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I have mentioned Pyrrhus, I w ill end with a v e j
eood, though known Story of this ambitious mad Man. 
^ h e n  he had Ihewn the uunoft Fondnefs for his Ex­
pedition againlt the Romuus Cyneushis 
Lked him what he propofed to h>mfelf by this War 

■ W hy, hys Pyrrhus, toconquertheiJow^nr, and reduce 
' all Italy m my Obedience. What then ? fays 
‘ T o  paft over intoS/ci^’. fays Pyrrhus, and then all the 
‘ SlcF lluN s muft be our SubjeOs. And what does your 
‘ Maiefty intend next? W hy truly, fays the Krng, to 
‘ conquer Carthage, and make my felf Mailer o f all 
‘  frUa. And what. Sir, fays the Mmifter is to be the 
‘  End of all your Expeditions ? W hy then, fays the & n g , 
‘  for the o f our Lives we’ ll fit down to g o ^  Wine.
‘  How, Sir, replied Cyneas, to better than we have now 
‘  before us ? Have we not already as much as we can

’ I O  T  and Excefs are not the becoming CharaiElers• of Princes; but if F jr r to  and Lr.ru/rhaddebauchedlikc
‘  Vitellius, they had been lefs hurtful to their People.

Your humble Servant,
„  p H 1 L A R 1 T H M U S,'

i8i. T ’hur/day, September 27.

His lacrymis vitam damus, miferefdmus ultr'o. V irg.

I A  M  more pleafed with a Letter that is filled w 'th 
Touches o f Nature than of W it. The following one 

is of this Kind.

S I ^
‘  A M O N  G a l l  the Diftrefles which happen in Fami-
‘ L i  lies, I do not remember that you have wuched 
‘  upon the Marriage of Children without the Confent 
‘  of their Parents. I am one o f thefe unfortunate Per- 
‘ fons. I was about fifteen when I took the Liberty to 
‘  choofe for my felfi and have ever fince
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■ i:

under the Difpleafure o f an inexorable Father, who, 
though he fees me happy in the belt o f Husbands, and 
bleffcd with very fine Children, can never be prevailed 
upon to forgive me. He was io kind to me before 
tliis unhappy Accident, that indeed it makes my Breach 
of Duty, in fome meafure, inexcufable; and at the 
fame Time creates in me fuch a Tendernefs towards 
him, that I love him above all things, and would die 
to be reconciled to him. I have thrown my felf at his 
Feet, and befought him with Tears to pardon m e; but 
he always pufhes me away, and fpurns me frona him ;
I have written feveral Letters to him, but he will nei­
ther open nor receive them. About two Years ago I  
fent my little Boy to him, drelTed in a new Apparel ; 
but the Child returned to me crying, becaufe he faid 
Lis Grand-father would not fee him, and had ordered 
him to be put out of his Houfe. M y Mother is won 
over to my Side, but dares not mention me to my Fa­
ther for fear of provoking him. About a Month ago 
he lay fick upon his Bed, and in great Danger o f his 
Life, I was pierced to the Heart at the News, and could 
not forbear going to inquire after his Health. M y M o­
ther took this Opportunity o f fpeaking in my Behalf: 
fhe told him with abundance o f Tears, that I was come 
to fee him, that I could not fpeak to her for weeping, 
and that I Ihould certainly bre.ak my Heart i f  he refus’d 
at that Tim e to give me his Bleffing, and be reconciled 
to me. He was fo far from relenting towards me, that 
he bid her fpeak no more of me, unlefs fhe had a mind 
to dillurb him in his laft Moments ; for. Sir, you mull 
know that he has the Reputation o f an honell and reli­
gious Man, which makes my Misfortune fo much the 
greater. God be thanked he is fince recovered: But his 
fevere Ufage has given me fuch a Blow, that I (hall 
foon fink under it, unlefs I may be relieved by any Im- 
prefTions which the reading of this in your Paper may 
make upon him.

1  am, See.

