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. I  mull confefs to you,'this to Men o f Delicacy might 
. have an EfFeft to cure them ; but as they are llupid,
. noify and drunken Fellows, it tends only to make 
, V ice in themfelves, as they think, plealant and hir- 
. morous, and at the fame time naufeous in us. I  fliall 

Sir, hereafter from time to time give you the Names 
o f thefe Wretches who pretend to enter our Houfes 
merely as Spedators. Thefe Men think it W it to ufe
us i l l ; Pray tell them, however worthy we are o f fuch
Treatment, it is unworthy them to be guilty o f it to­
wards us. Pray, Sir, take notice o f this, and pity the 
Oppreffed ; I  wilh wc could add to it, the Innocent.

T

igx, Tuefday, OSiober 9.

• K Kov ovei^y. FIbm.

S O M  E ludicrous Schoolmen have put the Cafe, that 
ifan  Afs were placed between two Bundles ofH av. 
which affefted his Senfes equally on each Side, and 

tempted him m the very fame Degree, wltether it would 
be pqlTible fw  him to eat o f  either. They generally de- 
termme this Qucflion tothe Difadvantnge of tJie Afs who 
they lay would ftarve in the Mid'll o f Plenty, as not' hav­
ing a fingle Grain of Free-will to determine him more to 
the one than to the other p e  Bundle o f Hay on either 
Side ftribng his Sight and Smell in the fame Proportion 
would keep him in a perpetual Sufpence, like the two 
Magnets which Travellers have told us, are placed one 
ot ihem in the Roof, and the other in the Floor o f  Ma- 
homet s Burpng-place at Mecca, and by that Means, fav 
they, pull the linpollor’s Iron Coffin with fuch an cqu.il 
A ttiaaion, tl»t it hangs in the Air behveen both of them. 
As for the Afs’s Behaviour dn fuch nice Circumllances, 
whether he would ftarve fooner than violate his Neutra­
lity to the two Bundles o f H ay, I  lhall not prefumc to de­
termine i but only talte notice o f tlie Conduit of our own
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Species in the fame Perplexity. When a Man has a mind 
to venture his Money in a Lottery, every Figure of it ap­
pears equally alluring, and as likely to fucceed as any o f 
its Fellows. They all of them have the fame Pretenfions 
to good Luck, Hand upon the fame Foot of Competition, 
and no manner o f Reafon can be given why a Man fliould 
prefer one to the other before the Lottery is drawn. In 
this Cafe therefore Caprice very often afts in the Place of 
Reafon, and forms to it felf fome groundlefs imaginary 
Motive, where real and fubftantial ones are wanting. I  
know a well-meaning Man that is very well pleafed to 
rifque his good Fortune upon the Number 1711,  becaufe 
it is the Year o f our Lord. I am acquainted with a 
Tacker that would give a good deal for the Number 134. 
On the contrary I have been told o f a certain zealous 
Diffenter who being a great Enemy to Popery, and be­
lieving that bad men are the moft fortunate in this World, 
will lay two to one on the Number 666 againft any 
other Number, becaufe, fays he, it is the Number of the 
Beaft. Several would prefer the Number tzooo before 
any other, as it is the Number o f the Pounds in the great 
Prize. In fliort, fome are pleafed to find their own Age 
in their Number ; fome that they have got a Number 
which makes a pretty Appearance in the Cyphers ; and 
others, becaufe it is the fame Number that fucceeded in 
the laft Lottery. Each o f thefe, upon no other Grounds, 
thinks he Hands feireft for the great Lot, and that he is 
poffcfled o f what may not be improperly called the 
Golden Nu?nber.

T H E S E  Principles o f Eleftion are the PafHmes and 
Extravagances o f Human Reafon, which is o f fo bufy a 
Nature, that it will be exerting it felf in the meaneft T r i­
fles, and working even when it v̂ants Materials. T he 
wifeft of Men are foraetimes aftedoy fuch unaccountable 
Motives, as the Life o f the Fool and the Superttitious is 
guided by nothing elfe.

