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he done; which is o f  the fame Force with that Form 
which our Saviour ufed, when he prayed aeainft the moll 
painful and moll ignominious o f Deaths, Ne-verthekfs not 
my W ill, hut thine be done. This comprehenfive Petition 
is the moll humble, as well as the mod prudent, that can 
be offered up from the Creature to his Creator, as it fup- 
pofes the Supreme Being wills nothing but what is for 
our Good, and that he blows better than our felves what 
is fo. L

N° 208. Monday, OSlober 29.

Vtniunt fpeQentur ut ipfa. Ovid.

I Have feveral Letters from People o f good Senfe, who 
lament the Depravity or Poverty o f Talle the Town 
is fallen into with relation to Plays and publick Spec­

tacles. A  Lady in particular obferves, that there is fuch 
a Levity in the Minds o f her own Sex, that they feldom 
attend any thing but Impertinences. I t  is indeed prodi­
gious to obferve how little Notice is taken o f the mod 
waited Parts o f the bed Tragedies in ShakeJpear ; nay, it 
is not only vifible that Senfuality has devoured all Great- 
nefs of Soul, but the Under Paffion (as I may fo call it) 
o f a noble Spirit, Pity, feems to be a Stranger to the G e­
nerality o f an Audience. The Minds of Men are indeed 
very differently difpofed ; and the Reliefs from Care and 
Attention are of one Sort in a great Spirit, and of ano­
ther in an ordinary one. The Man of a great Heart and 
a ferious Complexion, is more pleafed with Inllances o f 
Generofity and Pity, than the light and ludicrous Spirit 
can poflibly be with the highed Strains o f Mirth and 
Laughter ; It is therefore a melancholy Profpeft when 
we fee a numerous Affembly lod to all ferious Enter­
tainments, and fuch Incidents as Ihould move one 
Sort o f Concern, excite in them a quite contrary one. 
In the Tragedy o f Macbeth, the other Night, when 
the Lady who is confeious of the Crime of murdering the

King,
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King, feems utterly aftonilhed at the News, and makes 
an Exclamation at it ; inftead of the Indignation which 
is natural to the Occafion, that Expreffion is received 
with a loud Laugh ; They were as merry when a Cri­
minal was ftabbed. It  is certainly an Occaiion of rejoic­
ing when the Wicked are feized in their Defigns; but I 
think, it is not fuch a Triumph as is exerted by Laughter.

Y O U  may generally obferve, that the Appetites are 
fooncr moved than the Paffions ; A  fly Expreflion which 
alludes to Eaudry, puts a whole Row into a pleafine 
Smirk ; when a good Sentence that defcribes an inward 
Sentiment of the Soul, is received with the greateft Cold- 
nefs and Indifference. A  Correfpondent o f mine, upon 

If i this Subjeft, has divided the Female Part o f the Audi­
ence, and accounts for their Prepoflefiions againft this rea- 
fonable Delight in the following manner. The Prude, 
lays he, as Ihe afts always in Contradiftion, fo flie is 
gravely fullen at a Comedy, and extrava^ntly gay at a 
Tragedy. The Coquette is fo much taken up with throw­
ing her Eyes around the Audience, and confidering the 
Effeft o f tJiem, that fhe cannot be expefted to obferve 
the Aftors but as they are her Rivals, and take off the 

, Obfervation o f the Men from herfelf. Befides thefe Species 
o f  Women, there are Examples, or the fii ll; o f the 
M ode: Thefe are to be fuppofed too well acquainted with 
what the Adlor was going to fay to be moved at it. After 
thefe one might mention a certain flippant Set-of Females 
who are Mimicks, and are wonderfully diverted with the 
Condudlofall the People around them, and are Spefta-- 
tors only o f the Audience. But what is o f all the moll 
to be lamented, is the Lofs o f a Party whom it would be 
worth preferving in their right Senfes upon all Occalions, 
and thefe are thofe whom we may indifferently call the 
Innocent or the Unaffefted. You may fometimes fee 
cne of thefe fenfibly touched with a well-wrought Inci­
dent ; but then fhe is immediately fo impertinently ob- 
ferved by the Men, and frowned at by fome infenfibleSu- 

;■  perior o f her own Sex, that fhe is afhamed, and lofes the
Enjoyment of the mofl laudable Concern, Pity. Thus 
the whole Audience is afraid o f letting fall a Tear, and 
ftiun as a Weaknefs the bell and worthicll Part o f  our
Senfe.

