
N®i73. The Sp e c t a t o r . '4 ^̂
Let me be mjelghed in an enjen balance, that God may 
knon̂  mine Integrity. I f  I  did defpife
fermant or o f my maid-ferniant ’when they contended‘with
me. What t W jh a ll  Ido ’when G o d  rifethup? t t n d ^ t
he ’Vifiteth, J h a tjh a ll Ianfw er
onade me in the ’womb, make him ? and ded not
us in the ’womb ? I f  I  ha’ve’withheld
defire, or ha’ve caufed the eyes o f the Wtdo’w t o f r f  s j r
ha’ve eaten my morfel my f e l f  alone, and t e f^   ̂ f
hath not eaten thereof: I f  I  ha’ve feen any ftrefit/or
’want o f clothing, or any poor ’Without covering ■ V  h
loins have not tleffed me, and i f  he
’with the fleece o f  myjheep ; I f  I  have h ft  up ty _
gainfl the fatherlefs ’when I  fa ’w my help in the gate ,
^thenlet mine a rm  f a l l  from
arm be broken from the bone. I f  I  hu’ve
deft rua ion o f  h im  th a t  h a ted  m e, or l i f t  up my f e f
e v il found him : {^either ha’ve Ifufferedmy t» J!fbtofn , 
htJiJhins a Curfe to his foul.) U e  ftranger did not lodge 
C t h e  ftreet; but I  opened my doors to the travel er. I f  
m  land cry a^ainft me, or that the furrcrvss likevnfe 
thereof cZplain. U f  I  have eaten the fruits there f  
’Without moiey, or have caufed the '^ ' t n e r s ^ f j ^  
their Life-, Let thiftles gro’w inftead o f  vsheat, an^ 
cockle inftead o f barley.

N° 178. Monday, September 24.

Comis in uxorem ~

T  Cannot defer taking notice o f this Letter.

Hor.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,
‘  1 am but too good a Judge of your Paper o f A® *5*  
‘  A  Inftant, wWch is a Maller-piece; ^
‘  lealoufy : But 1 think it unworthy o f you to ipeaK or 
‘  that Torture in the Bread of a Man, n°“ °

•' • " n*rs of it in the Heart of a W om^.t Vrtntion alfo the Pang You
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S p e c  TATOR. n« i73.
You have very judicioufly, and with the greatell Pe­
netration imaginable, conlidered it as Woman is the 
Creature o f whom the Diffidence is raifed : but not a 
Word of a Man, who is fo unmerciful as to move Jea- 
loufy in his Wife, and not care whether fhe is fo or 
not. I t  is pofiible you may not believe there are fuch 
Tyrants in the World ; but alas, I can tell you o f a 
Man who is ever out of tiumour in his Wife’s Com­
pany, and the pleafanteft Man in the World every 
where elfe ; the greatell: Sloven at home when he ap­
pears to none but his Family, and moil exaftly well- 
dreffed in all other Places. Alas, Sir, is it o f Courfc,. 
that to deliver one's felf wholly into a Man’s Power 
without Polfibility o f Appeal to any other Jurifdidtioa 
but his own Reflexions, is fo little an Obligation 
to a Gentleman, that he can be offended and fall into a 
Rage, becaufe my Heart fwells Tears into my Eyes 
when I fee him in a cloudy Mood ? I  pretend to no 
Succour, and hope for no Relief but from him felf; 
and yet he that has Senfe and Juftice in every thing, 
elfe, never refledls, that to come home only to fleep 
off an Intemperance, and fpend all the time he is 
there as i f  it were a Punilhment, cannot but give the 
Anguilh o f a jealous Mind. He always leaves his Home 
as i f  he were going to Court, and returns as i f  he were 
entring a Goal. I  could add to this, that from his 
Company and his ufual Difcourfe, he does not fcruple 
being thought an abandoned Man, as to his Morals. 
Your own Imagination will fay enough to you con­
cerning the Condition o f rne his W ife; and I wilh. 
you would be fo good as to reprefent to him, for he is 
not ill-natured and reads you much, that the Moment 
I hear the Door fhut after him, I throw my felf upon 
my Bed,- and drown the Child he is fo fond o f with 
my Tears, and often frighten it with my Cries; that 
I curfe my Being; that I run to my Glafs all over 
bathed in Sorrows, and help the Utterance o f my In­
ward Anguifh by beholding the Gufli o f my own Cala­
mities as my Tears fell from my Eyes. This looks 
like an imagined Pifture to tell you, but indeed this is 
one of my Paftimes. Hitherto I have only told you the 
general Temper of my Miitd, but how Hull I give you-
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N* 178. S p e c t a t o r . 43
‘  an Account o f the DiftradUon o f it ? Could you but 
‘  conceive how cruel I am one Moment in my Refent- 
‘  ment, and at the enfuing Minute, when I place him
* in the Condition my Anger would bring him to, how 
‘ compaffionate; it would give you fome Notion how 
‘  miferable I  am, and how little I deferve it.  ̂When I  
‘ remonftrate with the greateft Gentlenefs that is poffible 
‘  againft unhandfom Appearances, and that married Per- 
‘ fons are under particular Rules; when he is in the bed 
‘  Humour to receive this, I am anfwered only. That I 
‘  expofe my own Reputation and Senfe i f  I  appear jea-
* lous. I wi(h, good Sir, you would take this into feri-
‘  ous Confideration, and admonilh Husbands and Wives"
* what Terms they ought to keep towards each other.
‘ Your Thoughts on this important Subjeft will have 
‘ the greateft Reward, tliat which defeends on fuch as 
‘  feel the Sorrows of the Afflidled. G ive me leave to 
I fubferibe my felf.

Tour unfortunate
Humble Servant,

C  E L 1 N D A.

I  had it in my Thoughts, before I  received the Letter 
o f this Lady, to confider this dreadful Paffion in the Mind^ 
o f a Woman ; and the Smart fhe feems to feel does not 
abate the Inclination I had to recommend to Husbands a 
more regular Behaviour, than to give the moft exquifite 
o f Torments to thofe who love them, nay, whofe Tor­
ment would be abated if  they did not love them.

I T  is wonderful to obferve how little is made of this 
iriexpreflible Injury, and how eafily Men get into an Ha­
bit of being leaft agreeable where they are moft obliged 
to be fo. But this Subjedt defervos a diftinft Speculation, 
and I lhall obfeiwe for a D ay or two the Behaviour of 
two or three happy Pair I am acquainted with, before I 
pretend to make a Syftem of Conjugal Morality. I de- 
fign in the firft place to go a few Miles out of Town, 
and there I know where to meet one who pradlifes a ll 
tlu Parts o f a fine Gentleman in the Duty of an Husband. 
When he was a Batchelor, much Bufinefs made him par­
ticularly negligent in his H abit; but now there is no,
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