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2 2 .N °  17 7 . Saturday, September

____ ____ .Q u it enim bonus, out face dignus ̂
A r c a n d , q ^ le m  C e r e ji s  ^ u h  e f e  fa c cr d o s,

Vila aliena fib i credat mala ? J

f  . un- Week’s Papers I treated of Good- 
TC N  one of Q)nftitution; I  ftiall now
A  S a  Moral Virtue. The firft may

fpeak o f It himfelf and agreeable to others,
make a Man w fy  m himiei “ ofl-gfled o f it. A
but implies no Merit m h   ̂ ĵhis Account, than

'rh e'^ h a  a r t u t o  Pulfe or a good Digelhon 
becaufe he has a Conlhtution, which
This Good-nature ho Milkinefs o f Blood, is an ad-
Mr. T)>-yden otj^gr. In order therefore to
mirable Groundwor whether it arifes from the Body or 
try our Good-nature, jj ê Animal or Rau-
thc Mind, whether 1 _ t ̂   ̂ whether it be fuch as

,,’e m.« 'u  S ° * itk  sL m  Uni-
f i r s t . Whether 1 a ^  wim ^ 

formity m Sichnefr an n H  ^  ^

Adverfity ; f  S  g f the Mind from fome new
thing elfe but an circulation of the
Supply o f ^ irits , or ^gntions a cunning Solicitor, 
Bloo d̂. Sir fra n cs Bacon  ̂ before
who would never as 1,-efer his Petition at a Tim e 
Dinner; but took care W P j^j^d free from Care,

r S e o ? £ S :  W d e f e r v e s  the Title o f a 

Moral Virtue. T H E
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Man;s bringing his Good-nature 
f  D° ^°" “̂ ^̂ ’’:Whetiier. it  operates according, 

to the Rules Reafon and D uty : For if, notwithftanding 
Its gCTcral Benevolence to Mankind, it makes no d i - '  
ftin&on between its Objeds, i f  it exerts it felf promif- 
cuoufly towards the Deferving-and'Undeferving, i f  it 
relieves ^ike the Idle and the Indigent, i f  it gives it felf 
«p to the firft Petitioner, and lights ;pon a^^one S -  
M than Choice, it may pafs for an ami-

Virtue affume the N am eof a M ord

T H E  third Trial o f Good-nature will be, the exa­
mining our felves, whether or no weare able to exert it to:- 
our ownDiiadvantage,and employ it on proper Obieds 
notwithllanding any little Pain,. "Want or Inwnvenience 
which may arife to our felves from i t ; In  a word, whe- 
ther we are willing to rifque any Part o f our Fortune 
m " our Health or Eafe,. for the Benefit o f

thefeExpreffions o f Good-nature,
I lhall Angle out that which goes under the general Name 
o f Charny, as it confifts in relieving the Indigent; that

ar^n almoilat all Times and in every Place,
I  fliould propofe it as a Rule ’to every one who is nro  ̂

vided with M y Conipetency o f Fortune more than fuffi- 
ticnt for the Neceffaries o f Life, to lay afide a certain 
Proportion of his Income for the Ufe o f the Poor. T h h  
I  would look upon as an Offering to him who has a

P U fl o f  thofe w hom rin
tJie Paflage hereafter mentioned, he has deferibed as his 
own Reprefentatives upon Earth. A t the fame time we 
ftould manage our Charity with fuch Prudence and Cau- 
tion, that we may not hurt our own Friends or Relations 
whdft we-are doing Good to thofe who are Stranger^

f f ’ ' ■”
£  V G E N I  US  is a Man o f an univerfal Good-nature 

and generous beyond theExtent o f JiisFortune j butwith- 
al fo prudent, in the Oeconomy o f his Affairs that wh^c 
goes out n CiiMity is m.ade û p by good M M .^m ent 

