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H E other Day as | paffed along the Street, | faw a
T fturdy Prentice-Boy difputing with an Hackney-
Coachman ; and in an Inftant, upon fome Word of
Provocation, throw o(F his Hat and Periwig, clench
his Fift, and llrike the Fellow a Slap on the Face; at
the fame time calling him Rafcal, and telling him he
was a Gentleman’s Son. The young Gentleman was,
it feems, bound to a Blackfmith ; and the Debate arofe
about Payment for fome Work done about a Coach,
near which they fought. His Mailer, during the Com-
bat, was full of his Boy’s Praifes ; and as he called to
him to play with his Hand and Foot, and throw in his
Head, he made all us who Hood round him of his Part)*,
by declaring the Boy had very good Friends, and he
could truft him with untold Gold. As | am generally in
the Theory of Mankind, | could not but make my Re-
flexions upon the fudden Popularity which was raifed
about the Lad; and perhaps, with my Yviexcd. Tacitus,
fell into Obfervations upon it, which were too great
for the Occafion; or afcribed this general Favour to
Caufes which had nothing to do towards it. But the
young Blackfmith’s being a Gentleman, was methought,
what created him Good-will from his prefent Equality
with the Mob about him : Add to this, that he was not
fo much a Gentleman, asnot, at the fame Time that he
called himfelf fuch, to ufe as rough Methods for his De-
fence as his Antagonift. The Advantage of his having
good Friends, as his M.aller exprelfed it, was not lazily
urged ; but he Ihewed himfelf fuperior to the Coachman
in the perfonal Qualities of Courage and Aflivuy, to con-
firm that of his being well allied, before his Birth was ef
any Service to him.
I F one might moralize from this fitly Story, a Man
would fay, thatwhatever Advantages of Fortune, Birth,
or
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or any other Good, People popfs above the reft ™ tha
World, they ftiould fltew collateral Eminences
thofe D iftinL ns; or thofe Diftlnaions wdl avml only
to keep up common Decencies and Cermonix,
to preferve a real Place of Favour or Efteem m the Opi-
nion and common Senfe of their Fellow-Creatures.
THE Folly of Peoples Procedure, in imaginmg that
nothine more™is nece”ry than Property and fuperior
Circulftances to fupport them m
in no Way fo much as m the Doineftick Part of
It isordinLy to feed their Humours into unnatural E”cre-
fcences, if I may fo fpeak, and make their whole Being
Condldon fcr«.n.ofthe.ta-
ous Reflexion that all Parts “human
merce. Itisnot only paying ~ages, and giving Corn
mands that conftitutes a Mailer of a Family , but I'm
dence equal Behaviour, with Readinefs to protea Md
cherilh them, is what entitles a Man to that Chara'S"
in their very Hearts and Sentiments. It is ple®ant e-
nough to obferve, that Men ex”™a
fmm their foie Moove of Fear, all the good Ef-
fcas™which a liberal Education, and
and every other advantage, cannot pr”~uce in them-
felves. A Man will have his Servant juft, diligCTt, fo-
ber and chafte, for no other Reafons but the T~rrour
~lofing his Mafter's Favour; when all the *ws Divine
qu Human cannot keep him whom .
Pniinds with relation to any one of thofe Virtues.
But S in great and ordinary Affairs, all Superiority
which”~™ not founded on Merit and Virtue, is fupported
only by Artifice and Stratagem. Thus you Flatter-
ersL e the Agents in Families of Humourifts, and thofe
tvL govern~hemfelves by any Thing but Reafon.
Make-Bates, diftant Relations, poor Kmfmen, a” in-
digent Followers, are the Fry which fupport the Oeco-
S of an humourfom rich Man. He is eternally
whifpcred with Intelligence of who are true or falfe to
him Nin Matters of no Confequence, and he maintains
twenty Friends to defend him agamft the Infmuations
of one who would perhaps cheat him of an old
Coat.
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| thall not enter into farther Speculation upon this Sub-
jea at prefent, but think the following Letters and Peti-
tion are made up of proper Sentiments on this Occafion.

Mr. Spectator,

T Am Servant to an old Lady who is governed by one
A fhe calls her Friend i who is fo familiar an one,
that fhe takes upon her to advife her without being
called to it, and makes her uneafy with all about her.
Pray, Sir, be pleafed to give us feme Remarks upon
voluntary Counfellors; and let thefe People know,
that to give any Body Advice, is to fay to that Perfon|
lam your Betters. Pray, Sir, asnear as you can, deferibe
‘ thateternal Flirt and Dillurber of Families, Mrs. Ta~
‘ ferty, who is alwap vifiting, and putting People in a
‘ Way, asthey call it. Ifyou can make her ftay at home
one Evening, you will be a general Benefaftor to all the
Ladies Women in Town, and particularly to

Taur loving Friend,

Sufan Civil.

Mr. Spectator,

Am a Footman, and live with one of thofe Men,
I each of whom is faid to be one of the bell humoured

Men in the World, but that he is paflionate. Pray be
pleafed to inform them, that he who is paflionate, and
takes no care to command his Haftinefs, does more
Injury to his Friends and Servants in one half Hour,
than whole Years can atone for. This Matter of mine,
who is thebett Man alive in common Fame, difobliges
feme Body every Day he lives; and ftrikes me for the
next thing | do, becaufc he is out of humour at it. If
thefe Gentlemen knew that they do all the Milchief
that is ever done in Converfation, they would reform 5
and | who have been a Spedlator of Gentlemen at Din-
ner for many Years, have feen that indiferetion docs
ten times more Mifchiefthan Ill-nature. But you will
reprefent this better than

Toxr ahufed bumble Servant,
Thomas Smoaky,
To
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The humble Petition 6~Joh” Stevard, Robert Butler,

Harry Cook and Abigail Chambers, in Behalfof them-
felves and their Relations, belonging to and difperfed
in the feveral Services of moft of the great Familiei
within the Cities of London and Wcjiminjler.

Sheweth,

H AT in many of the Families in which your
Petitioners live and are employed, the feveral
Heads of them are wholly unacquainted with what is
Bufmefs, and are very little Judges when they are well
or ill ufed by us your faid Petitioners.
* TH AT for want offuch Skill in their own Affairs,
and by Indulgence of their own Lazinefs and Pride,
they continually keep about them certain mifchievous
Animals called Spies.
‘' TH AT whenever a Spy is entertained, the Peace
ofthat Houfe is from that Moment banilhed.
‘' TH AT Spies never give an Account of good Ser-
vices, but reprefent our Mirth and Freedom by the
‘Words, Wantonnefs, and Diforder.
* THAT inall Families where there are Spies, there
is a general Jealoufy and Mifunderftanding.
* TH AT the Mailers and Miftreffes of fuch Houfes
live in continual Sufpicion of their ingenuous and true
Serv.ants, and are given up to the Management of thofe
who are fclfe and perfidious.
* THAT fuch Mailers and Miftreffes who entertain
Spies, are no longer more than Cyphers in their own
Families j and that we your Petitioners are with great
Difdain obliged to pay all our Refpeft, and expeft all
our Maintenance from fuch Spies.
‘ YO UR Petitioners therefore moft humbly pray,
* that you would reprefent the Premifes to all Per-
fens of Condition; and your Petitioners, as in Duty
bound, ftiall for ever pray, c. T

Tuefday,





