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Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,

T N  your Paper upon Temperance, you prefcribe to 
■ f -  us a Rule o f drinking, out of Sir William Temple, 
in the following Words j Thefirji Glafsfor my/elf, the 
fecotidfor my Friends, the third fo r  Good^humour, and 
the fourth fo r  mine Enemies. Now, Sir, you mull 
know, that I  have read this your SpeBator, in a Club 
whereof I  am a Member; when our Prefident told us, 
there was certainly an Error in the Print, and that the 
Word Glafs Ihould be Bottle; and therefore has ordered 
me to inform you of this Millake, and to defire yon 
to publilh the following Errata: In the Paper o iS a ­
turday, OBob. 13, Col. 3, L in e n ,  for G/a/f read 
Bottle.

• Yours, Robin Good-fellow.

E C-

N® 206. Friday, OSiober 26.

^ a n to  qulfque fib i plura neffanierit, 
^  Diis plura feret -____ Hor.

T h e r e  is a Call upon Mankind to value and 
elleem thofe who fet a moderate Price upon their 
own M erit; and Self-denial is frequently attended 

with unexpefted BlelTings, which in the End abundantly 
recompenfe fuch LolTes as the Modeft feem to fuller in 
the ordinary Occurrences o f Life. T he Curious tell us, 
a Determination in our Favour or to our Difadvantage 
is made upon our firll Appearance, even before they 
know any thing o f our Charafters, but from the Inti­
mations Men gather from our Afpeft. A  Man, they fay, 
wears the Pidure o f liis Mind in his Countenance s and 
one Man’s Eyes are Spedacles to his who looks at him 
to read his Heart. But tho’  that W ay of railing an Opi­
nion o f thofe we behold in Publick is very fallacious, 
certain it is, that thofe, who by their Words and Adions 
take as much upon themfelves, as they can but barely de­
mand in the Arid Scrutiny o f their Deferts, will find 
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their Account leffen every Day. A  modeil Man preferves 
his Charafter, as a frugal Man does his Fortune; i f  either 
o f them live to the Height o f either, one w ill find Loffes, 
the other Errors, which he has not Stock by him to make 
up. It were therefore a juft Rule, to keep your Defires, 
your Words and Aftions, within the R e ^ d  you obf«ve 
your Friends have for you ; . and never, i f  it were in a 
Man’s Power, to take as much as he poffibly might either 
in Preferment or Reputation. M y Walks have lately been 
among the mercantile Part o f the World j and one gets 
Phrafes naturally from thofe with whom one converfes : I  
fay then, he that in his A ir, his Treatment o f others, or 
an habitual Arrogance to himfelf, giveshimfelf Credit for 
theleaft Artiele o f more W it, Wifdom, Goodnefs, or V a ­
lour than he can poffibly produce if  he is called upon, w ill 
find the World break in upon him, and confider him as 
one who has cheated them of all the Efteem they had be­
fore allowed him. This brings a Commiffion of Bank­
ruptcy upon him ; and he that might have gone on to his 
Life’s End in a profperous W ay, by aiming at more than 
he ftiould, is no longer Proprietor o f what he really had 
before, but his Pretenfions fare as all Things do which 
are tom inftead of being divided.

T H E R E  is no one living would deny Cinna, the Ap- 
plaufe o f an agreeable and facetious W i t ; or could poffi- 
H y pretend that there is not fomething inimitably un­
forced and diverting in his Manner of delivering all his 
Sentiments in Converfation, i f  he were able to conceal 
the ftrong Defire o f Applaufe which he betrays in every 
Syllable he utters. But they who converfe svith him, 
fee that all the Civilities they could do to him, or the 
kind Things they could fay to him, would fall Ihort of 
what he e.^pefts; and therefore inftead of lliewing him 
the Efteem they have for his Merit, their Reflexions turn 
only upon that they obferve he has o f it himfelf.

I F  you go among the Women, and behold Ghriana 
trip into a Room with that theatrical Oftentation o f her 
Charms,M/r////rtwitli that foft Regularity in her Motion, 
CWoiT with fuch an indifferent Familiarity, Corinna with 
fuch a fond Approach, and Roxana with fuch a Demand of 
Refpeft in the great Gravity of her Entrance; you find all 
theSex whounderftand themfelves and adtnaturally, wait

only
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only for their Abfence, to tell you that all thefe Ladies 
would impofe themfelves upon you ; and each of them 
carry in their Behaviour a Confcioufnefs o f  fo much more 
than they ihould pretend to, . that they lofe what would 
otherwife be given them.

I  remember the lall Time I faw Macbeth, I  was won­
derfully taken with the Skill o f the Poet, in making the 
Murderer form Fears to himfelf from the Moderation o f 
the Prince whofe Life he was going to take away. He 
fays o f the King, He bore his Facultiesfo meekly; and juftly 
inferred from thence, That all divine and human Power 
would join to avenge his Death, who had made fuch an 
abllinent Ufe o f  Dominion. A ll that-is in a Man’s Power 
to do to advance his own Pomp and Glory, and forbears, 
is fo much laid up againft the Day of Diftrefs j and Pity 
will always be his Portion in Adverfity, who afted with 
Gentlenefs in Profperity.

T H E  great Oflicer who foregoes the Advantages lie 
might take to himfelf, and renounces all prudential Re­
gards to his own Perfon in Danger, has fo far the Merit 
of a Volunteer; and all his Honours and Glories are 
unenvied, for fharing the common Fate with the fame 
Franknefs as they do who have no fuch endearing Cir- 
cumftances to part with. But if  there were no fuch Con- 
fiderations as the good EfFeft which Self-denial has up­
on the Senfe o f other Men towards us, it is o f all Quali­
ties the mod defirable for the agreeable Difpoiiiion in 
which it places our own Minds. I cannot tell what bet­
ter to fay o f it, than that it is the very Contrary o f Am ­
bition ; and that Modefty allays all thofe Paffions and 
Inquietudes to which that V ice expofes us. He that is 
moderate in his Wifhes from Reafon and Choice, and 
notrefigned from Sournefs, Diftafte, orDifappointment, 
doubles all the Pleafures o f his Life. The A ir, the Se.i- 
fon, a Sun-fliiny D ay, or a fair Profpeft, are Inltanccs 
o f Happinefs, and that which he enjoys in common 
with all the World, (by his Exemption from the En­
chantments by which all the World are bewitched) are 
to him uncommon Benefits and new Acquifitions. Health- 
is not eaten up with Care, nor Pleafure interrupted by 
Envy. 11 is not to him of any Confequence what this Man 
is famed for, or for what the other is preferred. He 

G  3 know*
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