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T h e r e  is nothing in which Men more deceive 
themfelves than in what the W orld call Zeal. 
There are fo many Paffions which hide themfelves 

ander it, and fo many Mifchiefs arifing from it, tliat 
fome have gone fo for as to fay it would have been for 
the Benefit o f Mankind i f  it had never been reckoned m 
the Catalogue of Virtues. It is certain, where it is once 
Laudable and Prudential, it is an hundred times Criniinal 
and Erroneous; nor can It be otherwife, i f  we confider 
that it operates with equal Violence in all Religions, 
ever oppofite they may be to one another, and in all the 
Subdivifions o f each Religion in particular.

W E  are told by fome of the J e w i^  Rabbins, that the 
firft Murder was occafioned by a religious Controvwfy , 
and if  we had the whole Hiftory of Zeal ffoin the Days 
o f Cain to our own Times, we Ihould fee it filled w ith 
fo many Scenes o f Slaughter and Bloodfhed, m  wtmld 
make a wife Man very careful how he fulFers himfelt to 
be aftuated by fuch a Principle, when it only regards 
Matters o f Opinion and Speculation. , . tt

I would have every iiealous Man examine his rleart 
throughly^ and, I believe, he will often find, that whr.t 
he calls a Zeal for his Religion, is either Pride, Interell^ 
or Ill-nature. A  Man who differs from another in 
nion, fets himfelf above him in his own Judgment^ and 
in fcveral Particulars pretends to be the wifer Perion. 
This is a great Provocation to the proud Man, and gives 
avery keen Edge towhat he calls his Zeal. And that this is 
the Cafe very often, w'e may obferve from the Behaviour 
of fome of the moft zealous for Orthodoxy, who haver 
often great Friendfhips and Intimacies with vicious im­
moral Men, provided they do but agree with them in the 
fame Scheme of Belief. T he Rcafon is, Becaufe tlie v i­

cious

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



2^^ S p E  C T  A T  0 R .  N® i 8 j .  I  N® 185

cious Believ’er gives the Precedency to the'virtuous Man, 
and allows the good Chriftian to be the worthier Perfon, 
at the fame time that he cannot come up to his Peifefti- 
ons. This we find exemplified in that trite Paffage which 
we fee quoted in almoft every Syftem of Ethicks, tho’ 
upon another Occafion.

Deteriora fequor
Vidto meltora prohoque.

Ovid.

On the contrary, it is certain, i f  our Zeal were true and 
genuine, we ftiould be much more angry with a Sinner 
tiian a Heretick ; fince there are feveral Cafes which may 
excufe the latter before his great Judge, but none which 
can excufe the former.

I N T E R E S T  is likewife a great Inflamer, and fets 
a Man on Pcrfecution under the Colour o f Zeal. For 
this Reafon we find none are fo forward to promote the 
true Worlhip by Fire and Sword, as thofe who find their 
prefent Account in it. But I  fltall extend the Word In- 
tereft to a larger Meaning than what is generally given it, 
as it relates to our Spiritual Safety and Welfare, as well as 
to our Temporal. A  Man is glad to gain Numbers on 
his Side, as tliey ferve to ftrengthen him in his private 
Opinions. Every Profelyte is like anew Argument for 
the Eftablifhraent o f bis Faith. I t  makes him believe that 
his Principles carry Convidlion with them, and are the 
more likely to be true, when he finds they are conform­
able to the Reafon of others, as well as to his own. 
And that this Temper o f Mind deludes a Man very 
often into an Opinion of his Zeal, may appear from 
the common Behaviour o f the Atheift, who maintains 
and fpreads his Opinions with as much Heat as thofe 
who believe they do it only out o f a Paflion for God’s 
G lory.

I L  L-N  A  T  U  R  E is another dreadful Imitator of 
Zeal. Many a good Man may have a natural Rancour 
and Malice in his Heart, which has been in fome mea- 
fure quelled and fubdued by Religion ; but if  it finds any 
Pretence o f breaking out, which does not feem to him 
inconfiftent with the Duties of a Chriftian, it throws off 
all Rellraint, and rages in its full Fury. Zeal is tliere-
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fore a great Eaie to a malicious Man, by making him 
believe he does God Service, whilft he is gratifying the 
Bent of a perverfe revengeful Temper. For this Reafon 
we find, that moft of the Maflacres and Devaftations, 
which have been in the World, have taken their Rife 
from a furious pretended Zeal.

I  love to fee a Man zealous in a good Matter, and efpe- 
cially when his Zeal Ihews it felf for advancing Morality, 
and promoting the Happinefs o f Mankind : But when I 
find the Inftruments he works with are Racks and G ib­
bets, Gallies, and Dungeons; when he imprifons Mens 
Perfons, confifcates their Eftates, ruins their Families, 
and burns the Body to fave the Soul, I cannot flick to 
pronounce o f fuch a one, that (whatever he may think 
o f his Faith and Religion) his Faith is vain, and his Re­
ligion unprofitable.

A F T E R  having treated o f thefe felfe Zealots in 
Religion, I  cannot forbear mentioning a monflrous 
Species o f Men, who one would not think had any Ex- 
iftence in Nature, were they not to be met with in or­
dinary Converfation, I mean the Zealots in Atheifm. 
One would fanfy that thefe Men, tho’ they fall fhort, 
in every other refpeft, o f thofe who make a Profeffion 
of Religion, would at leafl out-lhine them in this Par­
ticular, and be exempt from that Angle Fault which 

> fcems to grow out o f the imprudent Fervours o f Reli- 
’ gion ; But fo it is, that Infidelity is propagated witli as 
; much Fiercenefs and Contention, Wrath and Indignation, 

as if  the Safety of Mankind depended upon it. There 
is fomething fo ridiculous and perverfe m this kind of 
Zealots, that one does not know how to fet them out in 

' their proper Colours. They are a Sort o f Gamefters who 
are eternally upon the Fret, though they play for Nd- 

■ thing. They are perpetually teizing their Friends to 
come over to them, though at the fame time they allow 
that neither o f them lhall get any thing by the Bargain. 
In fliort, the Zeal o f fpreading Atheilm is, i f  poflibic, 
more abfurd than Atheifm it felf.

S I N C E  I have mentioned this unaccountable Zeal 
which appears in Atheifts and Infidels, I muft farther ob- 
ferve that they are likewife in a mofl particular manner 
pofielTcd with the Spirit of Bigotry. They are wedded
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