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to account For the Succefs ofany Aftion, or the Pru-
dence of any Adventure. If, for Inftance, the Cha*cc
is his whole Adventure, his only Returns mull; be the
Stag’s Horns in the great Hall, and the Fox’s Nofe upon
the Stable Door. Without doubt Sir Roger knows the
full Value of thefe Returns; and if beforehand he had
computed the Charges of the Chace, a Gentleman of his
Difcretion would certainly have hanged up all his Dogs,
he would never have brought back fo many fine Horfes
to the Kennel, he would never have gone fo often,, like
a Blaft, over Fields of Corn. If fuch too had been the
Condua ofall his Anceftors, he might truly have boafted
at this Day that the Antiquity of his Family had never
been fullied by a Trade ; a Merchant had never been
permitted with his whole Eftate to purchafe a Room for
his Piaure in the Gallery of the Coverleys, orto
claim his Defcent from the Maid of Honour. But ’tis
very happy for Sir Roger that the Merchant paid fo
dear for his Ambition. ’'Tis the Misfortune of many
other Gentlemen to tufn out of the Seats of their An-
ceftors, to make way for fuch new Mafters as have been
more exaa in their Accompts than themfelves ; and cer-
tainly he deferves the Eftate a great deal better, who
h.aas got it by his Induftiy, than he who has loft it by his

Hegli”ence.

N® 175. “Thurjday, September 20.

Proximus a teilis ignis defenditur agre : n
Ov. Rem. Am.

three Letters | have received from my Correfpon-
ents ; The firft difeovers to me a Species of Fe-
males which have hitherto efcaped my Notice, and is

as follows.

]Shall this Day entertain my Readers with two or
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Mr.Spectator,

Am a young Gentleman of a competent Fortune,
I and a fufficient Tafte of Learning, to fpend live
or fix Hours every Day very agreeably among my
Books. That I might have nothing to diwrt me from
my Studies, and to avoid the Noifes of Coaches and
Chairmen, | have taken Lodgings in a very narrow
Street not far from Whitehall; but it is my Misfortune
to be fo pofted, that my Lodgings are direftly oppofite
tothofe of a JeTtebel. You are to know. Sir, that
a le%ehel (fo caU'd by the Neighbourhood from dif-
playin<T her pernicious Charms at her Window) ap-
U rs conftantly drefs'd at her Salh, and has a thou-
fand little Tricks and Fooleries to attrafl the Eyes of
all the idle young Fellows in the Neighbourhood, f
have feen more than fix Perfons at once from their fe-
veral Windows obferving the Je%ebel | am now com-
plaining of. | at firft looked on her my felf with the
highell Contempt, could divert my felfwith her Airs
for half an Hour, and afterwards take up my Plutarch
with great Tranquillity of Mind ; but was a little vex-
ed to find that in Icfs than a Month (he had confidc-
rablv ftoln upon my Time, fo that I refolved to look
at her no more. But the Jezebel, who, as | fuppofe,
might think it a Diminution to her Honour, to have
the Number of her Ga7.ers leifen'd, refolved not to
partwith me fo, and began to play fo many new Tricks
at her Window, that it was impoflible for me to for-
bear obferving her. | verily believe (he put her felf to
the Expence of a new Wax-Baby on purpofe to plague ¢
me; (heus'd to dandle and play with this Figure as
impertinently as if it had been a real CW Id; fometimes
(he would let fell a Glove or a Pin-Cu(hion in the
Street, and (hut or open her Cafement three or four
times in a Minute. When | had almoft wean d my felf
from this, (he came in her Shift Sleeves, and drefs d
at the Window. | had no Way left but to let down
my Curtains, which | fubmitted to though it confide-
rably darkened my Room, and was plwfed to think ~at
| had at laft got the better of her ; but was furpnfed
the next Morning to hear her talking out ofhei- Wm-
B 3 “ow
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dow quite crofs the Street, with another Woman that
lodges over me : I am fmce informed, that lhe made
her a Vifit, and got acquainted with her within three
Hours after the fall of my Window-Curtains.

‘* SIR, lam plagued every Moment in the Day one
way or other in my own Chambers ; and the Jezebel
has the Satisfaflion to know, that tho’ I am not look-
ing at her, | am lift'ning to her impertinent Dialogues
that pafs over my Head. | would immediately change
my Lodgings, but that I think it might look like a
plain Confeflion that I am conquer’d j and befides this,
I am told that moll Quarters of the Town are infelled
with thefe Creatures. If they are fo, | am fure 'tis fuch
an Abufe, asa Lover of Learning and Silence ought ta
take notice of.

lah, SIR,
lours, &c.

I am afraid, by feme Lines in this Letter, that my
young Studentistouched with a Diftemperwhich he hard-
ly feems to dream of, and is too fer gone in it to receive
Advice. However, | fhall animadvert in due time on the
Abufe which he mentions, having my felf obferved a
Nell of Jezebels near the Temple, who make it their Di-
verfton to draw up the Eyes of young Templars, that
at the fame time they may fee them Humble in an un-
lucky Gutter which runs under the Window.

