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N “ 183. Saturday, September 29.

^ro\XaM 7«i' tTt/Vo/tf-/f S//oirt,

" I c f ' ’ sut’ W i K u f ^ ,  aMi’&U Her.

F a b l e s  were the firft Pieces of W it that made 
their Appearance in the World, and have been ftil 
highly vSued not only in Times o f the greateft 

Simplicity but among the moft polite Ages of Mankind. 
J o th a m h  Fable of the Trees is the oldeft that is extant, 
and as beautiful as any which have been made fince that 
Tim e. N a th a n 's  Fable o f the poor and 1“  ̂ l^m b 
is likewife more ancient than any
the above-mentioned, and had fo good an Effe«, «  to 
convey Inftruftion to the Ear of a King without ofFend- 
•nglt/and to bring the Man af«r God^s own Heart to a 
right Senfe of his Guilt and his Duty. W e find m
the moft diftant Ages o f G r e e c e ; and if look t"to the 
very Beginnings of the Com m onw^th of R om e, we fee 
a Mutiny among the Common People appeafed by a Fable 
o f  the Belly and the Limbs, indeed very proper
to ealn the Attention of an incenfed Rabble, at a Tim e 
when perhaps they would have torn to Pieces any Man 
who had preached the fame Doarine to them in an open 
and direa Maimer. As Fables took their Birih m the 
very Infancy o f Learning, they never flouriftied more 
thm  when Learning was at its greateft Height. T o  jufe 
tify this Alfertion, I ftiaU put my Reader in mind of 
H o ra ce, the greateft W it and Critick m the Auguftan 
A ce  j and o i  B o ile a u , the moft correa Poet among the 
Moderns ; Not to mention la Fcm tatne, who by this 
W ay of Writing is come more into Vogue than any other
Author o f our Times. _ -r j

t h e  Fables I have here mentioned are raifcd alto­
gether upon Brutes and Vegetables, with feme o f our 
own Species mixt among them, when the Moral hath
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1*0 required. But befides this Kind o f Fable, there is another 
in which the Aflors are PaflGons, Virtues, Vices, and 
other imaginary Perfons of the like Nature. Some of the 
ancient Criticks will have it, that the Iliad and OdylTey o f 
H om er are Fables o f this Nature ; and that the feveral 
Names of Gods and Heroes are nothing elfe but the Af- 
fcftions of theMindinavifible Shape and Charafter. Thus 
they tell us, that A c h ille s ,  in the firft Iliad, reprefents An­
ger, or the Irafcible Part of Human Nature. That upon 
drawing his Sword againft his Superior in a full Affembly, 
P a lla s  is only another Name for Reafon, which checks ■ 
and advifes him upon that Occafion; and at her firft Ap­
pearance touches him upon the Head, that Part of the Man 
w ing looked upon as the Seat o f Reafon. And thus of the 
reft of the Poem. Asforthe Odyffey,! think it is plain that 
H orace  confidered it as one o f thefe Allegorical Fables, by 
the Moral which he has given us of feveral Parts of rt. 
T he greateft I ta lia n  W its have applied themfelves to the 
W riting o f this latter kind of Fables ; As S pencer's F a iry -  
^ e e n  is one continued Series of them from the Begin­
ning to the End of that admirable W ork. I f  we look in­
to the fineft Profe-Authors o f Antiquity, fuch as C ic e r o ,  
P la to , X enophon, and many others, we lhall find that this 
was likewife tfieir Favourite Kind of Fable. I lhall only 
fiirther obferve upon it, that the firft o f this Sort that 
made any confiderable Figure in the World, was that o f  
H ercu les  meeting with Pleafure and Virtue ; which was 
invented by P ro d icu s, who lived before S o cra tes, and in 
the firft Dawnings of Philofophy. He ufcd to travel 
through G reece  by virtue of this Fable, which procured 
him a kind Reception in all the Market-towns, where he 
never failed telling it as foon as he had gathered an Au­
dience about him.

