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that the Great were not only infatuated with their Stati­
on, butalfothat they believed all below weiefeized too; 
d ie  how is it poflible they could think o f impofing upon 
themlelves and others in fuch a degree, as to fet up a Le­
vee forany thing buta diredlFarce ? Butfuch is the Weak- 
ncfs of our Nature, that when Men arc a little exalted in  
their Condition, they immediately conceive they have ad­
ditional Senfes, and their Capacities enlarged not only- 
above other Men, but above human Comprehenfton itfelf. 
Thus it is ordinary to fee a great Man attend one lillning, 
bow to one at a diltance, and call to a third at the fame in- 
ftant. A  Girl in new Ribbands is not more taken with her 
felf, nor does Ihe betray more apparent Coquetries, than 
even a wife Man in fuch a Circumftance o f Courtlhip. I  
do not know any thing that I  ever thought fo very dillafte- 
ful as the Affediation which is recorded of Catfar, to w it 
that he would didlate to three feveral Writers at the fame 
time. This was an Ambition below the Greatnefs and 
Candour of his Mind. He indeed (if any Man had Pre- 
tenfions to greater Faculties than any other Mortal) wa* 
the Perfon; but fuch a W ay of adling is childiih, and in- 
confident with the Manner of our Being. And it appear* 
from the very Nature o f Things, that there cannot be any­
thing efteftually difpatched in the Diftraftion of apublick 
L evee; but the whole feems to be a Confpiracy o f  a Set 
o f Servile Slaves, to give up their own Liberty to take 
away their Pauon’s Underftanding. T ,
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■ Difficili bile tumet jecur. Hor.
T H  E prefent Paper lhall confift o f  two Letters, 

which obferve upon Faults that are eafily cured 
both in Love and Friendlhip. In the latter, as 6 r  

as it meerly regards Converfation, the Perfon whoneglefti 
vifiting an agreeable Friend is punilhed in the very Tranf- 
greflion; for a good Companion is not found in every E 2 Room
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Room we go into. But the Cafe o f Love is o f  a more 
delicate Nature, and the Anxiety is inexpreffible if  every 
little Inftance of Kindnefs is not reciprocal. There aie 
'things in this fort of Commerce which there are not 
Words to exprefs, and a Man may notpoffibly know how 
to reprefent. what yet may tear his Heart into ten 
thoufand Tortures. T o  be grave to a Man s M irth, un- 
attentivc to his Difcourfe, or to interrupt either with 
fomething that argues a Difmclination to be entertained 
by him, has in it fomething fo difagreeable, that the ut- 
moll Steps which may be made in ferAer^ Enmity can­
not give greater Torment. T h e gay Comma, who fets 
up for an Indifference and becoming Heedlefnefs, gives 
her Husband all the Torment imaginable out o f meer 
Infolence, with this peculiar Vanity, that flie is to look 
as gay as a Maid in the Charafter of a W e .  It_ is no 
Matter what is the Reafon of a Man s Grief, i f  it be 
heavy as it is. Her unhappy Man is convinced that Ihe 
means him no Dilhonour, but pines to Death becaufe 
Ihe will hot have fo much Deference to him as to avoid 
the Appearances o f it. The Author o f the following 
Letter i f  perplexed with an Injury that is m a Degree
yet lefs crimmal, and yet the Source o f the utmoft Un- 
happinefs.

iilr . S p e c t a t o r ,

I Have read your Papers which relate to  Jealotffy, 
and defire your Advice in my Cafe, which you will 

fay is not common. I have a W ife, o f whofe Virtue I 
am not in the leaft doubtful; yet I cannot be fatisfied 
file loves me, which gives me as^reat Uneafinefs as 
being faulty the other W ay would do. I  know n6t 
whether I am riot yet inore'mrferable thamrn that Grfe, 
for Ihe keeps Poffeffion o f my Heart, without the Re­
turn o f hers. I would defire your Obfervations upon 
that Temper in feme Women, who will not condefeend 
to convince their Husbands o f their Innocence or their 
Love, but are wholly negligent 
the poor Men make upon their Condufl (fo thCy cannot 
call it Criminal,) when at the fame time a little Ten- 
dernefs of Behaviour, or Regard to fliew an Inclmatmn 
to pleafe tlicm, would make them miireiy at Eafe. o

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



%

N'’ i94- S p e c t a t o r -. l o i
‘  not fuch Women deferve all the Mifmterpretation 
‘  which they negkdt to avoid ? Or are they not in the 
‘  aiSual Eraftice o f Guilt, who care not whether, they 
‘  are thought guilty or not ? I f  my Wife does the moll 
‘  ordinary Thing, as, vifiting her Siller, or taking the' 
‘ Ai r  with her Mother, it is always carried with the A ir 
‘  o f a Secret: Then Ihe will fometimes tell a Thing, o f 
‘  no Confequence, as if  it- was only Want of Memory 
‘ made her conceal it before j and this only to dally 
‘  with my Anxiety. I  have complained to her o f this 
‘  Behaviour in the gentlell Terms imaginable, and be- 
‘  feeched her not to ufe him, who defired only to live 
‘  with her like an indulgent Eriend, as the moll morofe 
‘  and unfociable Husband in the World. It is no eafy 
‘  Matter- to deferibe our Circumllance, but it  is mife- 
 ̂ rable with this Aggravation, Tliat it might be eafily 

‘  mendedj and yet no Remedy endeavoured. She reads 
‘ you, and there is. a Phrafe or two in this Letter which 
‘  Ihe will know came from me. I f  we enter into an Ex- 
‘  planatipn which may tend to our future Quiet by your 
‘ iylean^ you lhall have our joint Thanics; in the mean 
‘ time I am (as much as I can in this ambiguous Condi- 
‘  tion be any Thing)

S I R ,

Your humble Servant,

M r. S p e c  t 'a  t o r ,

' I V  E me leave to make you a Prefent o f a Cha- 
' V jr  rafter not yet deferibed in your Papers, which;
' is that o f a M-an who tr«its- hi& Friend with the fame 
' odd Variety which a fantallical Female Tyrant praftifes 
' towards her Lover. I  have for feme Tim e had a
■ Friendlhip with one of thefe Mercurial Perfons: The 
i Rogue I know loves me, yet takes Advantage o f my

Fondnefs for him to ufe me as he pleafes. W e are' b y  
Turns-the bell Friends and the greatefl Strangers ima- 

' ginable: Sometimes you would think us inmpaiable
■ at other Times he avoids me for a long time, yet nei-
■ ther he nor I know why. When we meet next by 

Chance, he is amaxed he has not feen me, is impatient
' Ibr an Appointment the lame. Evening; and when i  
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