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P O S T S C R I P T .

c a f t e r  having difpatched thefe two important 
Points of Grinning and Whiftling, I hope you will ob- 
liae the World with fome Reflexions upon Yawning, 
as I  have feen it praftifed on a Twelfth-Night among 
other Chripnas Gambols at the Houfe of a very wor­
thy Gentleman, who always entertains his T e n e ts  at 
that Tim e of the Year. T hey Yawn for a Chejhtre 
Cheefe, and begin about Midnight, when the whole 
Company is dilpofed to be droufy. He that Yawns 
wideft, and at the fame Time fo naturally as to pro­
duce the moft Yawns among his Speftators, carries 
home the Cheefe. I f  you handle this Subjeft as you 
ought, I  queftion not but your Paper will fet half the 
Kingdom a Yawning, tho’ I  dare promife you it wiU 
never m ^ e any Body fall afleep. E
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N® 180. Wednefday, September 26.

»—  D e lir a n t  R eges, fU Q u ritu r  A c h i v i .  Hor,'

T H  E  following Letter has fo much W eight and good 
Senfe, that 1 cannot forbear inferring it, tho’ it re­
lates to an hardened Sinner, whom 1 have very lit­

tle Hopes o f reforming, ’v i x .  L e w is  X IV . o i  F ra n ce.

M r .  S p e c t a t o r ,
* A M I  D S T  the Variety o f Subjefls o f which you 
< have treated, I  could wilh it had fallen in your 
‘  way, to expofe the Vanity of Conquefts. This Thought 
‘  would naturally lead one to the F re n ch  King, who has 
* been generally efteemed the greateft Conqueror of 
'  our Age, ’ till her Majefty’s Armies had torn from him 
‘  fo many of his Countries, and deprived him o f the 
« Fruit o f all his former Viftories. For my own part, 
‘  i f l  w«re to draw his Pifture, I  fhouldbe for taking

‘ him
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him no lower than to the Peace o f R efn v ick , juft at tlic 
End of his Triumphs, and before his Reverfe o f For­
tune ; and even then I Ihould not forbear thinking hi* 
Ambition had been vain and unprofitable to himfelfand 
his People.
‘ A S  for himfelf, it is certain he can have gained no­
thing by his Conquefts, i f  they have not rendered him 
Mailer of more Subjefts, more Riches, or greater Pow­
er. What I (hall be able to offer upon thefe Heads, I  
refolve to fubmit to your Confideration.
‘ T O  begin then with his Increafe o f Subjefts. From 
the time he came of Age, and has been a Manager foe 
himfelf, all the People he had acquired were fuch only 
as he had reduced by his Wars, and were left in his 
Poffeffion by tlie Peace; he had conquered not a- 
bove one third Part of F la n d ers, and confequently no 
more than one third Part of tlie Inhabitants o f that 
Province.
‘ A B O U T  ! 00 Years ago the Houfes in that Country 
were all Numbered, and by a Juft Computation the In­
habitants o f all Sorts could not then exceed y jo ooo 
Souls. And if  any Man will confider the Defolation by 
almoft perpetual Wars, the numerous Armies tliat have 
lived almoft ever fince at Diferetion upon the People, 
and how much of their Commerce has removed for 
more Security to other Places, he will have little Reafoti 
to imagine that their Numbers have fmee increafed j 
and therefore with one third Part o f that Province that 
Prince can have gained no more than one third Part o f 
the Inhabitants, or 250000 new Subjefts, even tho’ it 
fhould be fuppofed tliey were all contented to live ftill 
in their native Country, and transfer their Allegiance ta 
a new Mafter.
‘ T H E  Fertility o f this Province, its convenient Situa­
tion for Trade and Commerce, its Capacity for furnifh- 
ing Employment and Subfiftence to great Numbers, 
and the vail Armies that have been maintained here, 
make it credible that the remaining two Thirds o f 
F lan ders  are equal to all his other Conquefts; and con­
fequently by all he cannot have gained more thaa 
750000 new Subjefts, Men, Women and Children, 
elpecially if  a Dedudlion fhall be made 0/ fuch as have 
V oL. I I I .  C  ‘ retired
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retired from the Conqueror to live under their old Ma- 
llcrs.
‘  I T  is Tim e now to fet his Lofs againft his Profit, 
and to Ihew for the new SubjeSs he had Acquired, 
how many old ones he had loit in the Acquifition : I  
think that in liis Wars he has feldom brought lefs into 
the Field in all Places than zooooo fighting Men, be- 
fides what have been left in Garrifons ; and I think the 
common Computation is, that o f an Arm y, at the 
End of a Campaign, without Sieges or Battle, fcmce 
four Fifths can be muftercd of thofe that came into
the Field at the Beginning of the Year. His Wars 
at feveral Times till the lalt Peace have held about 20

‘  Years; and i f  40000 yearly loft, or a fifth Part o f his 
‘  Armies, are to be multiplied by zo, he cannot have 
'  loft lefs than 800000 of his old Subjefts, and all able-bo- 
‘  dy’d M en ; a greater Number than the new Subjefts he 
‘  had acquired.