A F T E R  this Ihort Preface, which I have made up 
of fuch Materials as my M emory does at prefen t fuggeft 
to me, before 1 prefent my Reader with a Fable of this 
Kind, which I deiign as the Entertainment o f the pre­
fent Paper, I muft in a few Words open the Occafion 
o f it.

1N  the Account which P/a/s gives us of the Converfa- 
tion and Behaviour of S ocra tes, the Morning he was to 
die, he tell* the following Circuroftance.

W H E N
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W H E N  S ocra tes  liis Fetters were knocked off (as was 
ufual to be done on the Day that the condemned Perfon 
was to be executed) being feated in the midft o f his 
Difciples, and laying one otjiis Legs over the other, in a 
very unconcerned Pollure, he began to rub it where it 
had been galled by the Iron j and whether it was to Ihew 
the Indifference with which he entertained the Thoughts 
o f his approaching Death, or (after his ufual manner) to 
take every Occafion of Philofophizing upon fome ufeful 
Subjeft, he obferved the Tleafure o f that Senfation which 
now arofe in thofe very Parts of his Leg, that juft be­
fore had been fo much pained by the Fetter. Upon this 
he reflefted on the Nature o f Pleafure and Pain in gene­
ral, and how conftantly they fucceed one another. . T o  
this he added. That i f  a Man of a good Genius for a Fa­
ble were to rcprefent the Nature o f Pleafure and Pain in 
that W'ay of Writing, he would probably join tliem toge­
ther after fuch a manner, that it would be impoffible for 
the one to come into any Place without being followed by 
the other.

I T  is poffible, that if  P la to  had thought it proper at 
fuch a Time to defcribe S ocrates lanching out into a Dil- 
cpurfe which was not o f a Piece with the Bufmefs o f th c 
D ay, he would have enlarged upon this Hint, and have 
drawn it cut into fome beautiful Allegory or Fable. But 
fmce he has not done it, I lhall attempt to write one 
my felf in the Spirit of that Divine Author.

T H E R E  ’w ere tv jo  F a m ilie s  ’w h ic h  fr o m  th e  B e g in -  
m n g  o f  th e W o r ld  ’w ere as oppoftte to each  other a s  L ig h t  
a n d  D a r k n efs . T he one o f  them  l i ’ved  in  H ea ’ven , a n d  the  
e th er  in  H e ll .  T he y o u vg ejl D e f e n d a n t  o f  th e f i r f i  F am ily  
•was P le a fu r e , ’who ’w as th e  D a u g h te r  o f  H ap p inefs, ’who 
•was th e  C h i ld  o f  V ir tu e , •who ‘w as th e  O ffsp rin g  o f  th e  
G ods. T h efe , a s I f a i d  b efo re, h a d  t h e ir  H a b ita t io n  in  
H ea ’ven. T heyoungefi o f  th e  oppoftte F am ily  ’w as P a in ,  
•who ’w as th e  Son o f  M i  f r y ,  10110’w as th e  C h i l d  o f  V ic e ,  
•who rwas th e  O ffsp rin g  o f  th e F u ries ,. T h e H a b ita t io n  o f  
t h is  R a c e  o f  B e in g s  swas in  H e ll .

T H E  m id d le  S ta tio n  N a tu r e  betm ieen th e fe  t ’wo oprpo- 
f t t e  E x tr e m e s  •was th e  E a r t h , •w hich •was in h a h ite d  by 
C re a tu re s  o f  a  m idd le K in d ,  n e ith e r  f o  V irtu ou s as th e  one,

