192.  Wednejday”™ October 10.

— XJo ore omtes omnia
Bona dtccre, fjf laudarefortunas tneas,
Aui Gnatum haberem tali ingenio frecditum. Ter.

Stood the other Day, and beheld a Father fitting in

I the middle of a Room with a large Family of Chil-

dren about him j and methought | could obferve in

his Countenance different Motions of Delight, as he
turned his Eye towards the one and the other of them.
The Man is a Perfon moderate in his Defigns for their
Preferment and Welfare; and as he has an eafy Fortune,
he is not folicitous to make agreat one. Plis eldeft Son
is a Cliild of a very towardly Difpofition, and as much
as the Father loves him, | dare fay he will never be a
Knave to improve his Fortune. | do not know any
Man who has a jufter Reliih of Life than the Perfon |
am fpeaking of, or keeps a better Guard againft the Ter-
rors of Want or the Hopes of Gain. It is ufijal ina
Croud of Children, for the Parent to name out of his
own Flock all the great Officers of the Kingdom. There
is fomething fo very furprifing in the Parts ofa Child of
a Man’s own, “that tiicre is nothing too great to be cx-
pcfted from his Endowments. | know a good Woman
who has but three Sons, and there is, lhe fays, no-
thing lhe expefts with more Certainty, than that fire
Ihall fee one of them a Bifhop, the other a Judge, and
the third a'Court Phyfician. The Humour is, that any
thing which can happen to any Man’s Child, is ex-
pefted by every Man for his own : But my Friend
whom | was going to fpe,ik of, does not flatter himfelf
with fuch vain Expedlations, but has his Eye more up-
on the Virtue and Difpofition of Ids Children, tlian
tlieir Advancement or Wealth. Good Plabits are what
will certainly improve @ Man’s Fortune and Repu-
tttion; but on the other Side, Affluence of Fortune
will'
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W/"hanot as probably produce good Afteftions of the

I T isvery natural for a Man of a kind Difpofition,
to amufehimfelf with the Promifes his Imaginationntakes
to him of the future Condition of his Children, and to

~all bear in the
World after he has left it. When his Profpeas of this
~nd arc agreeable, his Fondnefs gives as it were a longer
JJate to his own Life j and the Survivorfliip of a wor-
Son, is a Plenfure fcarce inferior to
the Hopes of the Continuance of his own Life 1 That
Man IS happy who can believe of his Son, that he will
eicape the lollies and Indifcretions of which he himfelf
was guilty, and purfue and improve every thing that was
valuable in him. The Continuance of his Virtue is much
more to be regarded than that of his Life; but it is the
molt lamentable of all Reflexions, to think that the
Heir of a Man’s Fortune is fuch a one as will be a
Stranger to his Friends, alienated from the fame Intereits
and a Promoter of every thing which he himfelfdifapl
proved. An Eflate in PolTeflion of fuch a SuccelTor to a
good Man, isworfe than laid walle ; and the Family of
which he is the Head, is in a more deplorable Condition
than that of being extinft.
f n agreeable Seat of my honoured
Friend RuKicola, and walk from Room to Room revol-
ving many pleafing Occurrences, and the Expreflions of
many juft Sentiments | have heard him utter, and fee the
Booby his Heir in Pain while he is doing the Honours
of his Houfe to the Friend of his Father, the Heavinefs
it gives one is not to be exprelTed. Want of Genius is
not to be imputed to any Man, but Want of Humanitv is
a Man s own Fault. The Son of Ruricola, (whofe Life
was one continued Series of worthy Aftions and Gentle-
man-like Inclinations) is the Companion of drunken
Clowns, and knows no Senfe of Praife but in the Flatte-
ry he receives from his own Servants ; his Pleafures are
mean and inordinate, his Language bafe and filthy, his
Behaviour rough and abfurd. Is this Creature to be ac-
counted the Succeflor of a Man of Virtue, Wit and
Breeding ? At the fame time that | have this melancholy
Profpedt at the Houfe where | jnifs my old Friend, | can

go
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go to a Gentleman’'s not far ofF it, where he has a
Daughter who is the Pi<aure both of his Body and Mind,
but both improved witli the Beauty and Modcfty peculiar
to her Sex. It is fae who fupplies the Lofs of her Father
to the World; fhe, without his Name or Fortune, is d
truer Memorial of him, than her Brother who fucceeds
him in both. Such an Offspring as the eldeftSon of my
Friend, perpetuates his Father in the fame manner as the
Appe.arance of his Gholl would : It is indeed RuHcola,
but it is Rwicola grown frightful.