I am furprifed that none of the Fortune-tellers, or, as 
the French call them, the Difet/rs de bonne A^anttire, who 
publidi their Bills in every (garter o f the Town, have not 
turned our Lotteries to their Advantage ; Did any o f them 
fet up for a Cafter o f fortunate Figures, what might he 
not get by his pretended Difcoveries and Predi6lions ?
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I remember among the Advertifements in tlie Pofi-Boy 
o f Srpiernber the 27th, I was furprifed to fee the follow­
ing one:

U is  is to g ive notice, ‘That Ten Shillings over anct 
above the Market-Price, ’w ill be given fo r  the Ticket in 
15000001. lottery, N °  132. by Nath. C liff at the Bible 
and Three Crovins in Chcapfide.

T H I S  Advertifement has given great Matter o f Spe­
culation to Coffee-houfeTheorilts. Mr. C liff's  Principles 
and Converfation have been c-’nvaffed upon this Occafion, 
and various Conjefiures made why he Ihould thus fet his 
Heart upon N °  132. I have examined all the Powers in 
thofe Numbers, broken them into Fradlions, extraSed 
the Square and Cube Root, divided and multiplied them 
all Ways, but could not .arrive at the Secret till about 
three Days ago, when I received the following Letter 
from an unknown Hand, by which I find that Mr. Na­
thaniel C liff  is only the Agent, and not the Principal in 
this Advertifement,

M r. S p e c t a t o r ,
‘ T Am  die Perfon that lately advertifed I would give 
‘  ten Shillings more than the current Price for the 
‘  Ticket N® 132 in the Lottery now drawing ; which is 
‘  a Secret I  have communicated to fome Friends, who 
‘  rally me inceffantly upon that Account. You muff 
‘ know I have but one Ticket, for which Reafon, and a 
‘  certain Dream I have lately had more than once, I was 
‘  refolved it fliould be the Number I moft approved. I  
‘  am fo pofitive I J^ve pitched upon the great Lot, that 
‘  I  could almoft lay all I am worth o f it. M y Viiions are 
‘  fo frequent and ftrong upon this Occafion, that I have 
‘  not only poffeffed the Lot, but difpofed of the Money 
‘  which in all Probability it will fell for. This Morning,
‘  in particular, I fet up an Equipage which I look upon 
‘  to be the gaieft in the Town ; the Liveries are very 
‘  rich, but not gaudy. I fhould be very glad to fee a Spe- 
‘  culation or two upon Lottery Subjedls, in which you 
‘  would oblige all People concerned, and in particular 

Tour mojl humble Servant,
George Goiling..

P . S -
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P . S. '  Dear S p e c , i f  I  get the 12000 Pound, I ’ll 

make thee a handfom Prefent.

A F T E R  having wiflied my Correfpondent good Luck, 
and thiinked him for his intended Kindnefs, I  lhall 
for this Time difmifs the Subjedl of die Lottery, and on­
ly  ohferve that the greateft Part o f Mankind are in fome 
Degree guilty o f my Friend Gojlhig's Extravagance. W e 
are apt to rely upon future Profpefts, and become rea:lly 
expenfive while we are only rich in Poflibility. W e 
live up to our Expeftations, not to our PolTcffions, and 
make a Figure proportionable to what we may be, not 
what we arc. W e out-run our prefent Income, as not 
doubting to difburfe our felves out o f the Profits o f fome 
future Place, Projed, or Rcverfion that we have in view. 
It is tlirough this Temper o f Mind, which is fo com­
mon among us, that we fee Tradefmen break, who have 
niet  ̂with no Misfortunes in their Bulinefs; and Men 
o f Eftatos reduced to Poverty, who have never fuffered 
from Lofles or Repairs, Tenants, Taxes, or Law-fuits. 
In Ihort, it is this foolifh fanguine Temper, this depend­
ing upon contingent Futurities, that occafions Romantick 
Generofity, Chimerical Grandeur, fenfelefs Ollentation, 
and generally ends in Beggary and Ruin. The Man who 
will live above his prefent Circumftances, is in great 
Danger o f living in a little time much beneath them, or, 
as the Italian Proverb runs. T h e Man who lives by Hope 
will die by Hunger.

I T  fliould be an indifpenfable Rule in Life, to con- 
traft our Deiires to our prefent Condition, and what­
ever may be our Expedlations, to live within the Com- 
pafs of what we adtudly poflefs. It will be Time enough 
to enjoy an Ellate when it comes into our Hands ; but i f  
we anticipate our good Fortune, we fhall lofe the Pleafure 
o f it when it arrives, and may poffibly never poffefs what 
we have fo foolilhly counted upon. L

Wtdnefdaj'^
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