nor
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norJo V tcio u sa s th e  o th er , hut f a r t a k i n g o f  th e  good  a n d  b a d  
p o l i t i e s  o f  thefe  toxio oppofite F a m ilies . ]\xpiKffc confidering  
"^ a t  th is  Species commonly c a lle d  M a n , w a s  too •virtuous to 
be m ife r a b le ,a n d  too •vicious to he happy; t h a t  h e m ig h t snake 
a D i j l i n S i o n  b etw een  th e  G ood .and th e  B a d , ord ered  th e  
tw o y o u n g e J io fth e a b o w -m e n tio n e d F a ts iilie s ,P le a fu r e w h o  
w a s  th e  D a u g h ter  o f  H ap p inefs, a n d  P a in  w h o  w a s  th e  
Son o f  M ife r y ,to  m eet one a n o th er  upon t h is  P a r t  o f  N a tu re  
w h ic h  lay in  ih e  h a lfW a y  b'etw een th em , h a -jin g  p r o m ife d  
to f e t t l e  i t  upon them  both,pro<vided they could  agree upon th e  
D iv ifto n  o f  i t ,  f o  a s to Jh a re M a n k in d  b etw een  thesn.

P L E A S U R E  a n d P a in w e r e  no fo o n er  m et in  th e ir  n e w  
H a b ita tio n , hut they im m ediately  a g r eed  upon th is  P o in t ,  
th a tP le a fu r e J h o u ld ta k e P o ffe J fo n o fth e  V irtu ou s, a n d P a its  
o f  th e  V iciou s P a r t  o f  th a t  S pecies w h ic h  w a s  g i-ven  up to 
them . B utup on  exatstining to w h ic h o fth e m  any I n d iw d u a l  
they m et w i t h  belosiged, they fo u n d  ea ch  o f  thesn h a d  a  r ig h t  
to him-, f o r  th a t ,  cosstrary to w h a t  they h a d fe e n ,  in  t h e ir  
o ld  P la c e s  o fR e ftd tn c e , th er e  w a s  no P e r fo n fo  P'icious w h o  

£  h a d  Slot fo m e Good in  hisn, nor any P erfo n  f o  V irtu ous w h o  
*  h a d  Slot in  hisn fosste B a sil. T he T ru th  o f  i t  is ,th ey  g esiera lly  

ii fo u n d  upon S e a rc h , th a t in  th e moft asicious M a n  P le a fu r e  
1 m ig h t lay a  C la im  to a n  h un d red th  P a r t ,  a n d  th a t  in  th e  
1 .■  m o f asirtuous M a n  P a in  m ig h t come in  f o r  a t  l e a f  tw o  

:*i T h ir d s . T h is  they f a w  w o u ld  occafion en d lcfs D ifp u tes  he-  
tw e e n  th em , usilefs they co-uld come to fo m e Accom snodation.

'• i To th is  E n d  th er e  w a s  a  M a r r ia g e  propofed hetw eesi th e m ,
I  a n d  a t  len g th  conclud ed: B y  th is  m eans i t  is  th a t  w e f n d  
4 P le a fu r e  a n d  P a in  a re  fu els conflan t Y o k e-fe llo w s, a n d  

I '-i th a t  they e ith e r  ssiake t h e ir  V i  f i t s  together, or a r e  steyer  
[ .‘i: f a r a f u n d e r .  I f  P a in  cosnes into  an H e a r t , h e is  quickly  

fo l lo w e d  by P le a f u r e -, a n d  i f  P le a fu r e  en ters , you snay b e  

if f u r e  P a in  is  stot f a r  o f .
-t  B U T  s io tw ith fla s id in g th is M a r r ia g e w a s  w r y  connseni-

t n t f o r  th e tw o  P a r t ie s ,  i t  d id sio t feesn  to a s tjw c r  the In ­
ten tio n  o f  Jupiter in  fe n d in g  thesn among M a n k in d . T o r e -  

' medy th er e fo r e  th is  Inconnstnicnce, i t  w a s  f i ip u la t e d  be­
tw e e n  thesn by A r t ic le ,  a n d  confirsned by th e  C o n fen t o f  
each F a m ily ^  th a t  n o tw ith fta n d isig  they h ere  p o ffejfed  th e  
Species i n d if e r e n t ly ; upon the D e a th  o fe w r y  fitsigle P e r fo n ,  
i f  he w a s  fo u n d  to h a ’ve ist hisn a  c e r ta in  Proportion o f  E -  

n sil, he Jhould  be d ifp a tch ed  into  th e  in fe r n a l  R egion s hy a
P a fsp ort
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