O  F all Hardneffes o f Heart there is none fo inexcu- 
fable as that of Parents towards their Children. An ob- 
Rinate, inflexible, unforgiving Temper is odious upon 

C  3 a'd
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all Occafions; but here it is unnatural. T he Love, Ten- 
iemefs, and Compaffion, which are apt to arife in us 
towards thofe who depend upon us, is that by which 
the whole World of Life is upheld. T he Supreme Be­
ane by the tranfccndent Excellency and Goodnefs o f his 
l^ature, extends his Mercy towards all his W orks; and 
becaufe his Creatures have not fuch a fpontaneous Bene­
volence and Compaffion towards thofe who are under 
their Care and Proteftion, he has implanted in them an 
Inilindl, that fupplies the Place o f this inherent Good- 
nefs. I have illuftrated this kind of In llina in former Pa­
pers and have fliewn how it runs thro’  all the Sp̂ ecies o f 
Mute Creatures, as indeed the whole Animal Creation
lubfifts by it. , j  •

T H I S  Inllina in Man is more general and uncircum- 
Tcribed than in Brutes, as being enlarged by the D iaates 
o f  Reafoii and Duty. For if  we confider our felves at­
tentively, we lhall find that we are not only inclined 
to love thofe who defeend from us, but that we Mar a 
kind of cofyii, or natural Affeaion, to every Thing 
which relies upon us for its Good and Prefervation. D e­
pendence is a perpetual Call upon Humanity, and a g r a ­
ter Incitement to Tendernefs and Pity than any other
Motive whatfoever. . , j- - o r

T H E  Man therefore who, notwithllanding any 1 af- 
fion or Rcfentment, can overcome this powerful In- 
ftinft and extinguilli natural Affedlion, debafes his Mind 
even below Brutality, fruftrates, as much as in him lies, 
the great Defign of Providence, and ftrikes out ot his 
Nature one of the moll Divine Principles that is planted
in It.

a m o n g  innumerable Arguments which might be 
brought againft fuch an unreafonable Proceeding, I  (hall 
only infill on one. W e make it the Condition of our 
Forgivenefs that we forgive others. In our veiy Prayers 
wedefire no more than to be treated by this kind of Re­
taliation. The Cafe therefore before us feems to be 
what they call a- C a fe  in  P o in t  ; the Relation between 
the Child and Fatlier being what comes nearelt to th.at 
between a Creature and its Creator. I f  the Father is 
inexorable to the Child who has offended, let the Of  ̂
fence be o f never fo high a Nature, how will he ad-
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*' diefs himfelf to the fupreme Being, under the tender 

Appellation o f a Father, and defire o f hin*fueh a For- 
givenefs as he himfelf refufes to grant ?

T  O  this I might add many other religious, as well as 
many prudential Confiderations; but if  the laft mentio­
ned Motive docs not prevail, I  defpair of fncceeding 
by any other, and (hall therefore conclude my Paper 
with a very remarkable Story, which is recorded in an 
old Chronicle publilhed by Fre/jer among the Writers o f 
the G erm a n  Hiftoiy.

E G I N H J R T ,  who was Secretary to Ckarks the 
Great, became exceeding popular by his Behaviour'in 
that Poll. His great Abilities gain’d him the Favour o f 
his Mailer, and the Elleem of the whole Court. Imma, 
the Daughter o f the Emperor was fo plcafed with his 
Perlon and Converfation, that fhe fell in Love with 
him. As Ihe was one o f the greatcll Beauties o f the Age, 
E^inhart anfwer’d her with a more-than equal Return 
of Palfion. They ftifled their Flames for fome Time, un­
der Apprehenfion of the fatal Confequences that might 
enfue. Eginhart at length refolving to hazard all, ra­
ther than be deprived o f one whom his Heart was fo 
much fet upon, conveyed himfelf one N ight into the 
Princefs’ s Apartment, and knocking gently at the Door, 
was admitted as a Perfon who had fomething to commu­
nicate to her from the Emperor. He was with her in 
private mod part o f the N ig h t; but upon his preparing 
to go away about Break of D ay, he obferved that there 
had fellen a great Snow during his Stay with the Prin- 
cefs. This very much perplexed him, left the Prints o f  
his Feet in the Snow might make Difeoveries to the 
King, who often ufed to vifit his Daughter in the Morn­
ing. He acquainted the Princefs hnma with his Fears i. 
W'ho, after fome Confultations upon the Matter, pre­
vailed upon him to let her carry him through the Snow- 
upon her own Shoulders. It happened, that the Empe­
ror not being able to deep, was at that Tim e up and- 
walking in his Chamber, when upon looking through 
the Window he perceived his Daughter tottering under 
her Burden, and carrying his firll Miniller acrofs the 
Snow; which (he had no fooner done, but Ihe returned 
again with the utmoll Speed to her own Apartment.

6 4 .  T h e
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