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ables were the firft Pieces of Wit that made
F their Appearance in the World, and have been ftil

highly vSued not only in Times of the greateft
Simplicity but among the moft polite Ages of Mankind.
Jothamh Fable of the Trees is the oldeft that is extant,
and as beautiful as any which have been made fince that
Time. Nathan's Fable of the poor and X~ 1~rmb
is likewife more ancient than any
the above-mentioned, and had fo good an Effe«, « to
convey Inftruftion to the Ear of a King without offFend-
englt/and to bring the Man af«r God”™s own Heart to a
right Senfe ofhis Guilt and his Duty. We find m
the moft diftant Ages of Greece; and if look t"to the
very Beginnings ofthe Commonw”th of Rome, we fee
a Mutiny among the Common People appeafed by a Fable
ofthe Belly and the Limbs, indeed very proper
to ealn the Attention of an incenfed Rabble, at a Time
when perhaps they would have torn to Pieces any Man
who had preached the fame Doarine to them in an open
and direa Maimer. As Fables took their Birih m the
very Infancy of Learning, they never flouriftied more
thm when Learning was at its greateft Height. To jufe
tify this Alfertion, | ftiaU put my Reader in mind of
Horace, the greateft Wit and Critick m the Auguftan
Ace j and oi Boileau, the moft correa Poet among the
Moderns ; Not to mention la Fcmtatne, who by this
Way of Writing is come more into Vogue than any other
Author of our Times. _ -rj

t h e Fables | have here mentioned are raifcd alto-

gether upon Brutes and Vegetables, with feme ofour
own Species mixt among them, when the Moral hath
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POrequired. But befides this Kind of Fable, there is another
in which the Aflors are PaflGons, Virtues, Vices, and
other imaginary Perfons ofthe like Nature. Some of the
ancient Criticks will have it, that the lliad and OdylTey of
Homer are Fables of this Nature ; and that the feveral
Names of Gods and Heroes are nothing elfe but the Af-
fcftions oftheMindinavifible Shape and Charafter. Thus
they tell us, that Achilles, in the firft lliad, reprefents An-
ger, or the Irafcible Part of Human Nature. That upon
drawing his Sword againft his Superior in a full Affembly,
Pallas is only another Name for Reafon, which checks 1
and advifes him upon that Occafion; and at her firft Ap-
pearance touches him upon the Head, that Part of the Man
wing looked upon as the Seat of Reafon. And thus of the
reft of the Poem. Asforthe Odyffey,! think it is plain that
Horace confidered it as one of thefe Allegorical Fables, by
the Moral which he has given us offeveral Parts of rt.
The greateft 1talian Wits have applied themfelves to the
Writing of this latter kind of Fables ; As Spencer's Fairy-
~een is one continued Series of them from the Begin-
ning to the End of that admirable Work. 1f we look in-
to the fineft Profe-Authors of Antiquity, fuch as Cicero,
Plato, Xenophon, and many others, we lhall find that this
was likewife tfieir Favourite Kind of Fable. 1 Ihall only
fiirther obferve upon it, that the firft of this Sort that
made any confiderable Figure in the World, was that of
Hercules meeting with Pleafure and Virtue ; which was
invented by Prodicus, who lived before Socrates, and in
the firft Dawnings of Philofophy. He ufcd to travel
through Greece by virtue of this Fable, which procured
him a kind Reception in all the Market-towns, where he
never failed telling it as foon as he had gathered an Au-
dience about him.

A FTER this Ihort Preface, which | have made up
of fuch Materials asmy Memory does at prefent fuggeft
to me, before 1 prefent my Reader with a Fable of this
Kind, which I deiign as the Entertainment of the pre-
fent Paper, | muft in a few Words open the Occafion
of jt.

AN the Account which P/a/sgives us of the Converfa-
tion and Behaviour of Socrates, the Morning he was to
die, he tell* the following Circuroftance.

WHEN
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W H E N Socrates liis Fetters were knocked off (as was
ufual to be done on the Day that the condemned Perfon
was to be executed) being feated in the midft of his
Difciples, and laying one otjiis Legs over the other, in a
very unconcerned Pollure, he began to rub it where it
had been galled by the Iron j and whether it was to lhew
the Indifference with which he entertained the Thoughts
of his approaching Death, or (after his ufual manner) to
take every Occafion of Philofophizing upon fome ufeful
Subjeft, he obferved the Tleafure of that Senfation which
now arofe in thofe very Parts of his Leg, that juft be-
fore had been fo much pained by the Fetter. Upon this
he reflefted on the Nature of Pleafure and Pain in gene-
ral, and how conftantly they fucceed one another. .To
this he added. That ifa Man ofa good Genius for a Fa-
ble were to rcprefent the Nature of Pleafure and Pain in
that W'ay of Writing, he would probably join tliem toge-
ther after fuch a manner, that it would be impoffible for
the one to come into any Place without being followed by
the other.

