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— higentem forihus domus alta fuperbis
Mane falutantum totis 'vomit tedibus unda/n.  Virg,

HEN we look round us, and behold the ftrange

W Variety ofFaces and Perfonswhich fill the Streets
with Bufinefs and Hurry, it is no unpleafant A-
mufement to make GuelTes at their different Purfuits, and
judge by their Countenances what it is that fo anxioufly
engages their prefent Attention. O fall this bufy Croud,
there are none who would give a Man inclined to fuch
Inquiries better Diverfion for his Thoughts, than thofe
whom we call good Courtiers, and fuch as are afiiduous
at the Levees of great Men. Thefe Worthies are got in-
to an Habit of being fervile with an Air, and enjoy a
certain Vanity in being known for underftanding how
the World pafTes; in the Pleafure of this they can rife
early, go abroad fleek and well-drefTed, with no other
Hope or Purpofe, but to make a Bow toa Man in Court-
Favour, and be thought, by fome infignificant Smile of
his, not a little engaged in his Interefts and Fortunes.
It is wondrous, that a Man can get over the natural Ex-
iflence and PofTeffion of his own Mind fo far, as to take
Delight cither in paying or receiving fuch cold and re-
peated Civilities. But what maintains the Humour is,
that outward Show is what mofl men purfue, rather than
real Happinefs. ~'hus both the Idol and Idolater equally
impofe upon themfelves in pleafing their Imaginations
this way. But as there are very many of her Majefty’s
good Subjefls, who are extremely uneafy at their own
Seats in the Country, where all from the Skies to the
Centre of the Earth is their own, and have a mighty
longing to fliine in Courts, or be Partners in the Power
of the World; | fay, for the Benefit of thefe, and o-
thers who hanker after being in the Whifper with great
Men, and vexing their Neighbours with the Changes
they
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they would be capable of makingan the Appearance at a
Country Seffions, it would not methinks be amifs to give
an Account of tliat Market for Prelcrment, agreat Man’s
Levee.

Fp~R ought I know, this Commerce between the
IMighty and their Slaves, very i"uftly reprefented, might
do fo much good, asto incline tlie Great to reg-.ird Bufi-
nefs rather than Oftentation1; and make the Little know
the Ufe oftheir Time too well, to fpcnd it iii vain Appli-
cations and Addrefles.

TH E Famous Doftor in MoorfeMs, who gained fo
smuch Reputation for his Horary Prediftions, is faid to
have had in his Parlour different Ropes to little Bells
which hung in the Room above Stairs, where the Dodlor
thought fit to be oraculous. 1fa Girl had been deceived
by her Lover, oneBelhvas pulled; and if a Peafanthad loll
a Cow, the Servant runganother. This Method was kept
in refpedt to all other Paflions and Concerns, andthe skil-
ful Waiter below fifted the Inquirer, and gave the Dodlor
Notice accordingly. The Levee ofa great Man is laid
after the fame manner, and twenty Whifpers,falfe Alarms,
and private Intimations, pafs backward and forward- from
the Porter, the Valet, and the Patron himfclf, before the
1 gaping Crew, who are to pay tlteir Court, are gathered
1 together: When the Scene is ready, the Doors fly open
«and difeover his Lordlhip.

THERE are feveral Ways of making this firft Ap-
pearance : you ma)' be either half-drclTed, and waffling
your felf, which is indeed the molt flately; but this
Way of Opening is peculiar to Military Men, in whom
there is fomething graceful in expofing themfelves na-
ked ; but the Politicians, or Civil Officers, have ufually
affedled to be more referved, and preferve a certain.
Chaftity of Deportment. Whether it be Hieroglyphic:!!
or not, this Di&rencein theMilitaryand Civil Lift, I will
not fay ; but have ever underftood the Fadl to be, that the
clofe Minifter is buttoned up, and the brave Officer operi-
breafted on thefe Occafions.

HOWEYVER .thatis, | humbly conceive the Bufi-
nefs ofa Levee is to receive the Acknowledgments of
a Multitude, that a Man is Wile, Bounteous, Valiant and
Powerful. When the lirit Shot of Eyes is made, it is
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1 wonderful to obferve how much Submiflion the Patron’s
Modefty can bear, and how much Servitude the Client’s
Spirit can defcend to. In the vaft Multiplicity ofBufmefs,
and tlie Crowd about him, my Lord’s Parts are ufually
fo great, that to the Aftonilhment of the whole Affem-
bly, he has fomething to fay to every Man there, and
that fo fuitable to his Capacity as any Man may judge
that it is not without Talents tha t Men can arrive at great
Employments. | have known a great Man ask a Flag-
Officer, which way was the Wind, a Commander of
Horfe the prefent-Price of Oats, and a Stock-Jobber at
what Difcount fuch a Fund was, with as much Eafe as if
he had been bred to each of thofe feveral Ways of Life.
Now this is extremely obliging; for at the fame time
that the Patron informs himfelt of Matters, he gives the
Perfon of whom he inquiresan Opportunity to exert him-
felf. What adds to the Pomp ofthofe Interviews is, that
it is perform’d with the greateft Silence and Order imagi-
nable. I'he Patron is ufually in the Midi! of the Room,
and feme humble Perfon gives him a Whifper, which his
Lordlhip anfwersaloud. It is msell. Yes, 1 am ofyour Opi-
nion. Pray informyourfelffurther,you may hefure ofmy
Fart init. lhis happy Man is difmiffed, and my Lord
can turn himfelfto a Bufmefs of a quite different Nature,
and off-hand give as good an Anfwer as any great Man is
obliged to. For the chief Point is to keep in Generals,
and if there be any thing offered that’s Particular, to be
in hafle.

BUT we are now in the Height of the Affair, and
my Lord’s Creatures have all had their Whifpers round
to keep up the Farce ofthe Thing, and the Dumb Show
is become more general. He caffs his Eye to that Cor-
ner, and there to Mr. Such-a one; to the other, anl
nsshen didyou come to Town ? And perhaps juft before he
nods to another; and enters with him, but. Sir, lam glad
tofeeyou, now | think ofit. Each of thofe are happy for
the next four and twenty Hours; and thofe who bow in
Ranks undiftinguilhed, and by Dozensata Time, think
thev haxe very good ProfpeiSts if they may hope to arrive
at fuch Notices halfa Year hence.

t h e Satyrift lays there is feldom common Senfe in
high Fortune; and one would think, to behold a Levee,
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