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196. Monday, OBober 15.

Eft Vlubrh, animusft te non deftest aquus. Hor.

Mr.Spectator,

H E R E is a particular Fault which I have ob-
ferved in moll of the Moralifts in all Ages, and
Af)l)ll!l!l?“ /\_ N1

é’Hé {eachmg others t e Q/}/)%?Sprgt]efflgg}ge@@ygl
be arrived at in this Llfe, therefore I would recommend
to you to talk ,n an humbler Strain than yourXde-
ceffors havj done, and inllead of prefuming to be hao
py, inftruft usonly tobe eafy. tL Thoufhts of hiL
who would be difcreet, and aim at praaicable things
lhould turn upon allaying our Pain rather than pfo-
motingour Joy. Great Inquietude is to beavoided ~buc
~ great Felici ty is not to be attained. The great LelTon is
~Equammity a Regularity of Spirit, which isa little
above Chearfulnefs and below Mirth. Chearfulneffis
~ways to- be fupported if a Man is out of Pain! Lt
Mirth to a prudent Man lhould always be accidental -
It lhould naturally arife out of the Occafion, and the
Occafion feldom be laid for it j for thofe Tempers who
are like the Conditutions

which flag without the ufe of Brandy. Therefore 1 fai-
et your Precept be R. eafy. That Mindt diffoSte
and ungoverned, which muft be hurried outofirfe f

'VholTy

‘* THERE are a Couple of old Fellows of mv AV.
quaintanee who meet every Day and fmoke a Pine

and by their mutual Love to each other, tho’ they have
been Men of Bufmefs and Buflle in the World, eniov a
greater Tranquillity than either could have worked him-

and Mind, when we am®at no more, is very frequent-
ly enjoyed i but tlie very Inquiry after Happinefs has

‘ fome-



fomething reftlefs in it, which a Man who lives in a
Series of temperate Meals, friendly Converfations, and
eafy Slumbers, gives himfelfno Trouble about. While
Men of Refhiamentare Calking of Tranquillity, he pof*
feffes it.
‘WHAT | would by thefe broken Esrpreffionsre-
commend to you, Mr. Spectator, is, that you
would fpeak of the Way of Life, which plain Men may
purfue, to fill up the Spaces of Time with Satisfadion.
it is a lamentable Circumftance, that Wifdom, or, as*
you call it, Philofophy, Ihould furnilh Ideas only for
the Learned j and that a man mull be a Philofopher to’
" know how to pafs away his Time agreeably. Itwould
therefore be worth your Pains to place m an hand-
fom Light the Relations and Affinities among Men,
which render their Converfation with each other fo
grateful, that the highell Talents give but an impotent
Heafure in Comparifon with them. You may find De-
feriptions and Difeourfes which will render the Fire-
fide ofan honell Artificer as entertaining as your owrt
' Club is to you. Good-nature has an endlefs Source of
Plcafures in it; and the Reprefentation of domellick
Life filled with its natural Gratifications, (inllead of the
necefTary Vexations which are generally infilled upon
in the Writings of the Witty) will be a very good Of-
lice to Society.
‘ THE Vicilfitudes of Labour and Roll in the lower
Part o f Mankind, make their Being pafs away with that
Sort of Relilli which we exprefs by the Word Com-
' fort; and lhould be treated of by you, who are a Sp ec-
mTATOR, as well as fuch Subjefts which appear indeed
more'fpeculative, but are lefs inllruftive. In a word.
Sir, 1 would have you turn your Thoughts to the Ad-
vantage of fuch as want you mofl; and fhew that Sim-
plicity, Innocence, Indullry and Temperance, are Arts
which lead to Tranquillity, as much as Learning, Wif-
dom. Knowledge, and Contemplation.
/ am,
SIR,
Ymr mofi Humhli Servant,

T. B.
Mr.
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Mr. Spectator,
Hackney, OSioher 12.

T Am the yoimgWoman whom you did fo much Ju-"
ftice to fome time ago, in acknowledging that I an>
perfeft Miftrefs of the Fan, and ufe it with the ut-
inoll Knowledge and Dexterity. Indeed the World, as
malicious as it is, will allow, that from an Hurry of
Laughter | rccollcftmy felf the moft luddenly, make a
Curtfy, and let fall my Hands before me, clofmg my
Fan at the fame inftant, the beft of aaly Woman in
England. \ am not a little delighted that | have had-
your Notice and Approbation ; and however other
young Women may rally me out of Envy, | triumph
in it, and demand a Place in your Friendlhip. You
mull therefore permit me to lay before you the pre-
fent State of my Mind. | was reading yoar SjietSa-
tor of the 9th Inflant, and thought the C'ircumftajice of
the Ais divided between two Bundles of Hay which
equally affefled his Senfes, was a lively Reprelentatiot*.
of my prefent Condition ; For you are to know that: |
am extremely enamoured with two young Gentlemen
who at this Time pretend to me. One mull hide no-
thing when one is asking Advice, therefore I will own
to you, that I am very amorous and very covetous.
My Lover W ill is very rich, and my Lover %?n very
handfom. | can have either of them when | pleafe :
but when | debate the Queftion in my own Mind, I
cannot take Tom for fear of lofing Wiir% Efiate, nor
enter upon Will's Eftate, and bid adieu to Tom's Per-
fon. | am very young, and yet no one in the World,
dear Sir, has the main Chance more in her Head than-
my felf. Tojnis the gayell, the blithell Creature ! He
dances well, is very civil, and diverting at all Hours
and Seafons: Oh he is the Joy of my Eyes 1 But then-
again W illh fovery rich and careful oftheMain. Flow
many pretty Drefles does Tom appear in to charm me f
But then it immediately occurs to me, thata Man ofhis
Circumftances is fo much the poorer. Upon the whole,
| have at lall examined both thefe Defires of Love and
Avarice, and upon ilriftly weighing the Matter | be-
gin to think I Ihall be covetous longer than fondj there-
* fore





