The Spectator.

ADVERTISEMENT.

Mr. Sly, Haherdajher of Hats, at the Corner of De?
vereux-Court in the Strand, viases Notice, That he has
prepared very neat Hats, Rubbers, and Brujhes, for the
{Jfe ofyounvTradefmen in their lafi Yearof Apprenticejhip,
at renfonewle Rates. T
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Leftus fum Laudari a te Laudato viro. Tull.

e isavery unhappy Man v-ho fetshis Heart upon

H being admired by the Multitude, or afFefts a ge-

neral .and undiftinguilhing Applaufe among Men.

What pious Men call the Teftimony of a good Con-
fcicnce, Ihoiild be the Meafure of our Ambition in tliis
ICind ; that is to fay, a Man of Spirit fliould contemn th&
Praifeoftheignorant, and like being applauded for no-
thing but what he knows in his own Heart he delerves.
Befides which the Charafler of the Perfon who com-
mends you is to be conhdered, before you feta Value
upon his Efteem. The Praife ofan ignorant Man is only
Good-will,.and you lhould receive his Kindnefs as he is
a good Neigbour in Society, and notas a good Jud.ge of
vour Adlions in Point of Fame and Reputation. The
Satyrift Paid very well of popular Praife and Acclamations,
GivetheTinkersandCoblersthe.irPr.efentsagain,andlearn
to live ofyourfelf. It isan Argument of a loofe and un-
governed Mind to be afiedled with the promifeuous Ap-
probation of the Generality of Mankind s and a Man of
Virtue fliould be too delicate for fo coarfc an Appetite of
Fame. Men of Honour fliould endeavour only to pleafe-
the Worthy, and the Man of Merit fliould dcfire to be tried
only by his Peers. | thought it a noble Sentiment which
i heard Yefterday uttered in Converfation; / knozu, faid a
Gentleman,a Waytohegreater than any Man: If he has
If'grth in him, | can rejoice in his Superiority to me ; and
that

N* i8

that S,
ary tn
could
and th'
ed tru
is not!
hope 1
struly

Thing
there

Name
unfou'

had a
ficed
terpn
Aftio
Memi
lick ~
the A
It is;
Crou(
the Q
thy a
the P
make
W
ftill |
ciunl
Thus
Rich
put 1
Pofle
Vult
mg !
the
ous,
W
knov
fee !
form
thefc



N« i88. <The Spectatok. 79
1 thet Sathfamon isagreater M of the Soul in me, than
any in him which can pojpbly appear to me. This Thought
could not proceed but from a candid and generous Spirit j
and the Approbation of fuch Minds is what may be efteem-
ed true Praife: For with the common Rate of Men there
is nothing commendable but tvhat they themfelves may
hope to be Partahers of, and arrive at; But the Motive
truly glorious is, when the Mind is fet rather to do
Things laudable thaii to purchafe Reputation. Where
there is that Sincerity as the Foundation of a good
Name, the kind Opinion ef virtuous Men will be an
unfought 'but a neceflary Confequence. The Lacedemo-
nians, tho’ a plain People, and no Pretenders to Politenefs,
had a certain Delicacy in their Senfe of Glory, and facri-
ficed to the Mufes when they entred upon any great En-
terprize. They would have the Commemoration of their
Aaions be tranfmitted by the pureft and moft untainted
Memorialifts. The Din which attends Viftories and pub-
lick Triumphs is by fhr lefs eligible, than the Recital of
the Aaions of great Men by honeft and wife Hiftorians.
It is a frivolous Pleafure to be the Admiration of gaping
Crouds; but to have the Approbation ofa good Man in
the cool Reflexions of his Clofct, is a Gratification wor-
thy an heroick Spirit. The Applaufe of the Croud makes
the Plead giddy, but the Atteftation of a rcafonable Man
makes the Pleart glad. . -r

W H AT makes the Love of popular or general Praile
ftill more ridiculous, is, that it is ufually given for Cir-
cumftances which are foreign to the Perfons admired.
Thus they are the ordinary Attendants on Power and
Riches, which may be taken out of one Man’s Hands and
>t into another’s. The Application only, and not the
PoiTeffion, makes thofe outward Things honourable. The
Vulgar and Men of Senfe agreeinadmiring Men for hav-
ing what they themfelves would rather be polfelTed of?
the wife Man applauds him whom he thinks moft virtu-
ous, the reft of the World him who is moft wealthy.

W HE N a Man isin this way of Thinking, | do not
know what can occur to one more monftrous, than to.
fee Perfons of Ingenuity addrefs their Services and Per-
formances to Men no way addifted to Liberal Arts; In
thefe Cafes, (he Praife on one hand, and tlie Patronage
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on the other, are equally the ObjedVs of Ridicule. Dedi-
cations to ignorant Men, are as abfurd as any of the
Speeches of Rul/inch in the Droll: Such an Addrefs one
is apt to tranllate into other Words; and when the diffe-
rent Parties are thoroughly coiifidered, the Panegyrick
generally implies no more than if the Author lhould fay
to the Patron, My very good Lord, You and | can never
underftand one another, therefore I humbly defire we
may be intimate Friends for the Future.

TH E Rich may as well ask to borrow of the Poor, as
the Man of Virtue or Merit hope for Addition to his Cha-
rafter from any but fuch as himfelf. H6 that commends
another, engages fo much of his own Reputation as he
gives to that Perfon commended ; and he that has nothing
laudable in himfelf, is not of Ability to be fuch a Surety.
The wife Phocion was fo fenfible how dangerous it was
to be touched with what the Multitude approved, that,
upon a general AcclanSation made when he was making
an Oration, he turned to an intelligent Friend who flood
near him and asked in a furprifed Manner, What Slip
have | made ?

I Ihall conclude this Paper with a Billet which has fal-
len into my Hands, and was written to a Lady from a
Gentleman whom llie had highly commended. The Au-
thor of it had formerly been her Lover. When all Pofli-
bility of Commerce between them on the Subject of
Love was cut oft’, (he fpoke fo handfomly of him, as to
give occafion for this Letter.

Madam,

Should be infenfible to a Stupidity, if I could for-
bear making you my Acknowledgments for your
late mention of me with fo much Applaufe. Itis, I
think, your Fate to give me new Sentiments; as you
formerly infpired me with the true Senfe of Love, fo
do you now with the true Senfe of Glory. As Dcfire
had the leaft Part in in the Paflion | heretofore proftlTed
towards you, fo has Vanity no Share in the Glory to
which you have now railed me. Innocence, Know'-
ledge. Beauty, Virtue, Sincerity, andDiferetion, are the
conllant Ornaments oflier who has faid thisofme. Fame
is a Babbler, but | have arrived at the higheft Gloryhi_n
‘ this
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