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half a Ccrantry is more valuable than with the Whole.
I begin to think there was nothing abfuid in Sir PF.
Petty, when he fanfied if all the Highlands of Scot/a>i,i
and the whole Kir.gdom of Ireland were funk in tlie
Ocean, fo that the People were all faved and brought
into the Lowlands of Great Britain ; nay, though they
were to be reimburft the Value of their Eftates by the
Body of the People, yet both the Sovereign and the
Subjefts in genei™ would be enriched by the very
Lofs.

IF the People only make the Riches, the Father of
ten Children is a greater Bcnefaftor to his Country, than
he who has added to it loooo Acres of Land and no
People. It is certain Ler.uis has join’d vart Trails of
Land to his Dominions : But if Philarithmus lays true,
that he is not now Mailer of fo many Subijeils as before ;
we may then account for his not being able to bring fuch
mighty Armies into the Field, and for their being neither
fo well fed, nor clothed, nor paid as formerly. The
Reafon is plain, mull needs have been impoverilh-
ed not only by his Lofs of Subjects, but by his Acqui-
fition of Lands. T

N® 201. saturday”™ OSiober 20.

Religentem effe oportet, Religio/um nefas.
Incerti Autoris apud Aul. Cell.

Child with Devotion, which feldom dies in a Mind

_ that has received an early Timfture of it. Though
It may feem extinguilhed for a while by the Cares of the
World, the Heats of Youth, or the Allurements ofVice,
It generally breaks out and difcovers it felfagain as foon
as Dilcretion, Confideration, e, or Misfortunes have
brought the Man to himfelf. 'he Fire may be covered
and overlaid, but cannot be intirely quenched and fmo-
thered.

I T is of the laft Importance to feafon the Paffions ofa
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A State of Temperance, Sobriety, and Juftice, without
Devotion, is acold, lifelefs, infipid Condition of Virtue;
and is rather tobe ftiled Philofophy than Religion De-
votion opens the Mind to great Conceptions, and fills it
with more fublime Ideas than any that are to be met with
in the molt exalted Science; and at the fame time warms
and agitates the Soul more than fenfual Pleafure. _

IT has been obferved by fome Writers, that Man is
more diftinguilned from the Animal World by Devot”
on than by Reafon, as feveral Brute Crea”res difco-
ver in their Aftions fomething like a feint Glimmering
of Reafon, though they”~tray
of their Behaviour any Thing that be”s the leall Am
nity to Devotion. It is certain, the Propenfity of the
Mind to Religious Woilhip, the natural 1 endency of the
Soul to fly to fome fuperior Being for Succour m Dangers
and Diftreffes, the Gratitude to an mvifible Superinten-
dent which arifes in us upon receiving any extraordinary
and imexpeaed good Fortune, the Atts of Love and Ad-
miration with which the Thoughts of Men are fo won-
derfully tranfported in meditating upon the Divme Pertec-
tions, and the univerfel Concurrence of all the Nations
under Heaven in the great Article of Adoration plainly
ihew that Devotion of"Religious Worftiip mull be the Ef-
fed¢ of Tradition from fome firft Founder of Mankind,
or that it is conformable to the natural Light of Reafon,
or that it proceeds from an Inftinft implanted in the Soul
it felf. For my part, | look upon all thefe to be the con-
current Caufes, butwhich ever of them fliall be affigned
as the Principle of Divine Worftiip, it manifeftly points
to a Supreme Being as the firft Author rj o

I may take fome other Opportunity of confidering
thofe particular Forms and Methods of Devotion which
are taught us by Chriftianity ; but Ihall here obferve in-
to what Errors even this Divine Principle may fome-
times lead us, when it is not moderated by that right
Reafon which was given us as the Guide of all pur Ac-
tloq'SH E two great Errors into which a miftaken Devo-
tion may betray us, are Enthufiafm and Si~erftition.

