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Decipimur fpecie reSi~ Hor.

H E N | meet with any vicious Charafler that
W is not generally known, in order to prevent its

doing Mifchief, | draw it at length, and fet it
up as a Scarecrow ; by which Means | do not only make
an Example of the Perfon to whom it belongs, but
give Warning to all Her Majefty’s Subjefls, that they
may not fuffer by it. Thus, to change the Allufion, |
have marked out feveral of the Shords and Quickfands
of Life, and am continually employed in difcovering
thofe which are Hill concealed, in order to keep the
Ignorant and Unwary from running upon them. It is.
with this Intention that | publilh the following Letter,
which brings to light fome Secrets of this Nature.

Mr. Spectator,
here arenone ofyour Speculations which |
T read over with greater Delight, thanthofe which
‘ are dcfigned for the Improvement of our Sex. You
‘* have endeavoured to correft our unreafonable Fears
‘ and Superftitions, in your Seventh and Twelfth Pa-
‘ pers; our Fancy for Equipage, in your Fifteenth;
‘ our Love of Puppet-Shows, in your Thirty Firft;
* our Notions of Beauty, in your Thirty Third; our
* Inclination for Romances, in your Thirty Seventh;
‘"OUT Paffionfor French Fopperies, in your Forty Fifth;
* our Manhood and Party-zeal, in your Fifty Seventh;
* our Abufe of Dancing, in your Sixty Sixth and Sixty
* Seventli; our Levity, inyour Hundred and Twenty
‘ Eighth; our Love of Coxcombs, in your Hundred
‘and Fifty Fourth, and Hundred and Fifty Seventh ;
our Tyt™anny over the Henpeckt, in your Hundred and
* Seventy Sixth.*.You have defcribed the P/<S?in your

* Forty firft; the Idol, in your Seventy Third; the De-
murrer,
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~to borrow Money of one of thefe foolilh Roderigo's
~which flie has afterwards appropriated to her own
~Ufc. In the mean time, the Perfon who has lent
~ tlje Money, has thought a Lady under Obligations to
~ him, who Scarce knew his Name j and wondered at
~ her Ingratitude when he has been with her, that fhe
~ has not owned the Favour, though at the fame time
h? y)(las too much a Man of Honour to put her in mind
‘oof it
. abandoned Baggage meets with 3
Man who has Vanity enough to give Credit to Rela-
‘ tions of this nature, lhe turns him to very good Ac-
‘ count, by repeating Praifes that were never uttered,
and delivering Meifages that were never fent. As the
* Houfe of this ihameleis Creature is frequented by feve-
' Foreigners, | have heard of another Artifice, out
~of which fhe often raifes Money. The Foreigner
‘ after fome Britifi Beauty, whom he only knows
~ by Fame: Upon which ihe promifes, if he can be
, fecret, to procure him a Meeting. The Stranger, ra-
~yiilied at his good Fortune, gives her a Prefent, and
m a little time is introduced to fome imaginary Title ;
~ for you muft know that this cunning Purveyor has her
~ Reprefentatives, upon this Occafion, of fome of tlie i
M fineft La”es m the Kingdom. By this Means, as | am
~mformed, it is ufual enough to meet with a German a
~ Count in foreign Countries, that ihall make his Boafts
of Favours he has received from Women of the high-
, Funks, and the moft unblemiihed Chaiafters. Now,
~ Sir, what Safety is there for a Woman’s Reputation,
~when a Lady may be thus proftituted as it were by
Pro.xy, and be reputed an unchafte Woman; as the
Hero m the ninth Book of Dryden*s Virgil is looked
upon as a Coward, becaufe the Phantom which ap-
peared in his Likenefs ran aw.ay from Turnus? You
may depend upon what | relate to you to be Matter of i
ract, and the Practice of more than one of thefe fe-
male Pandars. If you print this Letter, | may give
you fome farther Accounts of this vicious Race of -1
Vvomen.

Tour httmhle Servant,

VoL if ¢ Pelvidgna,
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| fliall add two other Letters on difterent Siibjefls to
Jill up my Paper.

Mr. SPECTAT o R,

T Am a Country Clergy-man, and hope you will

lend me your Affiftance in ridiculing fome little
Indecencies which cannot fo properly be expofed from
the Pulpit.

‘ A Widow Lady, who ftraggled this Summer from
London into my Parilh for the Benefit of the Air, as
‘ fhe fays, appears every Sunday at Church with many

fafhionable Extravagancies, to the great Aftonifhment
of my Congregation.

‘* BUT what gives us the moft Offence is her theatri-
cal Manner of Singing the Pfalms. She introduces a-
‘* bove fifty Italian Airs into the hundredth Pfalm, and
* whilft we begin All People in the old folemn Tune of
our ForefaUiers, file in a quite different Key runs Divi-
fions on the Vowels, and adorns them with the Graces
of Nicolini; if fhe meets with Eke or Aye, which are
* frequent in the Metre of Hopkins and Sternhold, we are
‘ certain to hear her quavering them halfa Minute after
* us to fome fprightly Airs of the Opera.

‘ lam very far from being an Enemy to Church Mu-
fick ; but fear this Abufe of it may make my Parijh ri-
‘ diculous, who already look on the Singing Pfalms as an

Entertainment, and not Part oftheir Devotion : Befides,

I am apprehenfive that the Infeftion may fpread, for
Squire Squeekum, who by his Voice feems (if I may ufe

the Expreffion) to be cut out foran Italian Singer, was

laft Sunday praftifmg the fame Airs.

‘| know the Lady’s Principles, and that fhe will
plead the Toleration, which (as fhe fanfies) allows
her Non-Conformity in this Particular ; but | beg you
to acquaint her. That Singing the Pfalms in a different

Tune from the reft of the Congregation, isa Sort of
1* Schifm not tolerated by that Ad.

lam, sIR,
Tour very humble Servant,

R.S.
Mr, Spec-





