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‘  fore if  you have nothing to fay to the contrary, I fliall 
‘  take fW /. Alas, poorTwa/

T o u r  H u m b le  S e r 'v a n f ,

T  B I D D Y L 0 V E L E S S.

197. Tuefday^ Odiober 16.

A l t e r  r i x a t u r  d e  l a n d  f t t p e  c a p r i n d ,

P r o p u g n a t  n u g is  a r m a t u s  : f e i l i c e t ,  u t  n o n  

S i t  m i h i  p r i m a  f d e s \  i y  <vere q u o d  p l a c e t ,  u t  n o n  

A c r i t e r  e l a t r e m ,  p r e t i u m  a c ta s  a l t e r a  f o r d e t .  

A m b i g i t u r  q u i d  e n im  ?  C a f to r  f e i a t  a n  D o c i l i s  p lu s ,  

B r u n d u ji tw i  H u m i d  m e liu s  v i a  d u c a t  a n  A p p i. Hor.

E v e r y  Age a Man pafles through, and W ay of 
Life he engages in, has fome particular V ice or im - 
perfciSion naturally cleaving to it, which it will re­

quire his nicell Care to avoid, 'i he feveral Weakneffes, 
to which Youth, Old Age, and Manhood are expofed, 
have long fince been fet down by many both of the Poets 
and Philofopliers ; but I  do not remember to have met 
with any Author who has treated of thofe ill Habits Men 
are fubjedl to, not fo much by rcafon of their difterent 
Ages and Tempers, as the particular ProfelTion or Buli- 
nels in which they tvere educated and brought up.

I am the more furprifed to find this Subjeift fo little 
touched on, fince what I am here fpeaking ofis fo ap­
parent, as not to cfcape the moft vulgar Obfervation. 
The Bufinefs Men arc chiefly converfant in, does not only 
give a certain Call or Turn to their Minds, but is very 
often apparent in their outward Behaviour, and fome o f 
the moll iiidifi't rent Aftions of their Lives. It is this Air 
diffufing it fell over the whole Man, which helps us to 
find <? ■ a Perfon at his firfl: Appearance j- fo tliat the moft 
care.ti.s Obferver fenfies he can fcarce be miftaken in the 
Carriage of a Seaman or the Gait of a Tailor.
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T H E  liberal Arts, though they may pofllbly have 

lefs EfFeft on our external Mien and Behaviour, make 
fo deep an ImprefTion on the Mind, as is verv ant m 
bend it wholly one W ay. ^

T H E  Mathematician will take little lefs than De- 
monftration in the molt common Difcourfe, and the 
Schoolman is as great a Friend to Definitions and Syllo- 
gifms. The Phyfician and Divine are often heard to 
didate in private Companies with the fame Authority 
which they exercife over their Patients and Difciple«; 
while the Lawyer is putting Cafes, and raifmg Matter 
for Difputation out o f every thing that occurs.

I may poffibly fome time or other animadvert more at 
large on the particular Fault each Profeffion is moll in- 
feded with ; but lhall at prefent wholly apply my felf to 
the Cure o f what I  lall mentioned, namely that Spirit 
o f Strife and Contention in the Converfations o f Gentle­
men of the long Robe.

T H I S  is the more ordinary, becaufe thefe Gentle­
men regarding Argument as their own proper Province 
and very often making Ready-money of it, think it un- 
fafe to yield before Company. They are Ihewing in 
common Talk how zealoully they could defend a Caufe 
in Court, and therefore frequently forget to keep that 
Temper which is abfolutely requifite to render Conver- 
fation pleafant and inllrudive.

C A P T A I N  S e n t r y  pulhes this Matter fo far 
that I have heard him fay, ffe/jas kno'wn but fenjaPkadert 
that 'were tolerable Company.

T H E  Captain, who is a Man o f good Senfe, but dry 
Converfation, was lall Night giving me an Account o f a 
Difcourfe, m which he had lately been engaged with a 
young Wrangler in the Law. I was giving my Opinion 
fays the Captain, without apprehending any Debate that 
might arife from it, o f a GeneraPs Behaviour in a Battle 
that was fought fome Years before cither theTempIar or 
my felf were born. T he young Lawyer immediately 
took me up, and reafoning above a Quarter of an 
Hour upon a Subjed which I faw he underllood nothing- 
of, endeavoured to Ihew me that my Opinions were ill- 
ground^. Upon which, fays the Captain, to avoid any 

Coutcltsj i  jpm Tiiftt I  Jiad not confl-
der’d
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del’d thofe feveral Arguments which he had brought 
againft me, and that there might be a great deal in them. 
A y , but (ays my Antagonill, who would not let me efcape 
fo, there are feveral Things to be urged in favour o f 
your Opinion which you have omitted; and thereupon 
begun to fliine on die other Side of the Queftion . Upon 
this, fays the Captain, I came over to my firft Sentiments, 
and intirely aequiefced in his Reafons for my fo doing. 
Upon which the Templar again recovered his former 
Pofture, and confuted both himfelf and me a third Time. 
In (hort, fays my Friend, I  found he was refolved to 
keep me at Sword’s Length, and never let me clofe with 
him, fo that I  had nothing left but to hold my tongue, 
and give my Antagonill free Leave to fmile at his V itlo- 
ries, who 1 found, like Hudibras, could f t i l l  change Sides, 
andJiill confute.

