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lated fays, That the Souls o f fome Women are made of 
Sea-Water. This, it fecms, has encouraged my Sauce- 
Box to be witty upon me. When I am angry, he cries 
Pr’y thee my Dear he calm; when.I chide one o f my Ser­
vants, P fythee Child do not blujler. He had the Impu­
dence about an Hour ago to tell me. That he was a Se.a- 
faringMan, and muft expeft to divide his Life between 
Storm and Sunjhine. When I beftir my felf with any 
Spirit in my Family, it.is high Sea in his Houfe ; and 
when I fit ftill without doing any thing, his Afiairs for- 
footh arc Wind-bound. When I ask him whether it rains, 
he makes Anfwer, I t  is no Matter, fo that it be/a/V 

within Doors. In fhort. Sir, I  cannot fpeak 
my Mind freely to him, but I  cither fvoell or rage, or 
do fomething that is not fit for a civil Woman to hear. 
Pray, Mr. S p e c t a t o r , fince you are fo fharp upon 
other Women, let us know what Materials your Wife 
is made of, if  you have one. I  fuppofe you would 
make us a Parcel o f poor-fpirited tame infipid Crea- 

but. Sir, I  would have you to know, we havetures;
as good Paflions in us as your felf, and tliat a Woman 
was never deligned to be a Milk-Sop.

“ M A R T H A  T E M P E S T .

N° 212. Fridayf November 2.

■ Eripe turpi
Collajugo, liber, liber dic,fumage — Hor.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,

I Never look upon my dear Wife, but I think of the 
Happinefs o f Sir R o g e r  de  C o v e r l e t  en­
joys, in having fuch a Friend as you to expofe in 

proper Colours the Cruelty and Pervcrfenefs of his 
Miltrefs. I have very often wiflied you vifitcd in our 
Family, and were acquainted with my Spoufe ; (he 
would afford you for fome Months at leall Matter 
enough for one SpeHator a Week. Since we are not fo

‘ happy
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‘  happy as to be o f your Acquaintance, give me Leave to 
‘  reprefent to you our prefent Circumftances as well as 
'  I  can in Writing. You are to know then that I  am not 
‘  o f a very different Conftitution from 'Nathaniel Hen- 
‘  roof, whom you k ive lately recorded in your Specula- 

tions; and have a Wife who makes a more tyrannical
‘  U feo f the Emowledgeofmyeafy Temper than that Lady 
‘  ever pretended to. W e had not been a Month married, 
‘  when Ihe found in riie a certain Pain to give Offence, 
‘  and an Indolence that made me bear little Inconve- 
‘  niences rather than difpute about them. From this Ob- 
‘  fervation it foon came to that pafs, that i f  I  offered to go 
‘  abroad, fhe would get between me and the Door, lufs 
‘  me, and fay fhe could not part with me j and tlien down 
‘  again I fat. In a D ay or nvo after this firft pleafant 
‘  Step towards confining me, llie declared to me, that 
‘  I was all the World to her, and fhe thought flie ought 
‘ to be all the W orld to me. If, faid llie, my Dear 
‘  loves me as much as I  love him, he will never be 
‘ tired o f my Company. This Declaration was followed 
‘  by my being denied to all my Acquaintance; and it ve- 
‘  ry foon came to that pafs, that to give an Anfwer 
‘  at the Door before my Face, the Servants would ask 
‘  her whether I  was within or n o t; and fhe would 
‘  anfwer N *  with great Fondnefs, and tell me I  was a 
‘ good Dear. I  w ill not enumerate more little Circum- 

fiances to give you a livelier Senfe of my Condition ; 
‘  but tell you in general, that from fuch Steps as thefc 
'  at firft, I  now live the Life o f a Prifoner o f State; 
‘  my Letters are opened, and I  have not the Ufe o f Pen, 
* Ink and Paper, but in her Prefence. I  never go abroad, 
‘  except fhe fometimes t.ikes me with her in her Coach 
‘  to take the A ir, i f  it may be called fo, when we 

drive, as we generally do, with the Glaffes up. I  have 
‘  overheard my Servants lament my Condition, but 
‘  they dare not bring me Meffages without her Know- 
‘  Jedge, becaufe they doubt my Refolution to Hand by 
‘  ’em. In the midft of this infipid W ay o f Life, an 
‘  old Acquaintance o f mine, Tom Meggot, who is a Fa- 
‘  vourite with her, and allowed to vifit me in her Com- 
‘  pany becaufe he fings prettily, has roufed me to rebel,
 ̂ and conveyed his Intelligence to me in the following 

H z  ‘ Manner.

X '
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* Manner. M y W ife is a great Pretender to muncK, 
‘  and very ignorant o f i t ; out far gone in the Italian
* Tafte, ‘Tom goes to Armjlrong, the femous fine W n - 
‘  ter of Mufick, and defires him to put this Sentence o f 
‘  Tully vci the Scale ofan Italian A ir, and write it out for 
‘  my Spoufe from him. An ille mihi liber cui mulier im- 
‘  J r a t?  Cui leges imponit, prafcribit, jubet, w ta t, quod
* njidetur ? ^ i  nihil imperanti negare, nihil recufare
‘  audet? P o fc i t ?  d a n d u m e J i.V o c a t?  w n ie n d u m . E j i c i t ?

‘  abeundum. Minitatur? extimifcendum. Does he hve
* like aGentleman nxiho is commanded by a Ivomanf
‘  -whom Ihe gives Lavs, grants and denies vshat Jhe
* pleafes ? vsho can neither deny her any thingpe asks,
* or refute to do any thing p e  commands ?

‘  T  O  be ihort, my W ife was extremely pleafed with 
« it j faid the Italian was the only Language for Mufick ; 
‘  aad admired how wonderfully tender the Sentiment 
« was, and how pretty the Accent is o f that language, 
‘  with the reft that is faid by Rote on that Occafiotr. 
'  Mr. Meggot is fent for to fmg this A ir, which he ^ r -  
< forms with mighty Applaufe ; and my Wife is m 
'  ftacy on the Occafion, and glad to find, by my bang 
‘  fo much pleafed, that I  was at laft come into the No- 
‘  tlon of the Italian; for, faid flie, it grows upon one 
‘  when one once comes to know a littleaof the Lan-

-N

one vwiiiw  ̂ t /• XT
‘  guage ; and pray, Mr. Meggot, fing agam^hofejSotw, 
• N i h i l "  - - - ' - o r'hiI Imperanti negare, nihil recufare. You may be­

lieve I was not a little delighted with my Friend 
Tom's Expedient to alarm me, and in Obedience to
,  . «  * . T _ ! _____ 11 Clhis Summons I give all this Story thus at large j and 
I am refolved, when this appears in the bpe^ator, to

- declare for my felf. The manner of the Infurredion 
‘  I  contrive by your Means, which fhall be no other 
< than that Tom Meggot, who is at our Tea-t^le eve- 
« ry Mornmg, fhall read it to us ; and i f  my Dear can 
‘  take the Hint, and fay not one W ord, but let this 
‘  be the Beginning o f a new Life without farmer Ex- 
‘  planation ; it is very w e ll; for as foon as the Speaat^ 
* IS read out, I fiiall, without more ado, call for the 
‘  Coach, name the Hour when I fhall be at home, i f  I  
‘  comeat all, i f  I do not, they may go to Dinner. I f  
‘  my Spoufe only fweUs and fays nothmg, Tom and I

1
c\
E
fb

w
a«
w
li.
ti
ir

It
c;
w
it

Ayuntamiento de Madrid