Mr. Spectator,

Have lately read the Conclufion of your forty fe-
venth Speculation upon Butts with great Pleafure,’
and have ever fince been throughly periuaded that one
of thofe Gentlemen is extremely necelTary to enliven
Converfation. | had an Entertainment laft Week upon
the Water for a Lady to whom | make my AddrelTes,
with feveral of our Friends of both Sexes. To divert
the Company in general, and to fliesv my Millrefs in
particuLar my Genius for R.allery, | took one of the
moll celebrated Butts in Town along with me. It is
v/ith the utmoll Sliame and Confufion that I mull
acquaint you with the Sequel of my Adventure : As
foon as we were got into the Boat, | played a Sentence
‘or
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or two at my Butt which | thought very fmart, when
my ill Genius, who | verily believe infpir'd him purely
for my Deftruftion, fuggeited to him fuch a Reply, as
got all the Laughter on his Side. | was daihed at fo
unexpefted a Turn, which the perceiving, refol-
ved not to let me recover my felf, and purhiing hisv
Viftory, rallied and tolTed me in a moll unmerciful
and barbarous manner till we came to Chelfta. | had
fome fmall Succefs while we were eating Cheefe- Cakes 1
but coming home, he renewed his Attacks with his for-
mer Good-fortune, and equal Diverfion to the whole
Company. In lhort, Sir, I mull ingenuoufly own that
I was never fo handled in all my Life; and to com-.
plete my Misfortune, | am fince told that the Butt,
flulhed with his late Viftory, has made a Vifit or two
to the dear Objeft of my Willies, fo that I am at
once in Danger of lofing all my Pretenfions to Wit,
and my Millrefs into the Bargain. This, Sir, is a true
Account of my prefent TrouUes, which you are the
more obliged to affift me in, as you were your felf
in a great meafure the Caufe of them, by recommend-
ing to usan Inllrument, and not inilrudling us at the
fame time how to play upon it.

| have been thinking whether it might not be highly
convenient, that all Butts Ihould wear an Infcriptioit
affixed to fome Part of their Bodies, lhewing on
which Side they arc to be come at, and that if any of
them are Perfons of unequal Tempers, there lhould be
fome Method taken to inform the World at what Time
it is fafe to attack them, and when you had bell let
them alone. But fubmitting thefe Matters to your
more ferious Conlideration.

Sk

*

*

*

*

lam, SIR,yours,

I have,' indeed, feen and heard of feveral young Gen-
tlemen under the fame Misfortune with my prefent Cor-
refpondent. The bell Rule | can lay down for them to
avoid the like Calamities for the future, is throughly ta _
confider not only Whether their Cajupaniens are ”vcak,
but Whether themfelves are Wits.

B4 THE*
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TH E following Letter comes to me from Exeter, and
being credibly informed that what it contains is Matter
of Faft, | Ihall give it my Reader as it was fent me.

Mr. Spectator, Exeter, Sept. 7.
' O U were pleafed in a late Speculation to take
* | notice of the'Inconvenience we lie under in the
Country, in not being able to keep Pace with the Fa-
fhion : But there is another Misfortune which we are
fubjedl to, and is no lefs grievous than the former,
which has hitherto efcaped your Obfervation. | mean,
the having Things palmed upon us for London Fafhions,
which were never once heard of there.
‘ A Lady ofthis Place had fome time fmce a Box of
the neweft Ribbons fent down by the Coach : Whether
it was her own malicious Invention, or the Wantonncfs
ofa London Millinerj I am not able to inform you ; but,
among the reft, there was one Cherry-coloured Ribbon,.
confifting ofabout halfa dov.en y.aids, made up in the
Figure ofa fmall Head-Drefs. Theaforefaid Ikdy had
the Affurance to affirm, amidft a Circle of Female In-
quifitors, who were prefent at the opening of the Box,.
that this was the neweft Fafhion worn at Court. A,c-
cordingly thertext Sunday we had feveral Females, who
came to Church with their Heads drefs’d wholly in.
Ribbons, and looked like fo many Vidlims ready to be
facrificed. This is ftill a reigning Mode among us. At
the fame Time we have a Set of Gentlemen who take,
the Liberty to appear in all publick Places without any
Buttons to their Coats, which they fupply with fevei”.
little Silver Hafps, tho’ our freftieft Advices from Lon-
don make no mention ofany fuch Fafhionj andwe are
fomething lhy ofaffording Matter to the Button-makers
for a fecond Petition.
‘W HAT | would humbly propofe to the Publick is,
that there may be a Society erefted in London, to con-
fift of the moft skilful Perfons of both Sexes for the In-
fpeBion of Modes and Eajhions ; and' that hereafter no
Perfon or Perfons fhall prefume to appear fingularly
habited in any Part ofthe Country, without a Teftimo-
nial from the aforelaid Society,- that their Drefs is an-]
* fwexable