S I R ,
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S I R ,

S you are one that doth not only pretend to reform 
• but eiFeas it amongft People of any Senfe .-makes 

me (who am one of t]ie greateft o f your Admirers) 
give you this Tr®uble to defire you wili fettle the Me­
thod o f us Females knowing when one another is in 
Town : For they have now got a Trick o f never fend­
ing to their Acquaintance when they firft come; and i f  
one does not vifit them within the Week which they 
flay at home, it is a mortal Quarrel. N ow , Dear 
M r. S p e c , either command tliem to put it in the Ad- 
vertifement o f your Paper, which is generally re.ad by 
our Sex, or elfe order them to breathe their fancy Foot­
men (who are good for nothing elfe) by fending them to 
tell all their Acquaintance. I f  you think to print tliis, 
pray put it into a better Stile as to the fpelling Part! 
The Town is now filling every D ay, and it cannot be 
deferred, becaufe People take Advantage o f one another 
by this Means and break off Acquaintance, and are 
rude; Therefore pray put this in your Paper as foon as 
you can poffibly, to prevent any future Mifearriages o f 
this Nature. I  am, as I  ever lhall be.

Dear S p e c ,

• lour mdfi obedient humble Servant,

Mary Meanwell.

‘  P R A Y  fettle wh.at is to be a proper Notification o f 
‘ a Perfon’s being in Town, and how that differs 
‘ according to People’s Quality.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r , Oaober the zoth.
I Have been out o f Town, fo did net meet with your 

Paper dated September the^aSth, wherein you, to my 
Heart’s Defire, expofe that curfed Vice o f infnaring poor 
young Girls, and drawing them from their Friends! I 
affure you without Flattery it has faved a Prentice o f 
mine from Ruin ; and in Token o f Gratitude as well 
as for theBenefit o f my Family, I have put it in a Frame

‘ and
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and Glafs, and hung it behind my Counter. I  (hall 
take care to make my young ones read it every Morn­
ing, to fortify them againft fuch pernicious Rafcals. I  
kimw not whether what you writ was Matter of Fadl, 
or your own Invention; but this I  will take my Oath 

 ̂ on, the firft Part is fo exaftly like what happened to 
: my Prentice, tliat had I read your Paper then, I (hould 
‘ have taken your Method to have fecured a Villain. Go 
i on and profper.

Your Ttiojl obliged htimhh 

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,
‘  \A J  I T H  O U T  Rallery I defire you to infertthis 
. VV Word for Word in your next, as you value a 
‘ Lover’s Prayers. You fee it is an Hue and Cry after 
‘  a llray Heart (with the Marks and Blemifhes undp- 
‘  written) which whoever (hall bring to you, (hall receive 
‘  Satisfaftion. Let me beg o f you not to fail, as you re- 
‘ member the PalTion you had for her to whom you lately 
‘ ended a Paper.

Noble, Generous, Great and Good,
But nenjer to be underjlood ;
Tickle as the Wind, f t i l l  changing.
After every Female ranging.
Panting, trembling, fghing, dying.
But addiSled much to Lying :
Wheji the Siren Songs repeats.
Equal Meafures f i l l  it beats ;
Who e'er Jhall vjear it, it ’w ill fmart her.
And vjho e'er takes, it takes a Tartar. T

|i''l
Tuefday,
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