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Pheehepater, Ji das hujus mihi tiominis ufum,
Necfaljd Clymene culpamfub isnagine eelat ;
Pigisora da, Genitor ------------ Ovid. Met.

yet taken notice of, that ramble into all the Cor-

ners of thisgreat City, in order to feduce fuch un-
fortunate Females as fall into their Walks. Thefe aban-
doned Profligates raife up Hue in every Quarter of the
Town, and very often, for a valuable Confideration, fa-
ther it upon the Church-warden. By this means there are
feveral married Men who have a little Family in mofl of
tlie Parilncs of London and Weftminftcr, and feveral
Batchelors who are undone by a Charge of Children.

WHEN a Man once gives himfelf this Liberty of
prej'ing at large, and living upon the Common, he finds
fo much Game in a populous City, that it is furprifing to
confider the Numbers which he fbmetimes propagates.
We feemany a young Fellow who is fcarce of Age, that
could lay his Claim to the Jus Trium Liberorum, or the
Privileges which were granted by the Romast Laws to all
fUch as were Fathers of three Children : Nay, | have
heard a Rake who was not quite Five and twenty de-
clare himfelfthe Father ofa feventh Son, and very pru-
dently determine to breed him up a Phyfician. In fliort,.
the Town isfull of thefe young Patriarchs, not to men-
tion feveral batter'd Beaus, who, like heedleft Spend-
thrifts that fquander away their Eftates before they are
Mailers of them, have raifed up their whole Stock of
Children before Marriage.

I mull not here omit the particular Whim of an impu-
dent Libertine that had a little Smattering of Heraldry ;
and obferving how the Genealogies of great Families
were often drawn up in the Shape of Trees, had taken a

Fancy

T h e r e isaloofe Tribe of Men whom | have not
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Fancy to difpofe of his own illegitimate lITuein a Figure
of the fame kind.

Uec longum tempas ingens,
Exiit ad ceelutn ramisfelicibus arbos, .
Miraturque novasfrondes, nonfua poma.. Virg.-

t h e Trunk of the Tree was mark'd with his own
Name Will Maple. Out of the Side of it grew a large
barren’ Branch, infcribcd Mary Maple, the Name of his
unhaoPV Wife. The Head was adorned with five huge
Bou'ffhV On the Bottom of the firft was written m Capi-
tal Chamaers Kate Cole, who branched out mto Arec
Sprigs, vioo. William, Richard, and Rebecca. Sal.Jvit-
/ir/eave Birthtoanother Bough that ftiotupmto
Tom Will and Frank. The third Arm ofthe Tree had
only a fingle Inlknt in it, with a Space left for a ferond,
the Parent from whom it fprung being near her Time
when the Author took this ingenious Device into his
Head The two other great Boughs were very plentifully
loaden with Fruit of the fame kind ; befidra which there
were many ornamental Branches that did not bear. In
Ihort. a more fiourilhing Tree never came out of the
Herald s Office

H'AT makes this Generation of Vermln fo very
prollflck, is the indefiitigable Diligence with which they
Mply themfelves to their Bufinefs. A Man does not un-
dergo more Watchings and Fatigues in a Campaign, than
in the Courfe of a vicious Amour. As itis laid of fome
Men that they make their Bufinefs their Pleafure, thefe
Sons of Darknefs may be faid to make their Pleafure,
their Bufinefs. They might conquer their corrupt In-
clinations with half the Pains they are at in gratifying

N O R is the Invention ofthefe Men lefs to be admired
than tlieir Induftry and Vigilance. There h a Fragment
of Abollodorus the Comick Poet (who was Contemporary
with Menander) which is full of Humour, as Mows;
nou irayftJhut up thyDoors, fays he, viithBars and Bolts:
It vsill be impojjible for the Blackfmitb to make themfo
fall, but a Cat and a Whoremafter vsill find a Way
through them. In a word, there is no Head fo full of

Stratagems as tliat of a libidinous Man. y/ ERE
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W ERE | to propofe a Punifliment for this Infamous
Race of Propamtors, it fhould be to fend them, after the
fecond or third Offence, into our American Colonies, in
order to people thofe Parts of her Majefty’s Dominions
where there is a Want of Inhabitants, and in the Phrafe
of Diogenes, to plant Men. Some Countries punilh this
Crime with Death ; but | think fuch a Banilhmentwould
be fufficient, and might turn this generative Faculty to
the Advantage of the Publick.