THERE is not a more melancholy Objedl than a
Man who has his Head turned with religious Enthufiafim
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A Perfon that is crazed,- tho’ with Pride or Malice, is
a Sight very mortifying to Human Nature; but when
the Diftemper arifes from any indifcreet Fervours of
Devotion, or too intenfe an Application of the Mind to
its miftaken Duties, it deferves our Compaflion in a
more particular Manner. We may however learn this
LclTon from it, that fmce Devotion it felf (which one
would be apt to think could not be too warm) may dif-
order the Mind, unlefs its Heats are tempered with
Caution and Prudence, we fhould be particularly careful
to keep our Reafon as cool as poffible, and to guard our
felves in all Parts of Life againft the Influence of Paffion,
Imagination, and Conftitution.

DEVOTION, when it does not lie under the
Check of Reafon, is very apt to degenerate into Enthu-
fiafin. When the Mind finds herfclf very much infla-
med with her Devotions, fhe is too much inclined to
think they are not of her own kindling, but blown up
by fomething Divine within her. If flie indulges this
Thought too far, and humours the growing Paflion, lhe
at laft flings herfelf into imaginary Raptures and Ec-
ftafies; and when once flie fanfies her felf under the
Influence of a Divine Impulfe, it is no Wonder if fhe
flights human Ordinances, and refufes to comply with
any eftabliftied Form of Religion, as thinking her felf
direfted by a much fuperior Guide.

A'S Enthufiafm is a kind of Excefs in Devotion, Su-
I~ rllition is the Excefs not only of Devotion, but of Re-
ligion in general, according to an old Heathen Saying,
quoted by Julus Gellitis, Religentem cjfe oportet, Religio-
Jum nefas; A Man fhould be Religious, not Superfliti-
ous; For as the Author tells us, mgidius obferved upon
this Paflage, that the Latin Words which terminate in
ojus generally imply vicious Charafters, and the having of
any Quality to an Excefs.

AN Enthufiaft in Religion is like an obftinate Clown,
a Superftitious Man like an infipid Courtier. Enthufiafm
has fomething in it of Madnefs, Saperllition of Folly.
Moft of the Seils that fall Ihort of the Church of England
have in them llrong Tinftures of Enthufiafm,, as the Ro-
man Catholick Religion is one huge over-grown Body of ’
childilh and idle SupcrlUtions.
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THE Roman Catholick Church feems indeed irreco-
verably loft in this Particular. |f an abfurd Drefs or
Behaviour be introduced in the World, it will fonn be
found out and difearded ; On the contrary, a Habit or
Ceremony,' tho’ never fo ridiculous, which has taken
Sanduary in the Church, fticks in it for ever. A Gothic
Biftiop, perhaps, thought it proper to repeat fuch a
Form in fuch particular Shoes or Slippers ; another fen-
fed it would be very decent if fuch a Part of publick
Devotions were performed with a Mitre on his Head, and
a Crofter in hisHand ; To flrisaBrotheras wife
as the others, adds an antick Drefs, which he wnceived
would allude very aptly to fuch and fuch Myftenes, till by
Degrees the whole Office has degeneiated into an empty

TH E1 R SuccelTors fee the "Vanity and Inconvenience
ofthefe Ceremonies ; but inftead of reforming, F~r"aps
add others, which they think more fignificant, and which
take Poffeffion in the fame manner, and are never to be
driven out after they have been once admitted. | have
li'cn the Pope officiate at St. Peter's, where, for two Hours
together, he was bufied in putting on or oft his difterent
Accoutrements, according to the different Parts he was
to aft in them j

OTH IN G is fo glorious in the Eyes of Manklnd
and ornamental to human Nature, fetting afide the infi-
nite Advantages which arife from it, as a ftrong fteady
mafeuline Piety i butEnthufiafm and Superftition are the
Weakneffes ofhuman Reafon, that expofe usto the Scorn
and Derifion of Infidels, and fink us even below the
Bealls that perifti..

IDOLATRY may be looked upon asanother Error
arifing from miftaken Devotion ; but,becaufe Reflexions
on that Subjeft would be of no ufe to an Engti/h Reader
I fliall not enlarge upon it. faid