I know not what to attribute the brutal Turn which
this young Man has taken, except it may be to a certain
Severity and Diftance which his Father ufed towards him,
and might, perhaps, have occafioned a Diflike to thofe
Modes of Life which were not made amiable to him by
Freedom and Affability.

W E may promife our fclves that no fuch Excrefcence
will appear in the Family ofthe ComeHi,where the Father
lives with his Sons like their eldeft Brother, and the Sons
converfe with him as if they did it for no other Reafon
but that he is the wifeft Man of their Acquaintance. As
the Cornelii are eminent Traders, their good Correfpon-
dence with each other is ufcful to all that know them,
as well as to thcmfelves ; And their Friendihip, Good-
will and kind Offices, are difpofed of jointly as well as
their Fortune, fo that no one ever obliged one of them,
who had not the Obligation multiplied in Returns from
them all.

I T is the moil beautiful Objedl the Eyes of Man can
behold, to fee a Man of Worth and his Son live in an
intire unreferved Correfpondcnce. |’lie mutual Kind-
nefs and Afteflion between them give an inexpreffiblc
Satisfaflion to all who know them. It is a fublimc Plea-
fure which increafes by the Participation. It is as facred
as Friendihip, as pleafurable as Love, and as joyful as Re-
ligion. 'l his State- of Mind does not only dilllpate Sor-
Tow, which would be extreme without it, but enlarges
Plcafures which would otherwife be contemptible. "1 Jic
moft indifferent thing has its Force and Beauty when it
is fpoke by a kind Father, and an infignificant Trifle has.
its Weight w'hen offered by a dutiful Child. | know
not how to exprefs it, but L think I may call it a tranf-
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plant” Self-love. All the Enjoyments anJ SuiFeiines
which a Man meets with are regarded only as tliev con-
cern him in the Relation lie has toanother. A Man’s very
Honour receives a nev Value to him, when he thinks
that when be is m his Grave, it will be had in Remem-
brance that fuch an Aftion was done by fuch a one’s Fa-
ther. Such Confiderations fweeten the old Man’s Even-
“g’ Soliloquy delights him when he can-fay to
himfelf, No man can tell my Child his Father was either
unmerciful or unjuil: My Son (hall meet many a Man.
who Ih” fay to him, | was obliged to thy Father, and
be my Child a Friend to his Child for ever.

I r is not in the Power ofall Men to leave illullrious
Names or great Fortunes to their Pofterity, but they can
very much conduce to their having Induftry, Probity
Valour, and juftice : It is in every Man’sPower to leave
his Son the Honour of defeending from a virtuous Man,
and add the Bleflings of Heaven to whatever he leaves
him. 1 fhall end this Rhapfody with a Letter to an ex-

cellent young Man of my .“Acquaintance, who has lately
loft a worthy Father.

Dear Sir,

T Know no Part of life more impertinent than the

Office of adminiftring Confolation : I will not en-
ter into It, for | cannot but applaud your Grief. The
virtuous Principles you had from that e.xcellent Man
whom you have loft, have wrought in you as they
ought, to make a Youth of Three and Twenty incapa-
ble of Comfort upon coming into PofTeffion of a great
Fortune. | doubt not but you will honour his Memory
by a modell Enjoyment of his Eftate; and fcorn to
triumph over his Grave, by employing' in Riot, Excels
and Debauchery, what he purchafed with fo ihuch In-
duftry, Prudence, and Wifdom. This is the true Way
to fhew the Senfe you have of your Lofs, and to take
away the Diftrefs of others upon the Occafion Yoa
cannot rccal your Father by your Grief, but you may
revive ham to his Friends by your Condua. T
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