IN the mean time, till thefe Gentlemen may be thus
difpofed of,'l would earneftly exhort them to take care
of thofe unfortunate Creatures whom they have brought
into the World by thefe indireft Methods, and to give
their fpurious Children fuch an Education as may render
them more virtuous than their Parents. This is the beft
Atonement they can make for their own Crimes, and in-
deed the only Method that is left them to repair tlieir paft
Mifearriages.

I would likewife defire them to confider, whether they
ire not bound in common Humanity, as weii as oy atr
the Obligations of Religion and Nature, to make fome
Provifion for thofe whom they have not only given Life
to, but entailed upon them, tho’ Very unreafonably, a.
Degree of Shame and Difgrace. And here | cannot but
take notice of thofe depraved Notions which prevail
among us, and which muft have taken rife from our na-
tural Inclination to favour a Vice to which we are fo'
very prone, namely, that Bafiardy and Cuckolddm fhould,
be look’d upon as Reproaches, and that the Ignominy,,
which is only due to Lewdnefs and Fallhood, Ihould;
fall in fo unreafonable a manner upon the Perfons who.
are innocent.

| have been infenfibly drawn into this Difeourfe by
the following Letter, which is drawn up with fuch a
Spirit of Sincerity, that | queftion not but the Writer 0?
it has reprefented his Cafe in a true and genuine Light.

SIR,

‘T Am one of thofe People who by the general
‘- Opinion of the World are counted both infamous
‘ and unhappy,

* My
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‘ MY Father isavery eminent Man in this King-
dom, and one who bears confiderable Offices in it.
I am his Son, but my Misfortune is. That | dare
not call him Father, nor he without Shame own
me as his Jffue, | being illegitimate, and therefore
deprived of that endearing Tcndemefs and unpa-
rallel’d Satisfaftion which a good Man finds in the
Love and Converfation of a Parent; Neither have
| the Opportunities to render him the Duties of
a Son, he having alw'ays carried himfelf at fo valt
a Dillance, and v/ith fuch Superiority towards me.
That by long Ufe | have contrafted a Timorouf-
nefs when before him, which hinders me from de-
claring my own Neceffities, and giving him to undcr-
lland the Inconveniences | undergo.

“ IT is my Misfortune to have been neither bred d
Scholar, a Soldier, nor to any kind of Bufinefs which
renders me intirely uncapable of making Provifion for
my felfwithout his Affiftancc; and this creates a con-
tinual Uneafmefsin my Mind, fearing | Ihall in time
want Bread; my Father, if I may fo call him,
living me but very faint Affuranccs of doing any thing
fior me. \ 1
‘| have hitherto lived fomewhat like a (jentle-
man, and it would be very lwrd for me to labour
for my Living. | am in continual Anxiety for my
future Fortune, and under a great Unhappinefs in
lofing the fweet Converfation and friendly Advice
of niy Parents; fo that |1 cannot look upon my felf
otherwife than as a Monfter ftrangely fprung up m
Nature, which every one is alhamed to own.

‘1 am thought to be a Man of fome natural Parts,
and by the continual Reading what you have offered
the World, become an Admirer thereof, which has
dmwn me to make this Confeflion ; at the fme time
hoping, if any thing herein (hall touch you with a
Senfe of Pity, you would then allow me the Favour
of your Opinion thereupon ; as alfo what Part I, be-
ing unlawfully born, may claim of the Man s Affefti-
on who begot me, and how far in your Opinion
I am to be thought his Son, or he acknowledged as