I T is poffible, that if Plato had thought it proper at
fuch a Time to defcribe socrates lanching outinto a Dil-
cpurfe which was not of a Piece with the Bufmefs of thc
Day, he would have enlarged upon this Hint, and have
drawn it cut into fome beautiful Allegory or Fable. But
fmce he has not done it, | lhall attempt to write one
my felfin the Spirit of that Divine Author.

THERE ‘'weretvjo Families 'whichfrom the Begin-
mng ofthe World 'were as oppoftte to each other as Light
and Darknefs. The one ofthem li'ved in Hea'ven, and the
ether in Hell. Theyouvgejl Defendant of thefirfi Family
ewas Pleafure, 'who 'was the Daughter of Happinefs, 'who
ewas the Child of Virtue, ewho ‘was the Offspring of the
Gods. Thefe, as Ifaid before, had their Habitation in
Hea'ven. Theyoungefi ofthe oppoftte Family 'was Pain,
*who 'was the Son of Mifry, 10110'was the Child of Vice,
*who rwas the Offspring of the Furies,. The Habitation of
this Race ofBeings swas in Hell.

THE middle Station Nature betmieen thefe t'wo oprpo-
ftte Extremes swas the Earth, ewhich swas inhahited by
Creatures ofa middle Kind, neitherfo Virtuousas the one,

nor
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norJo Vtciousas the other,hutfartakingofthegoodandbad
polities ofthefe toxiooppofite Families. J\xpiKffcconfidering
“"Natthis Species commonlycalled Man, was too evirtuous to
bemiferable,and too evicious to he happy; thathemight snake
aDijlinSion between the Good.and the Bad, ordered the
twoyoungelJioftheabow-mentionedFatsiilies,Pleafurewho
was the Daughter of Happinefs, and Pain who was the
Son ofMifery,to meet one another uponthis Partof Nature
which lay in ihehalfW ay b'etween them, ha-jing promifed
tofettle it uponthem both,pro<videdthey could agree upon the
Divifton ofit, fo as toJhare Mankind between thesn.
PLEASURE andPainwere nofooner met in their new
Habitation, hutthey immediately agreed upon thisPoint,
thatPleafureJhouldtakePoffeJfonofthe Virtuous, andPaits
ofthe Vicious Part ofthat Specieswhich wasgi-ven up to
them. Butupon exatstining towhichofthem any Indiwdual
they metw ith belosiged, theyfound each ofthesn hada right
tohim-,for that, cosstrary towhat they hadfeen, in their
old Places ofReftdtnce, there was no Perfonfo P'icious who
had Slotfome Good in hisn, nor any Perfonfo Virtuous who
had Slot in hisn fosste Basil. The Truth ofit is,theygesierally
found upon Search, that in the moft asicious Man Pleafure
might lay a Claim to an hundredth Part, and that in the
mof asirtuous Man Pain might come infor at leaf two
Thirds. This theyfaw would occafion endlcfs Difputes he-
tween them, usilefs they co-uld come tofome Accomsnodation.
To this End there was a Marriage propofed hetweesi them,
and at length concluded: By this means it is thatw efnd
Pleafure and Pain are fuels conflant Yoke-fellows,

and
that they either ssiake their Vifits together, or are steyer
farafunder. 1fPain cosnes into an Heart, he is quickly

followed by Pleafure5 andif Pleafure enters,you snay be
fure Pain is stotfar of.

BUT siotwithflasidingthisMarriagewas w ry connseni-
tntfor the two Parties, it didsiotfeesn to astjwcr the In-
tention o f Jupiter in fending thesn among Mankind. Tore-
medy therefore this Inconnstnicnce, it was fiipulated be-
tween thesn by Article, and confirsned by the Confentof
each Family” that notwithftandisig they here poffejfed the
Speciesindiferently; uponthe Death ofew ryfitsigle Perfon,
ifhewasfound to ha've ist hisn a certain Proportion of E-
nsil, heJhould be difpatched into the infernal Regions hy a
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