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* this World, the Commendation of the moll deferring
* Perfon in it

N° 189. saturdayOSiober 6.

'Patria pietatis imago. Virg.

H E following Letter being written to my Book-
T feller, upon a Subjeft of which | treated fome

time fmce, | Ihall publilh it in this Paper, toge-
ther with the Letter that was inclofeddn it.

Mr. Buckley,
" Ayf Spectator having of late difcanted upon
‘ IV | the Cruelty of Parents to their Children, I have
been induced (at the Requeft of feveral of Mr. Spec-
T AT o r’ s Admirers) to inclofe this Letter, which I af-
fure you is the Original from a Father to his own Son,
notwithftanding the latter gave but little or no Provoca-
tion. It would be wonderfully obliging to the World, if
Mr. Spectator would give his Opinion of it in
fome of his Speculations, and particularly to ri

('Mr. Buckley)

Your humble Ser”™ajit.
Sirrah,

‘'Y OU are a fancy audacious Rafcal, and both Fool

and mad, and | cai-e not a Farthing whether you
comply orno ; that does not raze out my Imprefiions
of your Infolcnce, going about railing at me, and tlia
next Day to folicit my Favour : Tlicfe are Inconfif-
fences, fuch as difcover thy Rcafon depraved. To be
brief, 1 never defire to fee your Face ; and. Sirrah, if
you go to the Work-houfe, it is no Dilgrr.ce to me for
you to be fupported there; and if you llarve m the

‘ Streets, I'll never give any tiring undej-hand in your Bc-
' half If | have any more of your fcribbling Nonfenle
D S ‘
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* ril break your Head thefirft Time | fet Sight on )'oii.

~ You are a flubborn Ecaft ; is this your Gratitude for

~ my giving you Money? You Rogue, I'll better your
Judpent, and give you a grea'ter Senfe of your Duty
to (I regret to fay) your FatJier, fs'r.

T. 5 It’s Prudence for you to keep out of my Sight;
for to reproach me, that Might overcomes Rightf on

the Outfide of your letter, | fhall 8ive you a g{reat
Ivncck on the Skull for it. j

W AS there ever fuch an Image of Paternal Tender-
oefs! It was ufual among fome of the Grceh to make-

hem SI~es drink to Excefs, and then expofe them to

Means conceived an early
~Avcrlion to a Vice which makes Men appear fo mon-
ftrous.and in-ational. | have expofed this Pifture of an
unnatural Father witdi the fame Intention, that its De-
formity may deter others from its Refemblance. If the-
Reader has a mind to fee a Father of the faine Stamp re-
prelented in the moft exquifite Strokes of tiumour, he-
may meet with it in one of the fineft Comedies that ever

appMred upon the Stage; | mean the Part of
oir iampfon m Lonjefor Lc've.
nf however engage my felf blindly on the Side-

of tim Son, to whom the fond Letter above-written was
dircaed. His Father calls him afaucy and audacious
m the firll Line, and | am afraid upon Examination
he will prove but an ungracious Youth. Togo-about rail-
Place but the Out-
tide of bu Letter to tell him that Might overcomes Rights
it It dees not difcover his Rcafon to be depraved, zoi
that he ISeither Fool or Mad, zs the Cholerick old Gen-
leman tells him, we may at leaft allow that the Father
will do very well in endeavouring to better his Judgment
andgive him agreater Senfe of his Duty. But whethe?"
this may be brought about by breakinghisHead,orgiving
him agreat Knock on the Skull, ought, I think, toBe weU
confidered™ Upon the v hole, | with the Father has not
met with his Match, and that he may not be as equally
paired with a Son, as the Mother in Kirgil. noon

1 Crudelis-
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- - —Crudelii tu gitoque mater:
Crudelis mater magis, an puer Improhus ilk ?
Improhus ilk puer, crudelis tu quoque mater.

Or like the Crow and her Egg,, in the Greek Proverb,
Ksca?'Z0fcEKO- y.cLKoy act'.

I muft here take notice of a Letter which | have re-
ceived from an unknown Correfpondent, upon the Sub-
jeiSl of my Paper, upon which the foregoing Letter is
Jikewife founded. Tlie Writer of it feems very much con-
cerned left that Paper ihould feem to give Encouragement
to the Difobedience of Children towards their Parents ;
but if the Writer of it will take the Pains to read it over
again attentively, | darefayhis Apprehenfions will vanifti.
Pardon and Reconciliation are all the penitent Daughter
requefts, and all that I contend for in her Behalf; and in
this Cafe | may ufc the Saying of an eminent Wit, who
upon fome great Mens prclling him to forgive his Daugh-
ter who Ixad married againft his Confent, told them he
could refufe nothing to their Inftances, but that he would
have them remember there was Difference between.Gjv-
,ing and Forgia/ing.

I muft confefs, in all Controverlies between Parents-
and their Children, | am naturally prejudiced in Favour
of the former. 'I'ne Obligations on that Side can never
be acquitted, and | think it is one of the greateft Reflexi-
ons upon Human Nature that Paternal Inftinft lhould be
a ftronger Motive to love than Filial Gratitude; that the
receiving of Favours fhould bea lefs Inducement to Good-
will, Tendernefs and Commiferation, than the conferring,
of them j and that the taking Care of any Perfon fhould
endear the Child or Dependant i»iore to the Parent or Be-
nefaftor, than the Parent or Benefadlor to the Child or
Dependant; yet fo it happens, that for one cruel Parent
we meet with a Thoufand undutiful Children. This is
indeed wonderfully contrived {as | have formerly obferv-
ed) for the Support of every living Species; but at the:
~me rime.that it lhews the Wifdom of the Creator,,
it difeovers the Impcrfeifion and Degeneracy of the
Creature..

THE'





