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* go out together, and all is well, as | faid before ; but
‘ if Ihe begins to command or expoftulate, you ihall in
my next to you receive a full Account of her Refi-
fiance and Submiffion, for fubmit the dear thing
f mult to,

SIR,
Tour moji ohedient humble Serniauf,

Anthony Freeman.'

‘P I hope | need not tell you that | delire this
may be in your very next. T

NB® 213. Saturday”™ November 3

. MensJibs confcia reSi. "Virg.

T is the gi-eat Art and Secret of Chrillianity, ifl| may
I ufe that Phrafe, to manage our Aftions to the bell
Advantage, and dire£l them in fucha manner, that

every thing we do may turn to Account at that great
Day, when every thing we have done- will be fet be-
fore us.

I N order to give this Confideration its full Weight,
we may call all our Adlions under the Divifion offuch
as are in themfelves either Good, Evil, or Indifferent. If
v/e divide our Intentions after the fame Manner, and con-
fider them with regard to our Aftions, we may difcover
that great Art and Secret of Religion which I have here
mentioned.

A good Intention joined to a good AifVion, gives it
its proper Force and Efficacy ; joined to an Evil Adlion,
extenuates its Malignity, and in fome Cafes may take it
wholly away j and joined to an indifferent Adlion turns
it to a Virtue, and makes it meritorious as-far as human
Adtions can be fo.

I N the next Place, to confider in the fame manner the
Infiuence of an Evil Intention upon our Adlions. An
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Evil Intention perverts the Left of Ailions, and makes
them in reality what the Fathers with a witty kind of
Zeal have termed the Virtues of the Heathen World, fo
manypining Sins. It deftroys the Innocence of an in-
different Aftion, and gives an evil AElion all poffiblc
Blacknefs and Horror, or in the emphatical Language of
Sacred Writ, makes Si?t exceedingfinful.

| F, in the laft Place, we confider the Nature ofan
indifferent Intention, we Ihall find that it deftroys
the Merit of a good Aftion; abates, but never takes
away, the Malignity of an evil Aftionj and leaves
an indifferent Adlion in its natural State of Indiffe-
lence.

I T is therefore of unfpeakabic Advantage to poffcfs
our Minds with an habitual good Intention, and to
aim all our Thoughts, Words, and Aftions at feme lau-
dable End, whether it be the Glory of our Maker,
the Good of Mankind, or the Benefit of our own
Souls.

THI1S is a fort Thrift or Good-Husbandry in
moral Life, which dees not throw away any fingle
Aftion, but makes every one go as farasit can. It
multiplies the Means of Salvation, increafes the Nuni-
ber of our Virtues, and diminilhes that of our Vices.

THERE is fomething very devout, though not
folid, in Jeojia's Anfwer to Limborch, who objefts to
him the Multiplicity of Ceremonies in the Je”.uip Re-
ligion, as Walhings, Dreffes, Meats, Purgations, and
the like. The Reply which the Jew makes upon this
Occafion, is, to the beft of my Remembrance, as fol-
lows : ‘ There are not Duties enough (fays he) in
* the effential Parts of the Law for a zealous and
‘ aftive Obedience. Time, Place, and Perfon arc re-
* quiftte, before you have an Opportunity of putting
‘ a moral Virtue into Praftice. We have therefore,
* fays he, enlarged the Sphere of our Duty, and made
‘ many Things, which are in themfelves indifferent,
* a Part of our Religion, that w'e may have more
* Occafions tif (hewing our Love to God, and in all
* the Circumftances of Life be doing fomething to
I plcafe him.
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M ONSIEUR St. E<vremont has endeavoured to
palliate the Superftitions of the Roman-Catholick Re-
ligion with the fame kind of Apology, where he pre-
tends to confider the different Spirit of the Papifts
and the Calvinifts, as to the great'Points whereii}.
they difagree. He tells us, that the former are aftu-
ated by Love, and the other by Fear; and thatin their
Exprefiions of Duty and Devotion towards the Supreme
Being, the former feem particularly careful to do every
thing wvliich may poflibly pleafe him, and the other
to abltain from every thing which may poflibly difpleafe
him.

BUT notwithftanding this plaufible Reafon with

which botli the Jew and the Roman-Catholick would
excufe their refpedlive Supei'ftitions, it is certain there
is fomething in them very pernicious to Mankind, and
deftruftive to Religion ; becaufe the Injunftion of fuper-
fluous Ceremonies makes fuch Adlions Duties,, as were
before indifferent, and by that means renders Religion
more burdenfom and difficult than it is in its own Na-
1ture, betrays many into Sins of Omiflion which they
could not otherwife be guilty of, and fi.xes the Minds of
the Vulgar to the lhadowy uneflbntial Points, inftead of
the more weighty and more important Matters of th«
Law.

THIS zealous and aftive Obedience however takes
Place in the great Point We are recommending; for if,-
inflead of preferibing to our felves indifferent Addons
as Duties, weapply a good Intention to all our moft in-

. different Adlions, we make our very Exillence one con-

tinued Adi of Obedience, we turn our Divcrfions and
Amufements to our eternal Advantage, and are pleafing
him (whom we are made to pleafe) in all the Circum-
ftances and Occurrences of Life.

I T is this excellent Frame of Mind, this Offi-
chufnefs (if | may be allowed to call it fuch) whidi is
recommended to us by the Apoftle in that uncommon
Precept, wherein he diredts us to propofe to our felves
the Glory of our Creator in all our moft indifferent

Adlions, <whethor nue eaf or drink, or nuhatfoc-ver nue
do.
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A Perfon therefore who is pofleffed with fuch an ha*
bitual good Intention, as that which I have been here
fpeaking of, enters upon no fingle Circumftance of
Life, without confidering it as well-pleafing to the
great Author of his Being, conformable to the Dic-
tates of Reafon, fuitable to human Nature in general,
or to that particular Station in which Providence has
placed him. He lives in a perpetual Senfe of the Di-
vine Prefence, regards himfelfas adling, in the whole
Courfe of his Exiftence, under the Obfervation and In-
fpcflion of that Being, who is privy to all his Motions
and all his Thoughts, who knows his Dcwn-Jitting and
his Up-rijing, nuho is about his Path, and about his Bed,
andJpieth out all his Ways. In a word, he remembers
that the Eye of his Judge is always upon him, and in
every Adtion he reflefts that he is doing what is com-
manded or allowed by Him who will hereafter either
reward or punifh it. This was the Charafter ofthofe holy
Men of old, who in that beautiful Phrafe of Scripture
are faid to have nvalked nuith God.

W HE N | employ my felf upon a Paper of Morality,
| generally confider how | may recommend the parti-
cular Virtue which 1 treat of, by the Precepts or Ex-
amples of the antient Heathens j by that means, if pof-
fible, to lhame thofe who have greater Advantages of
knowing their Duty, and therefore greater Obligations
to perform it, into a better Courfe of Life; Befides that
many among us are unreafonably difpofed to give a
fairer hearing to a Pagan Philofopher, than to a Chriftirm
Writer.

I fhall therefore produce an Inftance of this excellent
Frame of Mind in a Speech of which isquoted
by Erafmus. This great Philofopher on the Day of his
Execution, a little before the Draught of Poifon was
brought to him, entertaining his friends with a Dif-
courfe on the Immortality of the Soul, has thefe
Words : Whether or no God nuill approve of my Acti-
ons, / knondi notj but this | amJure  that | have at
all Times made it my Endeavour to pleafe him, and |
have a good Hope that this my Endeavour voill he ac-

epted by him.  We find in thefe Words of that great
Man the habitual good Intention which I would here
inculcate”™
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