman’s Charity to the Poor, or
Hofpitality among his Neighbours ?

Captain Sentry obferved Sir Andrew very
diligent in hearing Sir Roc er, and had a mind to
turn the Difcourfe, by taking notice in general, from the
highcll to the loweft Parts of human Society, there was
a fecret, tho’ unjull. Way among Men of indulging the
Seeds of lll-nature and Envy, by comparing their own
State of Life to that ofanother, and grudging the Ap-
proach of their Neighbour to their own Happinefs ; and
on the other Side, he who is the lefs at his Eafe, repines
at the other, who, he thinks, has unjuftly the Advantage
over him. Thus the Civil and Military Lifts look upon
each other with much Ill-nature, the Soldier repines at
the Courtier’s Power, and the Courtier rallies the Sol-
dier’s Honour, or to come to lower Inftances, the private
Men in the Horfe and Foot of an Army, the Carmen
and Coachmen in the City Streets, mutually look upon
each other with 1ll-will, when they are in Competition
for Quarters or the Way, in their refpedlive Motions.

I T isvery well, good Captain, interrupted Sir A n-
d rew; Youmay attempt to turn the Difcourfe if you
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tnink fit; but I muft however have aWord or two with
Sir Roger, who, | fee, thinks he has paid me off, and
been very fevere upon the Merchant. | mall not, conti-
nued he, at this Time remind Sir Roger of the great
and noble Monuments of Charity and pubhek Spirit,
which have been eredted by Merchants fince the Refor-
mation, but at prefent content my felf with what he al-
lows us, Parfimony and Frugality. If it were confiftent
with the Quality of fo ancient a Baronet as Sir RopE fi,
to keep an Accompt, or mcafure Things by the moft infal-
lible Way, that of Numbers, he would prefer our Parii-
mony to his Hofpitality. If to drink fo many HogBieads
is to be Hofmtable, we do not contend for the Fame ot
that Virtue ; but it would be worth while to confider,.
whether fo many Artificers at Work ten Days together by
my Appointment, or fo many Peafants made meriy op Sir
R oger’s Charge, are the Men moreobliged ? | believe
the Families of the Artificers will thank me, more than
the Houfhold of the Peafants lhall SirRooe r. Sir
R o ger gives tohis Men, but | place mine above the
Keceflity or Obligation of my Bounty. | am in very lit-
tle Pain for the Romaft Proverb upon the Carthagiman
Traders5 the Ro?nans were their profeffed Enemies: |
am only forry no Carthaginian Fliftories have come to
our Hands; we might have been taught perhaps Iw them
fome Proverbs againft the Roman Generofity, m fighting
for and bellowing other People’s Goods. But fince Sir
R oger has taken Occafion from an old Proverb to be
out of Humour with Merchants, it flrould be no Opnee
TO offer one not quite fo old in their Defence. When a
Man happens to break in Holland, they fay of him that
he has not kept true Accounts. This Phrafe, perhaps,
among us, would appear a foft or humorous way of
foeaking, butwith thatexaft Nation it bears the higheft
R”7eproadi; for a Man to be millaken m the Calculation of
his Expence, in his Ability to anfwer future Demands,
or to lie impertinently fanguinc in putting his Credit to
too <ireat Adventure, are all Inftances ofas much Infamy
as wth gayer Nations to be failing in Courage or com-

*°|4U°MBERS are fo much the Meafure of every
th ne that isvaluable, that it is not poJlible to demonlirate
* n the
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sthe Succefsofany Aftion, or the Prudence of any Under-
taking without them. | fay this in Anfwer to what Sir
Roger is pleafed to fay, That little that is truly no-
fcle, can be expefted from one who is ever poring on hi*
Ca(h-book, or balancing his Accorapts. When | have my
Returns from abroad, 1 can tell to a Shilling, by the
Help of Numbers, the Profit or Lofs by my Adventure ;
but | ought alfo to be able to (hew that | had Reafon for
making it, either from my own Experience or that of
other People, or from a reafonable Prefumption that my
Returns will be fufhcient to anfwer my Expence and
Hazard ; and this is never to be done without the Skill
of Numbers. For Inftasice, if | am to trade to |
ought beforehand to know the Demand of our Manu-
fattures there as well as of their Silks in England, and
the Cullomary Prices that are given for both in each
Country. | ought to have a clear Knowledge of tliefc
Matters beforehand, that I may prefume upon fufficient
Returns to anfwer the Charge of the Cargo | have fit-
ted out, the Freight and Affurance out and home, the Cu-
ftoms to the Queen, and the Intereft of my own Money,
and befides all thefe Expences a reafonable Profit to my
felf. Now what is there of Scandal in this Skill ?
What has the Merchant done, that helhould be fo little
in the good Graces of Sir Roger? He throw”own
no Man’s Inclofures, and tramples upon no Man’s Corn ;
he takes nothing from the induftrious Labourer; he p.ays
the poor Man for his Work; he communicates his Pro-
fit with Mankind ; bv the Preparation of his Cargo and
the Manufafture of his Returns he furnifhes Employ-
ment and Subfiftence to greater Numbers than the rich-
eft Nobleman ; and even the Nobleman is obliged to
him for finding out foreign Markets for the Produce of
his Eftate, and for making a great Addition to his Rents;
and yet 'tis certain, that none of all tliefe Things could
be done by him witliout the Exercife of his Skill in
Numbers.

THI1S isthe Occonomy of the Merchant; and the
Condua ofthe Gentleman muft be the fame, unlefs by
fcorning to be the Steward, he refolves the Steward
fhall be the Gentleman. The Gentleman, no more than
the Merchant, is able, without the Help of Numbers,.
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