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young Lover living fo exaft in the Care of his Perfon.
One who asked why he was fo long walhing his Mouth,
and fo delicate in the Choice and Wearing of -his Linen,
was anfwered, Becaufe there was a Woman of Merit
obliged to receive me kindly, and | think it incumbent
upon me to make her Inclination go along with her
Duty.

I fa Man would give himfelfleave to think, he would
not be fo unreafonable as to expefl Debauchery and In-
nocence could live in Commerce together; or hope that
Flefh and Blood is cap.able of fo ftnft an Allegiance, as
that a fine Woman muft go on to improve herfelf "till
file is as good and impaflive as an Angel, only to pre-
fervc a Fidelity to a Brute and a Satyr. The Lady who
defires me for her Sake to end one of my Papers with the
following Letter, 1 am perfuaded, thinks fuch a Pcrfts
verance very imprafticable.

Husband,
I ~ T AY moreat home. | know where you vited
at Seven of the Clock on Thurfday Evening. Tiie
Colonel, whom you charged me to fee no more, ia
‘in Town.
T Martha Houfewife,

179. Tuefday, September 25,

Centurirsfeniorum agitant expertiafrugis:
Celjipratereunt aujiera Poemata PJsamnes.

Omne tiilit punBum qui mifcuit utile dulci,

LeQorem deleBando, pariterque monendo. Hor."

M A Y call my Readers under two general Divifions,
Psst Mercurial 2@l Pas Saturnine. The firft are the
gay Part of my Difciples, who require Speculations

ef Wit and Humour; the others are thofe of a more
folemn and fober Turn, who find no Pleafure but in Pa-
pers

oo0os=33Hd% 22



N«i/Q The Spectator. NG

pers of Morality and found Senfe. The former call eve-
ry thing that is Serious, Stupid; the latter look upon
every thingas Impertinent that is Ludicrous Were | al-
ways Grav-e, one half of my Readers would fell oft from,
me: Were | always Merry, | lhould lofe the otherl
make it therefore my Endeavour to find out Entertain-
ments of both Kinds, and by that mans perhaps confult
the Good of both, more than | lhould do, did I always
write to the particular Tafte of either. As th”~ nenher
of them know what | proceed upon, the fprightly Rea-
der, who takes up my Paper in order to be diverted, very
often finds himfelf engaged unawares in a ferious and
profitable Courfe of Thinking; as on the contrary, the
thoughtful Man, who perhaps may hope to find fome-
thing Solid, and full of deep Reflexion, is very often
inienfibly betrayed into a fit of Mirth. In a word, the
Reader fits down to my Entertainment without know-
ing his Bill of Fare, and has therefore at leaft the Plca-
fure of hoping there may be a Difti to his Palate.

I muft conTefs, were | left to my felf, 1 (hou d rather
aim at Inftrufting than Diverting; but if we will be ufe-
ful to the World, we mult take it aswe find it. Authors
of profeffed Severity difeourage the loofer Part of; Man-
kind from having any thing to do with thar Writings.
A Man muft have Virtue in him, before he \yill enter
upon the Reading ofa Seveca or an Efiiletus. The very
Title of a Moral Treatife has fomething in it auftere and
Ihocking to the Carelefs and Inconfiderate. .n

FOfithis Reafon feveral unthinking Perfons fallm
my way, who would give no Attention to Leftures de-
livered with a Religious Serioufnefs or a
Gravity. They are infnared into Sentiments of Wildom
and Virtue when they do not think ofit; ~d if by that
means they arrive only at fuch a Degree of Confideration
as may difpofe them to liften to more ftudied and elabo-
rate Difeourfes, | lhall not think my Speculations ufe-
lefs. 1 might liketvife obferve, that the Gloominels in
which fometimes the Minds of the beft Men arc in-
volved, very often Hands in need of fuch little Incite-
ments to Mirth and Laughter, as are apt to dilperle
Melancholy, and put our Faculties in good Humour.
To which fome will add, that the BriuJh Climate, nmre



than any other, makes Entertainments of this Nature ia
a manner neceffary.