‘ B U T  this Lofs is not a ll : Providence fecms to have 
‘  equally divided the whole Mafs o f Mankind into diffe- 
‘  rent Sexes, that every Woman may have her Huf- 
‘  band, and that both may equally contribute to the 
‘  Continuance of the Species. It follows then, that for 
‘ all the Men tliat have been loft, as many Women 
‘  mull have lived fingle, and it were but Charity to 
‘  believe they have not done all the Service they were 
‘  capable o f doing in their Generation. In fo long a 
‘  Courfe o f Years great part o f them mull have died,
‘  and all the reft mull go off at lall without leaving any 
‘  Reprefentatives behind. By this Account he mull 
‘  have loft not only 800000 Subjedls, but double that 
‘  Number, and all tire Increafe that was reafonably to 
‘  be expefted from it.

‘ I T  is faid in the laft W ar there was a Famine in his 
‘  Kingdom, which fweptaway tw o Millions of his Peo- 
‘  pie. This is hardly credible : I f  the Lofs was only o f 
‘  one fifth Part o f that Sum, it was very great. But ’ tis 
‘  no wcndcr there Ihould be Famine, where fo much 
‘  o f the People’ s Subftance is taken away for the King’s 
‘  U fe, that they have not fufficient left to provide againft 
‘  Accidents; where fo many o f the Men arc taken from 
‘  tlie Plough to fervc the King in his Wars, and a great

‘ part
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' part o f the Tillage is left to the weaker Hands of fo ma- 
' ny Women and Children. Whatever was the Lofs, it 

muft undoubtedly be placed to the Account o f his Am ­
bition.
‘  A  N  D  fo muft alfo the Deftruftion or Banilhment o f

■ 3 or 400000 o f his reformed Subjedts j he could have 
no other Reafons for valuing thofe Lives fo very cheap»

' but only to recommend himfelf to the Bigotry o f the 
' SpaniJh'iiz.tAon.

‘ H O W  Ihould there be Induftry in a Country where 
' all Property is precarious ? What Subjeft will fow his
■ Land that his Prince may reap the whole Han'eft ? 

Parfimony and Frugality muft be Strangers to fucli
' a People; for will any Man fave to-day what he has 
‘ Reafon to fear will be taken from him to-morrow ?
' And where is the Encouragement for marrying ? W ill 
' any Man think of raifing Children, without any AfTu- 
‘ ranee o f Clothing for their Backs, or fo much as Food 
' for their Bellies? And thus by his fital Ambition he 
‘ muft have leffened the N umber of his Subjefts not only
• by Slaughter and Deftrudlion, but by preventino- their 
; very Births, he has done as much as was poffifie to- 
' wards deftroying Pofterity itfelf.

‘ I S  this then the great, the invincible Le-wis ?  This 
‘ the immortal Man, the tout-puiffant, or the Alm ighty,
‘ as his Flatterers have called him ? Is this the Man that 
‘ is fo celebrated for his Conquefts ? For every Subjedt 
‘ he has acquired, has lie not loft three tliat were his In- 
‘ heritance ? Are not his Troops fewer, and thofe nei­

ther fo well fed, or clothed, or paid, as they were for-’ 
merly, tho he has now fo much greater Caufe to exert 

' himfelf? And what can be the Reafon o f all this, but 
' that his Revenue is a great deal lefs, his Subjedts are 
‘ either poorer, or not fo many to be plundered bv con.
' ftant Taxes for his Ufe ? ^

‘ I T  is well for him he had found out a W ay to fteal
■ a Kingdom j i f  he liad gone on conquering as he did
• before, his Ruin had been long fmee flnilhed. This 
' brings to my Mind a Saying of King Pyrrhus, after he 
‘ hada fecond time beat the Romans m a pitched Battle,
‘ and was complimented by his Generals ; Tes, fays he’
‘ /uch another ViHory and I  am quite undone. Andfmce
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