lias what the World cads H o  hundred p S ; . ^
a Year j '
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a Year ; but never values himfelf above Ninefcore, as not 
thinking he has a Right to the tenth Par^ which he al­
ways appropriates to charitable Ufes. T o  this Sum he 
frequently makes other voluntary Additions, mfomuch 
that in a good Year, for fuch he accounts thofe in which 
he has been able to make greater Bounties than ordinary,, 
he has given above twice that Sum to the Sickly and In­
digent prefcribes to himfelf many particular
Days of Falling and Abftinence, in order to increafe his 
private Bank of Charity, and fets afide what wouW be the 
wrrent Expences of thofe Times for the Ufe o f the Poor.
He often goes afoot where his Bufinefs calls him, and at 
the End of his W alk ha.s given a Shilling, which^in his 
ordinary Methods o f Expence would have gone for Coach- 
hire to the firft Neceflitous Perfon that has faUen m his 
wav’ I  have known him, when he has been going to a 
P lavor an Opera, divert the Money which was deligned 
for that Purpofe, upon an O bjea of Charity whom he 
has met with in the Street; and afterwards pafs his Even­
ing in a ColFce-houfe, or at a Friend s Fire-fide, with 
much greater Satisfadion to himfelf than he could have- 
received from the moll exquifite Entertainments o f the 
Theatre By thefe means he is generous without impo- 
verilhing himfelf, and enjoys his Eftate by making it the.
Property o f others. .

T H E R E  are few Men fo cramped in their private 
Affairs who may not be charitable after this manner, 
without any Difadvantage to themfelves, or Preju^ce to 
their Families. It is bat fometimes facrificing a Divcr-- 
fion or Convenience to the Poor, and turning t ^  ufoal 
Courfe of our Expences into a better Channel. This is,
I  think, not only the moll prudent and convenient, but 
the moll meritorious Piece of Charity, which we can^put,. 
in oraftiee By this Method we in fome meafure lhare 
the Necefiities o f the Poor at the fame time that we rc  ̂
lieve them, and make our felves not only their Patrono,, 
but their Fellow-fufterers.  ̂ ^

S I R Thomas Brown, in thelaft Partof hisRf/;^rfliW«' 
d id  in which he defcribes his Charity in feveral Heroick. 
Inllances, and with a noble Heat of Sentiments, mentions 

tl; that Verfe in the Proverbs of Solomon, He thatgiw th to 
I  the Poor lendeth to. tlte lo r d ; ‘ There is more Rlietonck
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‘  in that one Sentence, fays he, than in a Library o f Ser-
* mons; and indeed i f  thofe Sentences were underftood 
‘  by the Reader, with the fame Emphalis as they are 
‘  delivered by the Author, we needed not thofe Vo- 
‘  lumes o f Inftrudlions, but might be honell by an
* Epitome.

T H I S  PalTage in Scripture is indeed wonderfully per- 
fuafive; but I  think the fame Thought is carried much 
farther in the New Teftament, where our Saviour tells 
us in a moft pathetick manner, that he lhall hereafter re­
gard the Clothing o f the Naked, the Feeding of the 
Hungry, and the Vifiting o f the Imprifoned, as Offices 
done to himfelf, and reward them accordingly. Purfu- 
ant to thofe Paffages in Holy Scripture, I  have fome- 
where met with the Epitaph o f  a charitable Man, which 
has very much pleafed me. I  cannot recolleft theWords, 
but the Senfe o f it is to this Purpofe: What I  fpent i 
loft ; what I polTcfled is left to others; what I  gave away 
remains with me.

S I N C E  l a m  thus infenfibly engaged in Sacred W rit,
I  cannot forbear making an Extradl o f feveral Paflages 
which I  have always read with great Delight in the Book 
o f Job. It is the Account which that Holy Man gives o f 
his Behaviour in the. Days o f his Profperity, and i f  con- 
fidered only as a human Compofition,. is a iiner Pidlure 
o f  a charitable and good-natured Man than is to be met 
with in any other Author.

O H  that I  ’were as in Months pajl, as in the Days 
•when God prefer>ved m e: When his Candle Jhined upon 
ny head, and ’when by his light 1  ’walked through dark- 
nefs : When the Almighty ’was yet •with m e; ’when my 
Children ’were about me : When 1  ’wafi/ed my Jieps ’with 
butter, and the rock poured out ri’vers o f  oil.

W H E N  the Ear heard me, then it blejfedme ; and 
Kchen the Eye fa ’w me it  ga’ve’witnefs to me. Becaufe I  de- 
li-vered the poor that cried, and the father lefs, and him 
that had none to help him. The blejfitig o f  him that ’was' 
ready to perijh came upon me, and I  caufed the Wido’w's 
heart to fing fo r  joy. I ’was eyes to the blind, andfeet ’was 
J to the lame j J ’was a father to the poor, and the caufe 
•whichl kne’w not J  fearched out. D id  not I ’weep fo r  him 
that •was in trouble, •was not my Soulgrie’vcdfor thepoor?
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