F O R  my. own part, I  have evei' regarded our Inns 
o f Court as Nurferies o f Statefmen and Lawgivei-s, which 
makes me often frequent that Pai-t o f the Town with 
great Pleafure.
. U P O N  my calling in lately at one o f the moll 

noted Temple Coffee-houfes, I  found the whole Room, 
which was full o f young Students, divided into fei'eral 
Parties, each of which was deeply engaged in fomc 
Gontroverfy. The Management of the late Miniftry was 
attacked and defended with great V igou r; and feveral 
Preliminaries to the Peace were propofed by fome, and 
rejefted by others ; the demolilhing of Dunkirk was fo 
eagerly infilled on, and fo warmly controverted, as had 
like to have produced a Challenge. In Ihort, I  ob- 
ferved that the Defire o f V iflo ry, whetted with the 
little Prejudices of Party and Interell, generally carried 
the Argument to fuch a Height, as made the Difputants 
infenfibly conceive an Averfion towards each other, and 
part with the highell DilTatisfadlion on both Side?.

T H E  managing an Argument handfomly being, fo 
nice a Point, and what I have feen fo very lew excel in, 
I  lliall here list down a few Rules on that Head, which^ 
among other things, I gave in W riting to a young Kinf- 
man of mine, who had made fo great a Proficiency in 
the Law, that he began to plead in Company, upon 
every Subjcfl that was flartcd.
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H A V I N G  the intire Manufcrlpt by me, I  may, 
perhaps, from time to time, publifh fuch Parts o f it as I  
lhall think requifite for the Inftru&ion o f the B ritijb  
Youth. What regards m y prefent Purpofe is as fol­
lows ;

A V O I D  Diiputes as much as poffible. In order to 
appear eafy and well-bred in Converfation, you may 
allure your felf that it requires more W it, as well as 
more Good-humour, to improve than to contradift the 
Notions o f another: but if  you are at any time obliged 
to enter on an Argument, give your Reafons with the ut- 
moft Coolnels and Modefty, two Things which Icarcc 
ever fail of making an Iinpi-effion on the Hearers. Be- 
iides, i f  you are neither dogmatical, nor fliew either b y  
your Aflions or Words, that you are full o f your felf, 
all will the more heartily rejoice at your Viftory. N ay, 
Ihould you be pinched in your Argument, you m ay 
make your Retreat with a very good Grace : You were 
never pofitive, and are now glad to be better informed. 
This has made fome approve the Socratical W ay o f Rea- 
foning, where while you fcarce affirm any thing, yoir 
can hardly be caught in an Abfurdity, and tho’ poffib’y  
you are endeavouring to bring over another to your 
Opinion, which' is firmly fix’d, you feem only to delire 
Information from him.

I N  order to keep that Temper which is fo difficult,’  
and yet fo neceffary to preferve, you may pleafeto conli- 
der, that nothing c.in be more unjuft or ridiculous, than, 
to be angry with another becaufe he is not o f your 
Opinion. T h e Interefts, Education, and Means by which* 
Men attain their Knowledge, are fb very different, that 
it is impoflible they Ihould all think alike ; and he has at 
leaft as much Reafon tO' be angry with you, as you with 
him. Sometimes to keep yourfelf cool, it may be of Ser­
vice to ask your felf fairly, What might have been your 
Opinion, had you all the Biafes o f Education and Intereffc 
your Adverfary may poflibly have ? But i f  you contend 
for the Honour of V iftory alone, you may lay down this 
as an infallible Maxim, That you cannot make a more 
falfe Step, or give your Antagonifts a greater Advantage 
over you, than by falling into a Pallion.

WH E N
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W H E N  an Argument is over, how many weiehtv 

Reafons does a Man recolleft, which his Heat and Vio- 
lence made him utterly forget ?

I T  is yet more abfurd to be angry with a Man be- 
caufe he does not apprehend the Force o f your Reafons 
or gives weak ones o f his own. I f  you argue for Reputa­
tion, this makes your V ido ry  the ealier; he is certainly 
in all refpeds an Objed of your Pity, rather than 
^ n g er; and it he cannot comprehend what you do 
you ought to thank Nature for her Favours, who has 
given you fo much the clearer Underftanding.

Y O U  may pleafe to add this Confideration, That 
among your Equals no one values your Anger, which 
only preys upon its M ailer; and perhaps you may find 
IS not very confiftent either with Prudence or your Eafe•/i. * r ti* 1 / viur XLaiê
to punilh your felf whenever you meet with a Fool or 
a Kn"” "a Knave.

L A S T L Y ,  I f  you propofe to your felf the true End 
of Argument, which is Information, it may be a feafon- 
able Check to your PalCon j for if  you fearch purely af- 

Truth, twill be almoll indifferent to you where you 
£nd It. I  cannot in this Place omit an Obfervation which 
I  have often made, namely, I ’hat nothing procures a 
Man more Elleem and lefs Envy from the whole Com­
pany, than if  he choofes the Part o f Moderator, without 
engaging diredly on either Side in a Difpute. This gives 
mm the Charadler o f Impaitial, furnilhes liim with an 
Opportunity o f fifting Things to the Bottom, (hewing 
his Judgment, and of fometimes making handfom Com­
pliments to each of the contending Parties.

I (hall clofe this Subjed with giving you one Caution • 
When you have gained a V idory, do not pu(h it too far \ 

t̂is miheient to let the Company and your Adver(ary fee 
your Power, but that you are too generous to make 

ufe of It. X
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