I F what | have here faid does not recommend, it
will at kaft excufe the Variety of my Speculations. |
would not willingly Laugh but in order to mftrua, orif I
fometimes fail in this Point, when my Mirth ccafes to be
Inftru£tive, it (hall never ceafc to be Innocent. A fcru-
pulous Conduft in this Particular, has, perhaps, more
Merit in it than the Generality of Readers imagine; did
they know how many Thoughts occur in a PointofHu-
mour which a difcreet Author in Modefty fuppreffcs;
how many Strokes of Rallery prefent themfelves, which
could not fail to pleafe the ordinary Tafte of Mankind,
but are IUfled in their Birth by reafon of fome remote
Tendency which they carry in them to corrupt the
Minds of thofe who read them; did they know how
many Glances of Ill-nature are induftrioufly avoided for
fear of doing Injury to the Reputation of another, they
would be apt to think kindly of thofe Writers who en-
deavour to make themfelves Diverting without being
Immoral. One may apply to thefe Authors that Paffage
in Waller,

Poets lofe half the Praife theynvould haw got.
Were it hut known what they difcreetly blot.

As nothing ismore eafy than to be a Wit, with all the
above mentioned Liberties, it requires fome Genius and
Invention to appear fuch without them.

W H A T | have here faid is not only in regard to the
Publick,but with an Eye to my particular Correfpondent
who has fent me the following Letter, which | have
caftrated in fome Places upon thefe Conliderations.

SIR,
t u AVIN G lately feen your Difeourfe uponaMatch
‘ H . ofGrinning, 1 cannot forbear giving you an Ac-
count of a Whiftling Match, which, with many others,
* 1 was entertained with about three Years fince at the
Bath. The Prize was a Guinea, to be conferred upon
‘ the ableil Whiftler, that is®on him who could wh.ille
clcarelt, and go through hisTune without Laughing,
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to which at the fame time he was provoked by the
antick Poftures of a Merrj Andrc'w, who was to (land
»pon the Stage and play his Tricks in the Eye of the
Performer. There were three Competitors for the
Ring. The firft was a Plough-man of a very promifing
Afpeft; his Features were Ready, and his Mufcles com-
pofed in fo inflexible a Stupidity, that upon his firft
Appearance every one gave the Guinea for loft. The
Pickled Herring however found the Way to (hake him,
for upon his Whiftling a Country Jig, this unlucky
Wag danced to it with fuch Variety of Diftortions and
Grimaces that the Country-man could not forbear
fmiling upon him, and by tliat means fpoiled his Whir
file and loft the Prize.

‘* THE nextthat mounted the Stage was an Undcr-
Citizen of the Bath, a Perfon remarkable among the
inferior People of that Place for his great Wifdom and
his Broad Band. He contradled his Mouth with much
‘ Gravity, and, that he might difpofe his Mind to be
more ferious than ordinary, begun the the Tunc of the
Children in the Wood, and went through part of it with
good Succefs : when on a hidden the Wit at his Elbow,
who had appeared wonderfully grave and attentive for
fome time, gave him a Touch upon the-left Shoulder,
and ftared him in the Face with fo bewitching a Grin,
that the Whiftler relaxed his Fibres into a Kind of Sim-
per, and at length burft out into aSi open Laugh. The
third who entered the Lifts was a Footman, who in
Defiance of the Merry Andrevt, and all his Arts, whift-
led a Scotch Tune and an Italian Sonata, with fo fettled
a Countenance, that he bore away the Prize, to the great
Admiration of fome Hundreds of Perfons, who, as well
as my felf, were prefent at this Trial of Skill. Now,
Sir, 1 humbly conceive, whatever you have determined
of the Grinners, the Whiftlers ought to be encouraged,
not only as their Art is pradlifed without Diftortion, but
as it improves Country Mufick, promotes Gravity, and
teaches ordinary People to keep their Countenances, if
they fee any thing ridiculous in their Betters; bcfidcs
that, it fsems an Entertainment very p.articularly adap-
ted to the Bath, as it is ufual for a Rider towhillle to his
~ Horfe when he would make his Waters pafs.

lam, Sir, (ic.
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